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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Welcome to the fall edition of the Royal Regiment
of Canada Association newsletter. For the eagle eyed amongst our members
you may notice at the top of the newsletter, is the name “Ich Dien”. This will
be the name of the Association’s newsletter moving forward. Many thanks to
Norm Mathias for his submission. In many ways “Ich Dien” fits nicely. Translated from German it means “I serve”, and is also a motto of the Prince of Wales
and 1 of 3 on the Royals cap badge. As association members, we continue to
serve not only the interests of our veterans and the Regiment, but also by extension Canada. We may have put away the uniform, but we continue to serve.
The Regiment will commemorate Dieppe this year on Sunday the 20th of September at 2PM. For those wishing to observe the parade please send your
RSVP to me so I may ensure you have reserved seating. Of special note, on this
parade the Regiment will also conduct the change of Honorary Lieutenant
Colonel from LCol Kenn Voss to BGen Gary Stafford. For those attending I
would recommend being in your seats no later than 1:30 PM.
As mentioned in the last newsletter, the annual Reunion dinner will be held 7
November at the Argonaut Rowing Club. We expect to sit for dinner at 7 PM.
There will be bar service (costs are very reasonable) before and after the dinner. Parking is free and directions are included in the newsletter. Continued on
Page 2
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE Continued….
Seating is limited to 200 and we expect a strong showing from the unit, so order your tickets early. On the
order form at the back of the newsletter, please indicate any special dietary issues. We will be serving
prime rib this year, but will offer a vegetarian selection. We need to know in advance to inform the caterer.
Dan Mowat, a Royals Officer from the 60/70’s has written a book called 'One-Two-Three: The Story of the
123rd Battalion, Royal Grenadiers, C.E.F. Dan has graciously accepted an invitation to speak at our dinner
of his research surrounding the 123rd. There may even be a few copies of his book and with that comes a
chance for it to be signed by the author.
Your association is working hard to ensure there is a lasting legacy for service and support for all of our veterans, past and present. We cannot continue without the generous support of our membership as in years
past. We continue to provide scholarships to post-secondary students of our cadet corps and the RegiCAMOUFLAGE
ment, sending tributes to the departed, and best wishes to those who have fallen ill.

As mentioned before, the 75th anniversary of the raid on Dieppe is approaching in 2017. We wish to be in
a position to fund as many Regimental members to attend Dieppe for the commemoration as well as other
battlefields of importance to the Royals from the 1st and 2nd World Wars.
Lastly, we are endeavouring to create an Association coin, similar to the Regimental coin. The team of Ron
Saranic, Dana Gidlow, Leo Afonso, and Mikhail Murgoci have been working on design and costs. We hope
to be able to present the finished product before the years end.
Sincerely,
Ross AKINSON CD
Regimental Coin

CADET INSPECTION AND CHANGE OF COMMAND CEREMONY

On Thursday June 4th, 2015,
the Command of the Cadet Corp changed hands from Captain Marsali FEDERICO CD to Lieutenant Laura
PHILLIPS. LCol Tom PAYNE CD was the reviewing officer. A number of awards were presented to the members and the pride of those being recognized was clearly evident. Our thanks to all our Cadet Officers and
volunteers who devote considerable hours to make this possible.

Cadet Change of Command & Annual Inspection
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CHANGE OF HONORARY LIEUTENANT COLONEL
Lieutenant Colonel (ret’d) Kenn Voss CD was born and raised in Toronto’s east end and was educated at
Brock University and the University of Toronto. He began his military career in June, 1974 with the Lincoln and Welland Regiment in St. Catharines. In September, 1976 HLCol Voss transferred to The Royal
Regiment of Canada, beginning his career with The Royals as the Transport Officer. With the exception of
a two year posting to Ottawa Militia District HQ and the Governor General’s Foot Guards from 1980 to
1982, LCol Voss continued to serve with The Royals in numerous capacities until he assumed command of
the regiment in the spring of 1992. LCol Voss commanded the regiment during the conflict in the former
Yugoslavia and sent a number of Royals into the fray. It was also during his command that The Royals
were tasked to provide a company to the 3RCR 10/90 battalion which saw joint training and collaboration
with the regular force on an unprecedented scale. After relinquishing command of the regiment in the
fall of 1995, LCol Voss went on to serve at NDHQ reporting to the Director of Reserves on improvement
projects for reserve pensions, disabilities compensation and recruiting processes, including the publication of best practices on recruiting in the reserves. He has served in the position of Honorary LieutenantColonel since May, 2009.
LCol Voss began his professional life with Bell Canada in 1974 and enjoyed a quick-paced, successful career with Bell in Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal until taking a very early retirement in 1995 to pursue a
lifelong dream of owning his own business. The dream came true when he and his wife Cindy bought
their first Canadian Tire store in Meaford, Ontario in 1996. Leaving their rural home in Zephyr, Ontario
behind they moved to the Georgian Triangle and then on to Calgary, Goderich, Bradford West Gwillimbury, and now Wasaga Beach where they plan to stay.
LCol Voss is a past director of the Royal Canadian Military Institute, the Canadian Tire Dealers Association,
and a Fellow of Calumet College, York University. He also enjoys cabinet making, working on his old cars
and the odd frustrating game of golf.
Brigadier-General (ret’d) Gary Stafford, OMM, CD joined The Royal Regiment of Canada as a Private in
1970 and progressed to the rank of Chief Warrant Officer in 1983. He held the position of Regimental
Sergeant Major from 1983 to 1987. In 1988, BGen Stafford commissioned from the ranks and after a
short posting to Toronto Militia District Headquarters returned to The Royal Regiment of Canada. In
1992, he was promoted to Major and appointed as a company commander with the Third Battalion, The
Royal Canadian Regiment. This was a combined unit called a 10/90 battalion composed of 10 percent
Regular and 90 percent Reserve Force soldiers. In 1998 he deployed with the NATO Stabilization Force in
Bosnia and Herzegovina as a Factions Liaison Officer attached to British-led Multi-National Division
Southwest Headquarters in Banja Luka.
In 1999, he was promoted Lieutenant-Colonel and appointed Commanding Officer of The Royal Regiment
of Canada. In March 2000, he commanded the composite infantry battalion at Exercise SOUTHERN DRIVE
at Fort Knox, Kentucky. He also commanded one of two light infantry battalions at Exercise STEADFAST
WARRIOR in August 2000. After 32 years service with The Royal Regiment of Canada, Brigadier-General
Stafford relinquished command and was appointed Assistant Chief of Staff of 32 Canadian Brigade Group
Headquarters. During the summer of 2002, he commanded the Area Training Center at CFB Petawawa.
He was appointed 32 Canadian Brigade Group’s Deputy Commander in November 2002. In September
2003, he was promoted to Colonel and appointed Commander.
In 2006 , he relinquished command of 32 CBG and deployed to Afghanistan as part of the Combined Security Transition Command – Afghanistan. He served in both Kabul and the southern region as the Regional Police Advisor- South. In August 2007 he was appointed Deputy Commander Land Forces Central
Area and promoted to Brigadier-General shortly thereafter. On 21 April 2009, BGen Stafford was appointed Deputy Commander Land Force Doctrine and Training System. In 2010, BGen Stafford retired
from the CF and completed his second tour in Afghanistan, as an Inspector with the RCMP International
Police Operations Branch in Kandahar City.
He is a retired Toronto Police Staff Sergeant and resides in Everett Ontario with his wife Georgina. They
have three grown children, Trevor, James and Jessie.
Motto
Honi soit qui mal y pense (Shame to he who
thinks evil of it)
Ready Aye Ready
Nec Aspera Terrent (Difficulties be Damned)
Ich Dien (I Serve)

3

HONORARY LIEUTENANT COLONEL
Kenn VOSS CD
Looking back for LCol Kenn Voss CD.
LCol Kenn Voss inspects with then
Brigade Commander Col Greg
Young. Note the young LCol Jesse
Jones as Guard Commander.

Above— On exercise in Petawawa from left to right
Lt Kenn Voss, Cpl Len Janke, Larry
Bonfada and Mike Trayner.
Right— LCol Kenn Voss (left) and Capt
Ross Bradley
Below—LCol Kenn Voss on parade at
Appleby

BATOCHE DINNER 2015
This years dinner was a great success
and held at the RCMI. Mayor John
Tory was present and issued a challenge to the Commanding Officer to
confirm our privilege of having the
Freedom of the City. The Commanding Officer has set plans in motion to
accept the Mayor’s challenge and exercise our right to march with drums
beating and bayonets fixed. Plan to
attend on May 15th 2016 at City hall
and Fort York Armoury.
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Your Newsletters will look back in time and present you with a brief historic review of a battle in which
The Royal Regiment of Canada took part. These historic reviews will be based on the vignettes written by
the late Major W.R. (Bob) Bennett CD. Bob was an intelligence sergeant with The Royal Regiment of Canada during WWII.

VERRIERES RIDGE
OPERATION “TOTALIZE”
The grand strategy for breaking out of the beach-head was to draw as
much of the German
Army as possible to the Caen/Falaise Road, in order to soften the western flank for an American Army
break-out. This plan had worked very well, so well in fact that most of the elite of “Wehrmacht West”
were astride the Caen/Falaise Road holding the Canadian Army to a standstill. In order to advance
southward, Lt Gen Guy Simonds set in motion Operation Totalize the night of 7-8 Aug.

At 23:00hrs, Monday 7 Aug 1944, one thousand and twenty bombers began dropping 3,462 tons of
bombs on the strongly held flanking villages of May-sur-Orne, Fontenay-le-Marmion, Secqueville-laCampagne and La Hogue to protect the main central thrust southward on each side of the Caen/Falaise
Road.
4 Bde of 2nd Cdn Div were to lead from the Beauvoir farm past Verrieres and Rocquancourt, with the Essex Scots to capture Caillouet, RHLI to take the quarry and The Royal Regiment to occupy the high
ground overlooking Gaumesnil. East of Caen/Falaise Road the British 154 Bde were to capture
Cramesnil, Garcelles and St Aignan. Each division had an attached tank brigade, and both had a Recce
Regiment that closely followed the main attacks on each side of the Caen/Falaise road.
The six infantry battalions were carried in stripped down “Priests”. A self propelled gun carriage with no
armour except it’s Browning machine gun, and modified to carry 15 men including a crew of four. Each
column had four Priests abreast on a 15 meter front and lead by eight Flails (40 ton tanks fitted with revolving beating chains to clear paths though mine fields. They were followed by four Engineer AVREs,
which towed sleds carrying white tape and lights to be laid out to mark their lanes. These were followed
by the unfrocked Priests mixed with tanks, heavy machine gun units and our Loyd Carriers brought up
the rear.
At 23:30hrs the six columns crossed the start line and 15 minutes later 720 artillery guns began their
creeping barrage at 100 yds per minute and 5,000 meters wide astride the main road. Bofors guns continuously fired traces along the sides of the advance, and searchlights directed southward at a low angle
helped maintain direction in the dark. However, many factors made it impossible to follow the planned
route exactly. Bomb craters, strongly defended areas to be by -passed , breakdowns, burning vehicles,
casualties and enemy resistance all influenced our line of direction.
The Royals passed east of Rocquancourt heading for the Caen/Falaise Road. Major T.J. McArthur, OC “C”
Company had been killed and “B” Company became lost and attached itself to the RHLI column. By
06:00hrs , 8th August The Royal Regiment were occupying Point 122 and held firm through the enemy’s
first counter-attack at 08:30hrs. By noon, the RHLI were dug in close to their objective and the Essex
after some fighting captured Caillouet. At 15:30hrs, the Royals moved forward and occupied Guamesnil.
The following 5 & 6 Brigades were now clearing by-passed areas and isolated groups who had been overrun. German soldiers came running towards us with hands held high with white flags, but we just waved
them through to be rounded up by rear echelons. Major General Kurt Meyer said “never before had he
encountered German soldiers in disorderly retreat. “
Operation Totalize was a tremendous victory and one which we had badly needed. The Royal Regiment
had suffered 7 killed and 22 wounded. Overnight, the Canadian Army had broken through the German
lines and advanced ten kilometers to capture Hautmesnil. Now the 4 th Cdn Armd Div, 1st Polish Armd Div
and 3rd Cdn Inf Division were about to pass through in a run for Falaise.

Major W.R. Bennett CD
Regimental Historian

A NEW NAME FOR YOUR NEWSLETTER Your Executive is
pleased to announce that the new name for your Association Newsletter will be

“ ICH DIEN”

The winner of a Life Membership is

Sgt (ret’d) Norm MATIAS .
PREIST ARMOURD VEHICLE
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Your Executive Committee in conjunction with the Commanding Officer have reviewed the requirements for our cadets and regimental members to qualify for scholarships. While the
number of scholarships awarded has decreased, the amount of the scholarships have increased in keeping the with high cost of education today.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank those members of the Association whose generous donations made the 2014 scholarships possible. Your donations provide recognition and support to students serving in the Regiment and Cadets. They also provide an opportunity for Association families
and friends to honor the memory of those who have served their Regiment and Canada. Please send in
your donations for this year’s scholarship awards.
The following members made these Scholarships possible through their generous donations to the
Association.
Nancy Clifford, The John Housser Trust, Shirley Caldwell, Audrey Turner, Carolyn Hill, Donald Catto,
Mary Lea Bell, Capt John Easson, MWO Ron Ogilvie, Capt Peter Boyle, Capt Jack Flynn, Robert Carter,
Capt Alfred Robinson, LT David Singleton, Nancy Cook, The Sgt Bruce C. Barbeau Trust, MGen Reg Lewis,
Norman Baker, Kathryn Langly, The Royal Regiment & Dieppe POW Trust, The LCpl Joseph A Ryan Trust,
Gerda Gerharda Smith, Louis Trenton, Louis Pantaleo, Al Ward, The Cotgreave Family, Capt George
Hope, Raymond Bird, Capt Bill Dalglish, Capt Jim Domine, Josephine Heath.

REUNION DINNER 2015

7th November This years’ dinner will be held at the Argonaut

Rowing Club on Lakeshore Blvd West. (directions on page 13) It is anticipated that our 2015 Dinner will
recognize the 70th Anniversary of the Liberation of the Netherlands. We are pleased to remind you that
the cost of tickets for our WWII Veterans are covered by the Association and includes a ticket for a Care
Giver. The cost of the dinner will be $85.00 . Registration & order forms are provided in this September
Newsletter. Payment can be made by cheque in the provided return envelope. We must receive your
order by 1 Nov 2015. Prepaid tickets will be mailed, or picked up at the reception desk. If you are not
able to attend due to sickness, you may request a refund. The Annual Reunion Dinner provides our Veterans and our serving members the opportunity to greet old friends, get to know each other and maintain Regimental Family ties.

SMALL ARMS TRAINER (SAT) Through the continued support of LCol Payne, our members can participate on the Small Arms Trainer (SAT). Using computer technology and working replicas of the C7 Rifle,
the SAT system realistically provides members an opportunity to practise and improve their shooting and
weapons handling skills. We anticipate that our members will utilize the SAT range between the hours of
7:00 pm and 8:00pm to facilitate their attendance at our meetings. Dress is casual on the range and dress
for the meeting will be Tie and Jacket. The SAT provides a great opportunity for us to experience current
weapon training systems and we welcome all Association members to partake. May the best shot win!

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS Our Association Members continue to provided coffee and donuts
for members of our Regiment returning from weekend training. After a challenging weekend of training, our hospitality is well received. If you are interested in taking part in this activity, please check
“Yes” on the registration form and mail it to us.

“FALL IN” PAY YOUR 2015 ANNUAL DUES !

The Association relies on your
DUES to ensure the continued support to our members and the production and mailing of your newsletter. Unfortunately many of our members (life members excluded) do
not pay their dues .
Please take the time to mail in your DUES of $15.00 for 2015. You may
also wish to consider becoming a Life Member for the one time donation
of $150.00. Benefits include reducing the amount of administration by
the Executive in tracking membership dues and your not having to remember to pay them. If you have not already paid your dues, please complete the dues section on the Registration & Order Form and return it with
your cheque in the enclosed self-addressed return envelope. We will send
you an attractive membership card in a plastic wallet with a Royal Regiment crest. If you are a Life Member and do not have a current Membership card please request one and we will mail it to you.
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Dear Regimental Family,

The Royal Regiment of Canada's St. George Chapel at
Saint James Cathedral Church is now complete. As the
attached images confirm, it is a place of serenity and
sanctuary. Eyes that drift heavenward are met gently
by our former Regimental Colours.
The Commanding Officer and The Royal Regiment of
Canada Foundation would like to invite you to memorialize a beloved family member or surname in the St.
George chapel, via the commission of a family nameplate.
Thirty brass plates are available – strictly to members
of the Regimental Family. Each plate will be affixed to
the back of a chapel chair, a permanent recognition of
your family or loved one and your support of the regiment.
A donation in the sum of $1000 to The Royal Regiment of Canada Foundation will enshrine your plate in
the chapel for perpetuity. Proceeds go directly to the Regiment and support the cost of our chapel and
our new Regimental History. A tax receipt will be issued. Orders can be made through Gary Stafford.
Plate inscriptions should be limited to no more than 40 characters and are to explicitly recognize a family name or family member. For example:
In memory of MWO J. SMITH CD

or The Smith Family

Please contact Gary Stafford at 705 435 4141 with questions or to indicate your interest. The Royal Regiment of Canada Foundation and I are honored to extend this invitation to you. Thank you for your consideration and support.

Sincerely,

Gary Stafford BGen (ret’d) OMM CD
Honorary Lieutenant Colonel
H 705 435 4141
C 705 890 2425
Stafford_5369@yahoo.ca
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TRAVEL TIP

With the weak Canadian dollar around $0.76 American it is also expensive to travel to
many other countries. As a rule of thumb, one British pound will cost you about a twoonie. So when
Trivago and other websites quote hotel rooms in central London ranging from £170 to £230, we are really talking about at least $340 to $480 Canadian, for one single night, and that may not even include
breakfast.
Those prices are just impossible for the majority of us who do not travel on an expense account. There is,
however, hope for us ex-military (and still serving) types from Canada. The Victory Services Club (V.S.C.)
is located at 63-79 Seymour Street in central London. It is a block from the Marble Arch tube (subway)
station, and kitty corner to Hyde Park and close to famed Oxford Street shopping. It is also about 12
blocks or so from Buckingham Palace. A clean, appealing single room with a bathroom down the hall
costs £46 a night.
My wife Vicki and I are booked at the Victory Service Club (VSC) in August for 4 nights (including a discounted Sunday) in a large double room with a great ensuite bath for about double the above cited basic
rate. - The only catch is membership, which costs me €20 a year, and you have to bring proof that you
are (preferably) a former or serving Commonwealth Military on your first visit. Although VSC does not
advertise very much, they do extend the same hospitality to other NATO vets and members. (When I
chatted briefly by phone to the V.S.J. Membership Secretary, he told me in what sounded to be a gleeful
voice, that the Victory Service Club is generally NOT overrun with Americans!)
I was only there once before about 16 years ago, and before they did
major improvements. But even then, it exuded a very comfortable
British club and upscale pub atmosphere. If interested, you can easily
Google "Victory Service Club"; they have an appealing website. Another advantage is that defined greater family members of an existing military member, can join at a slightly higher €30 annual fee.
Cheers
Alan Nanders
Warrior’s Day 2015

NEW REGIMENTAL HISTORY TO BE PUBLISHED IN 2015
Progress continues on our new Regimental History. Mr. Don Graves is a recognized
publisher and we looked forward to seeing the fruits of his labour in 2015. Unfortunately, given the scope of this endeavour, the due date for it’s completion has been
pushed back. We will inform you as soon as a date of publication becomes known.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS Notification of a change
of address is important to keep your name on the Association’s mailing list. When you move, please send
us your new address using the Registration and Order
Form. Keep the Association up to date about how you
are doing and we will continue to inform you about
your Regiment.

Warrior’s Day 2015

WO (ret’d) Glen MOORE CD completes the NIJMEGEN MARCH
This year WO (ret’d) Glen Moore CD successfully completed The International Nijmegen 4 Day (4 x 50 KM
= 200 KM) March for the Third Year in a row. Glen stated that the march has
been the most physically challenging experience since his retirement from the
Canadian Armed Forces Reserve. The march takes place every third week in
July and participants march either 30, 40 or 50 KM each of the 4 days. Every
day marchers are encouraged by local civilians and the common word is SUCCESS. This year Glen was selected to partake in the Sunset March on the City
of Nijmegen bridge called Crossing DE OverSteek. The bridge was built in honor of 48 soldiers of 3rd 504 PIR, US 82 Division who gave their lives crossing the
Waal River during Operation Market Garden, September 20 1944.
Glen received a certificate from the Sunset March Team in recognition of his
participation. Glen is planning on attending in 2016 for the 100TH anniversary.
We congratulate Glen for his achievement and wish him every success in 2016.
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VETERANS’ WELFARE

Important! If you know of any former members of the Regiment who need our support, please let us know. We may be able to help or find someone
who can. Call one of the Officers listed, or send an e-mail or note using the Registration
Form enclosed.

VETERANS’ CONCERNS COMMITTEE (VCC)
It is a tall order, but then the Veterans' Concerns Committee (V.C.C.) has some very talented and experienced
Members. They are in alphabetical order and without reference to rank, the following: Ross Atkinson, Val
Flynn, Ron Saranic, and Gary Stafford. I am privileged to chair this committee (V.C.C.), and welcome useful
tips, questions and suggestions at any time.
I can be contacted at 519-741-0005 at home or at alan.nanders@utoronto.cc

Fellow Royals Veterans - Now Hear This!
Lend me your ears! - Fortunately you are reading this and do not now depend on your ears, which may have
suffered while you served in our Regiment or other Reserve unit, perhaps back in the 1960's or even
1970's. At least before ear defenders were widely used on rifle ranges and in exercises using grenades or
thunder flashes.
Well, help is available from the Department of Veterans' Affairs, for both hearing loss and the related "ringing
in the ears", officially known as tinnitus. DVA accepts claims from former Reservists and not just for hearing
loss and possible tinnitus, although these seem to be among the more common claims. To consider making
such a claim, contact your neighbourhood Royal Canadian Legion and ask to be put in touch with the Legion
Service Officer, who will guide you through the steps of making a claim. - You do not even have to be a Legion
member to get their help. It is part of the Legion's commitment in helping Veterans.
If you have any other or related questions, please contact me. I live in Kitchener and it's best to call my cell at
519-573-2829. My email is: alan.nanders@utoronto.ca
In closing I have a request that could help the Legion processing claims about breathing, asthma, COPD etc. If you have any information about the white cloud "bug sprays" (6 to 8 feet high) that were used on summer
mornings at Canadian Forces camps, please contact me. - DND seems to have no information about what the
sprays consisted of, their guidelines and their locations. I have a few seconds of it on my old 8mm film of the
Royals in Bell tents in July 1965 doing Summer Training for a week at Camp Niagara.
Alan Nanders
Chair
Veterans' Concerns Committee (VCC)

IN MEMORIUM

St. George Chapel at Saint James Cathedral Church

Paul Gagne WWII VET
St Catherines
21May 2015

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE
SUN AND IN THE MORNING,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
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LOOKING BACK - DO YOU KNOW WHEN OR WHERE THESE PICTURES WERE TAKEN? CAN YOU NAME
THOSE IN THE PHOTOS?
In keeping with our responsibility to maintain records of our Regimental past, we are now seeking and archiving photos of our members in their early years of service. To accomplish this, we are requesting members to send in an early picture of themselves in uniform. The date, location and the names of any other
members in the photo would be appreciated. If mailed in, your picture will be returned at the earliest opportunity.
In this edition, we have decided to let you look into the faces of those currently serving your Regiment.
These pictures were taken at last years’ Dieppe Parade at Fort York Armoury. While the faces may be
younger in appearance, there is no less determination, dedication and a willingness to serve, than many of
those who went before them.

1
2

3
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Our second in a series of short stories provided by veterans of WWII, Korea, Bosnia, Afghanistan and other NATO or Peace Keeping Missions. If you would like to share your story , please send it to the Editor.

“A SOLDIER’S STORY”
Capt (ret’d) Gordon Leslie Bennett CD
Service # SB 34320 Militia B477474
In June of 1951, I was 18 years old and living in Toronto. I decided to enlist in the Canadian Army, specifically to serve in the Korean War. I asked to be posted to the Royal Canadian Regiment (RCR) which at that
time was stationed at Camp Petawawa, Ontario. After being posted to the 1 st Battalion of the RCR, I was
transferred to the 3rd Battalion RCR in Wainwright Alberta for basic training. After extensive basic training,
I was posted back to the 1st Battalion in Petawawa. There, we were introduced to extensive training, especially winter exercises before being designated for the draft to Korea.
I was a Bren Gunner. My job was to operate the gun and provide support to my platoon. As a Bren Gunner I was involved with many actions defending our company positions and on patrols. We were also involved with many patrols. From 1952 to the “Cease Fire” in July 1953, most of the action along the line
was patrolling and small skirmishes designed to keep the enemy on their toes and to keep the line stable.
I was stationed on “The Hook” Hill 355 (Ko wan san) and hill 166. I was 19 years old and full of “P & vinegar”. I considered myself a veteran at that stage. I saw friends killed and wounded, but assumed that it
could never happen to me.
One platoon sized fighting patrol (that is the kind we wanted to be on) was commanded by Lt Fairhead of
10 Platoon , Dog Company, 1 RCR. We crossed no-mans-land, in preparation to attack the Chinese position. One Section was positioned to give covering fire, while we advanced up the hill under the cover of
shells fired by the Lord Strathcona Horse tanks, that were supporting us. The adrenalin was pumping and
we advanced up the hill. At one point we were instructed to throw our phosphorus grenades up the hill to
the crest. The whole hill was on fire and our commander declared “ Come on boys, the hill is ours” At that
point, the Chinese counter-attached. It seemed like hundreds of Chinese grenades came down on us all at
once. The Chinese grenades were mostly concussion grenades as opposed to shrapnel. I was firing my
Bren gun up the hill at the counter attacking Chinese, when one of their concussion grenades exploded
beside me. It did not seriously hurt me, but blew me off my feet and I was propelled into a hole. I don't
know whether it was an access hole or whatever, but one of my companions was also blown into the hole
on top of me. I braced my companion with my Bren gun and propelled him out of the hole. I realized that
I had hurt my left hip, but did not consider it serious. I don't know to this day, how I managed to extricate
myself from the hole, but I did. We were harassed across no-mans-land by enemy mortar fire, but we
managed to get back to our own lines mostly intact. I had a lot of bumps and bruises, but nothing I
deemed serious enough to seek aid for at that time.
While on duty during the rainy season we were inundated with water. We tried to create systems to direct the water, but to no avail. The trenches would fill with water and we were forced to stand up to our
waists in the very cold water for hours on end. We didn't complain at the time, because we were all in the
same boat. Also, it was not considered appropriate to complain. We were constantly reminded that we
were “volunteers”.
We were also involved with many patrols. A lot of these were “listening or ambush” patrols. We were
required to spend many hours in concealed positions in severe conditions, in numbing cold and or wet
conditions. We never complained as that was what was expected of us.
I was selected for the Commonwealth Division Junior NCO course at Oui-jon-bu Korea. After completion
of the course, I was promoted to Lance Corporal and made a section commander.
We were positioned on Hill 355, where we were constantly bombarded by the enemy and the casualty rate was high. We still patrolled regularly, even thought the enemy seemed to control the
“No mans land “ area in front of our position. I was on patrol in
“No Mans Land” on the eve of the Chinese attack on Hill 355.
Continued next page...
Pte. Bennett G.L. Bren Gunner
10 Pl , D Coy, 1 RCR, Korea, 1952
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A “SOLDIERS STORY” CONTINUED
The enemy attacked in October 1952. Our outer defenses were overwhelmed, but our artillery saved the
day and we were able to counter-attack. I led a section of 1RCR, 10 Platoon, D Coy. We were able to secure the position and the Regiment was awarded a Battle Honour. The 1st Battalion was relieved in March
of 1953 by the 3rd Battalion and I particularly remember going to the cemetery in Pusan, now Busan, to
honor our fallen. After returning to Canada, I was posted to Camp Petawawa.
I was selected for the Canadian Armed Forces precision drill team which consisted of 50 Army, 50 Air
Force and 50 Navy. After extensive and intensive training , we went on tour. We performed in many
cities and towns. One of the highlights was the nightly show we put on at the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto. I was then posted to Rivers Manitoba for parachute training. After qualifying, I was posted back to Petawawa and designated as a Pre Para Instructor with the rank of Cpl. Lots of road runs and
push ups. Shortly after, the Battalion was transferred to Wolesley barracks in London ON. I was then
transferred to Camp Ipperwash as a basic training instructor. I continue at that duty until July 1954, when
I asked for my release.

I enlisted in the Militia, The Royal Regiment of Canada in Toronto in 1955. I was accepted as a Cpl and
rose through the ranks to Sergeant. In 1957, I accepted a Call Out for duty at Camp Niagara. After that an
opening for a store man-clerk became available and I was accepted. I served as a store man-clerk at Fort
York Armoury. I was then seconded to the Signal Corps in Toronto. I was posted to Montreal for the
Storeman-clerk course in 1959, and after completion of the course I continued to serve with the Signal
Corps until 1960 when the call outs were ceased.
I went back to The Royal Regiment and I was appointed Colour Sergeant, CSM,
RQMS and eventually Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM) from 1966 to 1969.
After my tour of duty as RSM, I was commission to the rank of Captain and became the Quartermaster. I served in that capacity until 1979, when I transferred to the Lorne Scots, where I served as Quarter Master and Company
Commander until 1980. I then transferred to the Highland Fusiliers of Canada
(now the Royal Highland Fusiliers) where I served as Quarter Master and Regimental Adjutant. I retired in 1982.
I then volunteered my services as an instructor and quarter master with the
Air and Army Cadets in Cambridge and the Army Cadets in Guelph. I am actively involved in many Associations and the founder of Unit 13 Korea Veterans Association in Cambridge Ontario.
Capt (ret’d) Gord Bennett CD
803-190 Cedar St. Cambridge ON N1S 1W5 519-740-9229
OUR SINCERE THANKS TO GORD FOR SHARING HIS STORY

2015 - FUTURE EVENTS - REGIMENT, BAND & ASSOCIATION
Thurs 03 Sep 2000 hrs
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Sun 20 Sep 1930 hrs*
Dieppe Memorial Parade, & Change of Honorary LCol
Thu 01 Oct 1930 hrs
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Sun TBD Oct 1400 hrs
Massed Band Concert, Roy Thomson Hall
Thu 05 Nov 2000 hrs
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Sat 07 Nov 1800 hrs
Regimental Re-Union Dinner, Argonaut Rowing Club
Sun 08 Nov 1100 hrs *
Memorial Service, St James Cathedral, Toronto
Thu 03 Dec 2000 hrs
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Sun TBD Dec 1400 hrs
Sunnybrook Hospital Band Concert, K Wing,
Thu 10 Dec 1900 hrs
All Ranks’ Christmas Dinner, FYA
Sun 13 Dec 1400 hrs
Children’s Christmas Party, FYA
TBD Dec
Band Concert, Scarborough Civic Centre, Tor
All Times marked * are for Spectators only. The Band & Regiment parade earlier.
** Dates to be confirmed. All dates and times are subject to change.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Your Editor welcomes your comments or feedback concerning
the articles and content of the Newsletter. We apologies for any errors in the spelling of
names etc. We welcome any ideas or suggestions on how to improve your Newsletter .
We look forward to hearing from you.
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2015 ANNUAL REUNION DINNER

ASSOCIATION FORMS
PART ONE – REGISTRATION

If new address please check box

Name___________________________ _ Service/Regimental
#_________________________________
Apt/Unit # _____________ Street # _______Address_________________________________________
City______________________________ Prov______________ Postal Code ______________________
Tel # ______________________________Email Address ______________________________________
Service History (optional)- Short outline of your service. Years, locations, Company etc… Please include overseas tours. _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
PART TWO – ASSOCIATION DUES FOR 2015
Your dues are extremely important to the continued success of our Association.
Please enclose a cheque and indicate your payment of YEARLY DUES $15.00 or
LIFE MEMBERSHIP of $150.00
If your are already a life member or have paid your dues by other means, please indicate below
Already Life Member

Already paid yearly dues
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PART THREE – DONATIONS – SCHOLARSHIP OR EDUCATION AND VETERANS’ FUND
Name of Donor _______________________________________________________________________
Scholarship supported ___________________________ Amount _______________________________
Do you prefer a separate certificate Yes

No

If you have a special request concerning your donation, please contact us, or list below ____________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Donation to Education & Veterans’ Fund

Amount

______________________________

PART FOUR - DELIVERY OF YOUR NEWSLETTER
We are trying to reduce our mailing costs and our impact on the environment. Please indicate if you would like your Newsletter delivered by mail or email.
BY MAIL

Address ---_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

PART FIVE – REUNION DINNER TICKETS FOR 7th NOVEMBER 2015 $ ______$85.00____ EACH
Please send me

tickets @ $ ____________each

for a total of $ _____________________

Tickets in name of
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
PART SIX – ORDER FORM (Prices for kit includes taxes, packaging and postage)
Indicate in box the number required
BROOCH, Ladies, gold and silver coloured metal ( new design)

$15

BLAZER BUTTONS, Set of 10 (4 on front of jacket & 6 small for sleeve)

$15

BLAZER CREST, gold wire ( new lower price)

$25

CUMMERBUNDS, Pattern for

Mess Kit & Tuxedo

$40

ROYALS’ CREST (mount inside

or outside of car window) (3 for $5)

$5

T-SHIRT, red or blue with gold Regimental Crest,

Size

Red

Blue

$15

REGIMENTAL TIE

$20

REGIMENTAL BOW TIE, pre tied or regular

$15

PLASTIC WALLET with gold crest

$5

(3for $5)

TOTAL---------------DO NOT SEND CASH VIA MAIL. PLEASE SEND CHEQUE PAYABLE TO R REGT C ASSOCIATION
A RECEIPT FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES WILL BE PROVIDED FOR ALL DONATIONS
PRIVACY - THE ASSOCIATION PROTECTS YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION AND ADHERES TO ALL LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS.
SELF ADDRESSED ENVELOPE ENCLOSED
ASSOCIATION MAILING ADDRESS:
R REGT C ASSOCIATION
c/o Dan Joyce
1388 Grand Blvd, Oakville, ON
L6H 3E5
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