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DIEPPE - BLUE BEACH
EVERY MAN REMEMBERED
The Royal Regiment of Canada
A not-for-profit research project to honour the soldiers of
The Royal Regiment of Canada
who participated in the Dieppe Raid on August 19, 1942. Please help us
find information and photos of all 554 men who landed on Blue Beach.
DIEPPE MEMORIAL AT FORT YORK ARMOURIES
On Thursday September 22, 2016, we attended the Dieppe Memorial at Fort York Armouries. Our Dieppe
Royals would have been very pleased, as the Band of The Royal Regiment of Canada, sounding and looking
amazing, played the march entitled, “The Men of Dieppe” (composed by Dieppe Veteran and Prisoner of War,
Stephen Michell). The Soldiers on parade were extremely impressive. It made us very proud of these men
and women as we watched them march past.
After prayers, the wreath laying at the Dieppe Monument
and the Last Post, we were invited upstairs to the Officers’
Mess, where we were invited to speak for a few minutes, and
were able to tell the Officers about our Every Man
Remembered Project. A member of The Royal Regiment of
Canada Association once told me that as descendants of the
Dieppe Royals, we are considered “family” of The Royal
Regiment of Canada. I can honestly say, we were treated like
family at this ceremony, and it will not be forgotten.
From l to r: Glen Moore, Vice-President and Webmaster of The Royal Regiment of Canada Association, Doug Surphlis, son of Dieppe Veteran and
Prisoner of War, Charles Surphlis, Jayne Poolton-Turvey, daughter of Dieppe Veteran and Prisoner of War, Jack A. Poolton, Mark Cadeau, grandson
of Dieppe Veteran, Harvey M. Seaton, Robert Burke, great nephew of Frank Oswald Brown, who was killed at Dieppe on August 19, 1942, as well
as Robert’s wife Sara and daughter Emma.

DIEPPE 75TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR
During our custom-made tour for next year’s Dieppe 75th anniversary, we will be travelling from London,
England to Aldershot and to several other locations where The Royal Regiment of Canada lived and trained
for nearly two years leading up to the Dieppe Raid, as we walk in the footsteps of our forefathers. We will be
visiting the Canadian Military Cemetery at Brookwood, as well as The
Brookwood 1939-1945 Memorial. This memorial stands at the southern end of the Canadian section of the cemetery and commemorates
3,500 men and women of the land forces of the Commonwealth,
who died during the Second World War and have no known grave,
including many of our soldiers killed on Blue Beach, including L/Cpl.
Douglas Haig Simpson who is featured in this newsletter on page
two. Stand with us at Brookwood, as we pay tribute to these soldiers
who paid the ultimate sacrifice and have no known grave. There are
still a few spots available on this tour, but we are filling up fast. If you would like more information or to book
this once in a lifetime tour, please contact The Battlefield Tours, on their website:
www.thebattlefieldtours.com/dieppe75 or call toll free 1-877-449-4652.
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We wish to honour the following heroes who died on Blue Beach, August 19, 1942...
PTE. STEWART KENNETH HOUSER - B68174 - “B” Company
Private Stewart Houser was born on December 1, 1917 to his mother, Catherine
and his father, Silas. He was their fifth child. His three brothers were William,
Daniel and Gordon and his two sisters were Marion and Lillian. Stewart enlisted
in the Canadian Army on May 26, 1941 and trained in North Bay and Camp
Borden prior to embarking for overseas duty on October 5, 1941. Stewart wrote
home saying that he had been married, but his wife had passed away about five
months later after cutting her finger at work. The cut had become infected and
gangrene set in which took her life. Sadly Stewart’s father Silas also passed away
in January of 1942, while Stewart was overseas. Private Houser was initially
reported missing after the Dieppe Raid and it was then confirmed that his body
had washed ashore on September 18, 1942 at Wenduyne, Belgium. He was
initially buried at the public cemetery in Wenduyne, but was later reburied in the
Adegem Canadian Military Cemetery in Adegem, Belgium., Plot XI, Row F, Grave 5.
L/CPL. DOUGLAS HAIG SIMPSON - B66770 - “C” Company
Douglas Simpson was born on October 1, 1916 in Dunchurch, Ontario. In 1939,
(near the end of the Great Depression), 23 year old Doug went to Toronto in
order to find work, and using his farming background and experience, managed
to get a job driving a milk wagon. With the outbreak of war, at the beginning of
September, he was the first man from around Dunchurch to sign up, and
enlisted with The Royal Regiment on September 9, 1939, a day before Canada
declared war on Germany. He served in Iceland with the Royals and trained in
the south of England. Storming the beach at Dieppe, Douglas was killed. His
body was never found. Douglas Haig Simpson is honoured on the Brookwood
Memorial, Panel 23, Column 3.

PTE. ROLAND EDWARD WARD - B66605 - “BN. H..Q.” Company
Roland was in the militia long before the beginning of the war. He signed up for
active duty the day before Canada declared war on Germany. “Rolly” once was
called “the most photographed man in the Royal Regiment”. He always took the
Regiment’s mascot “Lance-Private Royal,”, a huge St. Bernard, out on parade and
was photographed with him on dozens of occasions. He even held “Royal” while the
King patted the dog’s head while inspecting the Regiment in England. Roland was
married in Glasgow a month before he was killed on Blue beach. He died beside his
good friend, Cpl. Joe Ryan. Prior to Dieppe, Rolly had asked Joe that if anything
should happen to him, to take his watch and give it to his new wife. Joe Ryan always
visited the grave of his cherished friend, whenever he returned to Dieppe. Roland
Ward is buried in the Dieppe Canadian Cemetery, Hautot-Sur-Mer, Row E, Grave 73.

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.
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We also wish to honour these men who became Prisoners of War on August 19, 1942….

PTE. IAN ALEXANDER NEWLANDS - B67878 - “B” Company - Pow # 39787
Ian Alexander Newlands was born on September 12, 1921. He enlisted July 10, 1940
and on his enlistment papers it stated that his birth year was 1920. After training at
Camp Borden in 1940, he left Halifax for training in England prior to Dieppe. Landing
on Blue Beach, Ian was badly wounded and taken prisoner. He spent time in hospital
undergoing surgery and then was a Prisoner of War in Stalag IXC, Muhlhausen,
Germany until the end of the war.

PTE. EDWARD SAMUEL LaCOMBE - B83265 - “C” Company - POW# 39765
Edward was from Hamilton, Ontario. During the Dieppe Raid, he was hit in the back
with shrapnel. He was taken prisoner and after basic medical treatment, was sent
to Stalag IXC, Muhlhausen, Germany. After the war, he was admitted to Sunnybrook
Hospital several times due to the shrapnel wounds he received during the Raid.
He was married to Marge and they had five children together. Sadly, she was killed
in a car accident when she was on her way to visit him. This left Edward with five
children to raise and support. He eventually remarried and moved to Dunnville,
Ontario.

PTE. ERNEST GEORGE EDMUNDS - B66614 - “H.Q.“ Company - POW# 25789
Ernest was carrying on the army tradition of his father, Pte. Edmunds of the Veterans
Guard and 19 years an Imperial, when he went with the Royal Regiment on the attack
at Dieppe. When he was reported missing in action, his mother Mrs. Florence May
Edmunds, Florence Street held out hope that he might be a prisoner.

Photo from Ancestry.com

Ernest Edmunds enlisted on September 4, 1939 and went overseas with Headquarters
Company of the Royal Regiment in June 1940, first to Iceland and then to England. He
was born in Toronto and educated at Alex Muir school. Before enlisting he worked for
a short time as a clerk in a Toronto butcher shop. On July 18, 1942, four weeks before
the Dieppe Raid, he married at English girl. His father who has been stationed on the
west coast with the Veterans Guard was on the last day of 14 days leave at home
when the casualty list carrying Pte. Edmunds as missing was released from National
Defence Headquarters.

P a g e

D i e p p e

4

-

B l u e

B e ac h

A N U P D AT E O N T H E E V E R Y M A N R E M E M B E R E D P R O J E C T
We are still working diligently trying to locate photos and information for the project and our commemorative book. New connections are
being made weekly, with families of men who were Killed In Action, or Prisoners Of War, who are able to share information and photos to
move the project forward. We are also seeking photos and information for those men who were able to get off the beach that day, and
back to England. We have added two research volunteers to the project, Joyce and Jennifer Lang, who with their expertise in creating
documents and researching, are assisting us with extracting information from the files of our boys who were Killed in Action in order to
make it easier for each man’s story to be written. This fall, we are hoping to start creating documents for each soldier, so if we have
contacted you about your relative, and you have not yet sent information and photos to us, please do so as soon as possible. We will be
emailing you a form with some questions that might be able to help you put a story together, especially for those relatives who weren’t able
to discuss what they had been through, with their families. Also, if you happen to have any group photos, please scan them and email them
to us, as we are starting to be able to identify many men in the photos we have been collecting. This will help to keep their memories alive,
far into the future when there is no one left to identify them. Our Dieppe 75 tour that we have organized with The Battlefield Tours already
has 42 people registered, and spots are filling up fast. So if you are interested, please don’t hesitate. We thank you for all you have done to
assist us with this VERY IMPORTANT PROJECT! Together, we can ensure that EVERY MAN IS REMEMBERED!!

Middle and right side of “B”
Company - photo taken in
February 1941.
Do you recognize anyone?
Please let us know!

Courtesy Doug Olver (from the William Olver collection)
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DIEPPE - BLUE BEACH
EVERY MAN REMEMBERED

Hut 21B - Canadian Compound - STALAG VIIIB - POW Camp
CAN YOU IDENTIFY ANYONE?

Photo Courtesy
Doug Olver
(from the William
Olver collection)

We would like to acknowledge those people who have helped move this project forward:
Glen Moore
Chanel Craigie
Doug Surphlis
Robert Burke
Gino Falconi
John Macfie
Lorne Williams
Jennifer Lang
Joyce Lang

Bios and photos for the following were provided by:
Susan Sanford for Stewart Houser’s and Edward LaCombe’s stories.
John Macfie for Douglas Haig Simpson’s story.
Dianne Lyons for Ian Alexander Newlands’ story.

If you can help us find photos and stories for these heroes, or for more information, contact:
Mark Cadeau
m.cadeau@sympatico.ca
705-715-8898

Jayne Poolton-Turvey
gjturvey@rogers.com
705-737-5085

www.dieppebluebeach.ca
Like us on Facebook

