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D I E P P E  -  B L U E  B E A C H  

E V E R Y  M A N  R E M E M B E R E D  

A not-for-profit research project  to honour the soldiers of                                                                   
The Royal Regiment of Canada                                                                                                            

who participated in the Dieppe Raid on August 19, 1942. Please help us 
find information and photos of all 554 men who landed on Blue Beach. 

The Royal Regiment of Canada 

MEETING A DIEPPE HERO! 

Dieppe -  74th Anniversary Newsletter 

We had the absolute honour of 
meeting Dieppe Veteran and      
Prisoner of War, Campbell Brown 
recently! Campbell shared his  
story with us and  allowed us to  
look through his POW Log Book 
and take photos  for our project. 
Special thanks to Mr. Brown for 
spending the afternoon with us, 
his son Keith Brown for organizing 
the  meeting, and to Doug Olver 
who put us in touch with Keith.  
Campbell’s story is featured on 
page 3.  This day is one of the 
most memorable days we have 
ever had!  Thank you Sir!  C. Brown W. Winters 

R. Burke  C. De Wolfe 

Photo taken during a POW                                 
working party, Teschendorf 1944                                                                        
   (from Campbell Brown’s POW Log Book) 

DIEPPE 74th ANNIVERSARY EVENT 

Descendants of our Dieppe Heroes met for the first time ever, at the Royal Canadian Legion 
in Barrie on Sunday August 21st,  to commemorate the 74th anniversary of the Dieppe Raid.  
Nearly one hundred family members and friends stood side by side and paid tribute to the 
Men of Dieppe.  Amazing displays of artifacts, photos and stories were shared, all with a 
common thread... stories of sacrifice, survival and loss.   

We prepared three powerpoint presentations, the first, featured photos of our Dieppe               
Royals, training and enjoying themselves before the Dieppe Raid.  In behind the transitioning 
photos played the “Men of Dieppe”, a military march, that was composed by Dieppe Veter-
an, Steve Michell, while he was a prisoner of war in Stalag 9C.  The other powerpoints told 
the story of Dieppe, and featured photos of each man being honoured at the event, as we 
read a few lines about each of them. 

We were very pleased to have Samantha Cowan from The Battlefield Tours speak to our 
families about her passion for remembering and how she has been visiting battlefield sites 
since she was a child.  She shared how committed she is to making our Dieppe 75 tour the 
best one ever. If you want to stand with other family members and friends on Blue Beach 
next August for the 75th anniversary or for more information on this custom-made tour, 
please visit www.thebattlefieldtours.com/dieppe75. Spaces are filling up fast.                                                                           
                                                                                                                        

Samantha Cowan from 
The Battlefield Tours. 

The 74th Anniversary event continues on page four. 
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We wish to honour the following heroes who died on Blue Beach, August 19, 1942... 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

Cpl.  HARMON HAROLD “DUTCH” HUFFMAN - B67681- “A” Company 

Harman Huffman was born in Orillia, Ontario and was one of ten children.  He 

joined his father’s cartage business before enlisting in the army in September 

of 1939, the month the war began.  He was 19 years of age.   He was first post-

ed to Iceland as part of “Z” Force, and then on to England for further training.  

“Dutch” Huffman was killed on Blue Beach on August 19, 1942, which was his 

22nd birthday.  He is buried in Bologne Eastern Cemetery, France, Plot 12, Row 

E, Grave 10.               

Pte. FRANK EDWIN ENGLAND - B68085  “D” Company  POW# 26485 

Frank England was born on July 3, 1914.  From 1937- 1940 he operated his own 

fruit and vegetable business in Toronto.  He enlisted with The Royal Regiment 

of Canada on October 23, 1940 and went to England after training.  Surviving 

the hell on Blue Beach, he was taken prisoner. Like the other Dieppe prisoners, 

Frank suffered the humiliation of having his hands tied with ropes and then 

shackles.   He contracted tuberculosis in the POW camp and was repatriated 

home on January 31, 1945. When he was discharged from military service, his 

file states, “His army record of service is excellent.”  Sadly, Frank passed away 

on October 21, 1946 from tuberculosis, in Hamilton.  He was 32 years old and 

left a wife and two children.  Frank England is buried in St. John’s Norway             

Cemetery in Toronto, Section 11, Range 26, Grave 7. 

Pte. FRANK OSWALD BROWN - B67618 - “C” Company 

Frank Brown was born May 10, 1914 in Armagh, Northern Ireland.  He came 

to Canada in 1928 with his family.  In 1939, he was on the ship (the Athenia), 

moving horses to France, when it was torpedoed and sank.  He somehow 

managed to survive with only the clothes on his back.  When Canada de-

clared war, the Irish Regiment came to enlist Frank.  He transferred to the 

Royal Regiment in 1940. He was also part of “Z” Force in Iceland.   Frank was 

killed in action on Blue Beach….his body was never found. He was 28 years 

old.  Frank Oswald Brown is honoured at Brookwood Memorial in Surrey  

England, Panel 23, Column 3. 



L/Cpl. CAMPBELL BROWN, -  B67494 -  “B” Company - Pow# 25920 

Campbell Brown enlisted with The Royal Regiment of Canada on April 11, 1940.  He 
had already served in the Lorne Scott’s Regiment in Brampton, along with his cousin.  
After basic training, “Cam” served in Iceland, then on to England for training.  When it 
was decided to form the first Canadian Commando Regiment, Cam was one of the 500 
men who were transported to Scotland to the British Commando Training Unit.  After 
intensive training, the number of men continued to drop, but Cam remained.  On the 
approach into Blue Beach, Cam happened to be at the back of the landing craft. That, 
as well as a pause in firing from a machine gun right in front of them,  probably saved 
his life. The men kept trying to get over the wall, but each effort only cost more lives 
and after a few hours there was a great concern for the wounded laying on the beach, 
as the tide was coming in.  Cam became a prisoner for nearly three years.  During the 
Death March, planes came over and machine gunned the column and everybody 
scattered, including the guards.  Cam and four others started to run.  Eventually they 
ran into the Americans and were liberated.  Cam had married his sweetheart in March 
of 1942, Lorraine, and they eventually had one son.  Cam served on The Toronto              
Police for 34 years.  Mr. Brown is still with us at 94 years of age! We were honoured to 
meet with him last month, and wish this hero, nothing but the best! 

Sgt. CHARLES EDWARD SURPHLIS B66579 -  “D” Company - POW# 26665 

Charles Surphlis was born on March 2, 1920 in Toronto.  He enlisted with the Royal 
Regiment of Toronto Grenadiers in 1937, and was with the Regiment when it 
changed its name to the Royal Regiment of Canada in 1939.  He also was in Iceland 
with “Z” Force.  He was promoted to Sergeant within “D” Company in Aldershot, 
England.  Upon arriving at Blue Beach, he jumped from the landing craft into water 
that was over his head.  He got onto the fire swept beach and somehow made it to 
the seawall.  Along with a few others, Charles was able to take cover within a               
crevice that had been blown out in the seawall.  He remained there until he was tak-
en prisoner.  Charles spent most of his captivity in Stalag VIIIB and then Stalag IID.  
Between June/July 1944 he was moved to Stalag 357.  He was evacuated on foot on 
April 7, 1945 and thus began the forced “Death  March” west.  Charles was liberated 
on May 2, 1945.  After returning to Canada, he joined the Toronto Police Depart-
ment, married and had two children.  After 39 years’ service, Charles retired as a 
Staff Inspector.  On January 15, 2001, Charles passed away at 80 years of age. 
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We also wish to honour these men who became Prisoners of War on August 19, 1942…. 

PTE. FRED CASTLE - B67835  -  “C” Company - POW# 26538 

Fred Castle was born on November 21, 1917 in Stouffville, Ontario.  He left school at 
the age of fifteen to work with his father to help support the family.  Fred enlisted on 
July 5, 1940 at 21 years of age.  He went overseas in February of 1941.  Landing on 
Blue Beach, he suffered a shrapnel wound in his neck and was taken prisoner.  He was 
the first prisoner of war from the town of Stouffville.  After the surrender, the Royals 
were held in a school courtyard, when an Allied plane flew over and strafed the men, 
not realizing they were POWs.  A bullet pierced his chest and came out his left side.  
He spent three weeks in hospital before being transported by train to Stalag VIIIB.  He 
escaped several times, but was recaptured.  He survived the Death March and was 
liberated by Americans.  Upon returning to Canada, Fred married, had two children 
and started a construction company with two other veterans.  He also joined the 
Stouffville Volunteer Fire Department, where he served as Deputy Chief for twenty 
five years.     
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DIEPPE 74TH ANNIVERSARY EVENT continued 

Paul Ryan and song 
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E V E R Y  M A N  R E M E M B E R E D  

If you can help us find photos and stories for the Dieppe soldiers from the Royal Regiment,                                                      

or if you would like more information, contact:   

     Mark Cadeau       Jayne Poolton-Turvey              www.dieppebluebeach.ca 

m.cadeau@sympatico.ca        gjturvey@rogers.com 

       705-715-8898                            705-737-5085                     Like us on Facebook  
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The Dieppe heroes honoured at this event were: 

Pte. Frank Oswald Brown  (KIA) 

Pte. Harry D. Dickenson (KIA) 

Pte. Harvey H. Phillips (KIA) 

Pte. Frank England (POW) died from tuberculosis 
contracted during his time as a prisoner. 

Pte. William J. MacIntyre (POW) died from tuber-
culosis contracted during his time as a prisoner. 

Pte. Gordon H. Poole (POW) died from                        
tuberculosis while a prisoner in the camp. 

Cpl. Frederick J. Barlow, Essex Scottish Regiment 
(died during a training accident in Canada). 

Pte. Russell Bellinger (POW) 

Pte. Fred Castle (POW) 

Pte. Lyall H. Deremo (POW) 

L/Cpl. James Donald (POW) 

Pte. Robert G. Fickling (POW) 

Sgt. Robert W. Gregory (POW) 

Pte. Charles J. Jones (POW) 

Pte. William C. Olver (POW) 

Pte. Louis D. Pantaleo (POW) 

Sgt. George Pettigrew (POW) 

Pte. Jack A. Poolton (POW) 

Gnr. Edwin H. Smith (POW) 

Sgt. Charles E. Surphlis (POW) 

Pte. James Thomson (POW) 

Pte. Wilfred F. Tunney (POW) 
Pte. Thomas A. Kitchener (Safe to England) 

Pte. Harvey M. Seaton (Safe to England) 

Pte. Cecil E. Williams (Safe to England) 

 

Lest we forget……. 

 

We would like to thank the Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 
147 Barrie, and Bill Soule, President, as well as Lynn Dawson 
and the amazing Ladies Auxiliary for all they did to make our               
Dieppe 74th anniversary commemoration event such a                   
success! 

We would also like to acknowledge the following people for 
all they did to help with this event (bringing things to display 
or loaning us items, helping to organize and carry items up 
and down stairs before and after the event, and for helping 
our in many ways during the event: 

 

Paul Ryan for composing the amazing song “I Was A Soldier”, 
and for performing it for the families. 

Deborah Watson for researching and teaching us about the 
soldiers who were attached to the Royal Regiment, and who 
suffered the same fate. 

Glen Moore, Vice-President, The Royal Regiment of Canada Assoc. 

Samantha Cowan, The Battlefield Tours 

Jill Lewis 

Linda Miller 

Gord Turvey 

Danielle & Tyler Morris 

Nicole Turvey & Brenen Suddaby 

Dennis Bellinger 

Teri Osler 

Tim Deremo 

Alan and Darlene Deremo 

Eileen Daikens 

Jack & Sue Poolton 

Doug Surphlis 

Jen Surphlis 

Blanche Ryan 

Honey Glendinning 


