WEB SITE:

ASSOCIATION MAILING ADDRESS:

www.rregtc-assoc.org

R REGT C ASSOCIATION
The Royal Regiment of Canada
660 Fleet Street
TORONTO ON
M5V 1A9

The Royal Regiment of Canada Association
10th Royal Grenadiers

The Toronto Regiment (3rd Bn CEF)

ICH DIEN

1862 – 2016
PRESIDENT
CWO (ret’d) Ross Atkinson
519-2781779
ross.atkinson@rogers.com
VICE PRESIDENT
WO Glen Moore
647-960-1005
glen.m64@rogers.com
PAST PRESIDENT
WO Glen Moore
647-960-1005
glen.m64@rogers.com
SECRETARY
Leo Afonso
905-697-3865
Leo.afonso@gmail.com
TREASURER
Capt (ret’d) Dan Joyce
905-337-7142
djjoyce8356@aol.com
EDITOR
Georgina Stafford
705-435-4141
garygeorginastafford@yahoo.ca

March 2016

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
I am once again honoured to have been elected your Association President for
2016. Something we have added to this edition of the newsletter is a picture
of your executive, suitable for framing and hanging in a prominent area of your
home.
2016 will mark some significant and important changes deemed necessary by
your Executive, in order to carry out our mandate as established in 1952. To
confirm, our mandate is to provide assistance to former members who may be
ill, preserve the records and memories of the Regiment, promote knowledge
of the Regiment and our perpetuated units, promote the comradeship of all
members of the Regimental Family, and encourage members of the Regiment
and affiliated Cadet Corps to continue their education by sponsoring annual
scholarships.
Our first change comes in recognition of the changing demographics of the
Regiment’s serving members and our own membership. Accordingly, the date
and format of our Annual Reunion dinner will change.
Therefore, it is our intent to sponsor and conduct the 1st Annual Association
Birthday Ball on March 4th 2017. Your Executive is excited at this opportunity
to provide all ranks of the Regiment and their significant others an excellent
opportunity to celebrate our Regimental Birthday. Continued on page 2
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Presidents Message continued from page one

While we will always honour and support our veterans, we must be cognizant that our current serving
members are now the majority supporters of our events and if we fail to change with the times, we will
fail to meet our Mandate. However, as in the past, our WWII and Korea Veterans and caregivers will be
hosted by the Association and all the proper recognition and protocols will be followed.
Due to planning constraints we will not hold the November dinner this year (2016), and focus our energy
and support in preparation of our 1st Annual Association Birthday Ball. More details will follow in the
September Newsletter.
Scholarship Program

CAMOUFLAGE

Our Scholarship program continues to support deserving Regimental members in their pursuit of higher
education. I wish to thank the many generous donors who have provided the funds necessary to support
the Scholarship program over the years. Again, in keeping with the changing times and increasing cost of
post secondary education, your Executive has decided to limit the number of scholarships presented to
10, while increasing the fiscal amount of each scholarship to $750.00.
Also, the scholarships will be named after significant unit Battle Honours. For example, “The Vimy Ridge
Scholarship”, “The Dieppe Scholarship, or “The Passchendaele Scholarship”. Individuals who wish to donate funds in support of a scholarship, will have their names or a family members name prominently displayed as sponsor. Donations may be combined to support the full amount and in that case, all donors
contributing to that scholarship will have their names added to the certificate.
Regimental Scholarships will be awarded on the Sorrel Day parade, and the Cadet awards will be awarded
at their year-end Annual Review parade. This will ensure that those receiving a sponsorship will have the
opportunity to have their families present to witness the event. In both cases, the sponsors will be invited
to participate in the award presentation.
KIT SHOP
Another venture I am excited to present is our partnership with CANEX. CANEX, as some are aware, is the
Canadian Forces store for clothing, “green army gear”, like the “Junior General Kits”. CANEX also provides
the regular force with “branded” kit shop items, like shirts, mugs, pennants and the like.
There are a large number of up-front costs associated with sourcing and obtaining kit shop items from 3rd
party suppliers, not to mention the time and effort to store and ship to our members. The CANEX partnership absorbs all the initial costs, and has the convenience of on-line shopping and ships direct to you. On a
monthly basis, CANEX will deposit into our account that month’s proceeds. This venture will essentially
provide us with a one-stop shopping experience and gives us a huge amount of flexibility.

This can be accessed by going to www.canex.ca, click on Military, then click on Army Kit Shops, go to column on left to click on the unit name. This will open up our “store”. Our site will be ready for business in
March, and will start with some basic items. As we ask CANEX to provide more items, they will be added
to the site. Feel free to browse the other links when opening the Military page. For those inclined, you
can always get that shiny Junior Generals Kit you did without, or “Support our Troops” items to display
your support of Canada’s military.
In conclusion, I realize most of these initiatives mark a substantial change for our Association. However,
where our support was traditionally established for WWII veterans, we have to recognize our new generation of veterans. Many of whom have proudly served in Afghanistan, the former Yugoslavia, and United
Nations Peacekeeping missions around the world. While they are much younger, their needs are no less,
and many continue to serve their Regiment and Country today. According and in keeping with the highest
of standards, your Association will continue to serve our members, our Regiment and our veterans both
young and old.
“Ich Dien”
Ross Atkinson
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AN EVENT NOT TO MISS!
SORREL DAY and
AFFIRMATION OF THE FREEDOM OF THE CITY
15TH MAY 2016
2016 will mark the 100th Anniversary of the battle of Mount Sorrel .
Our yearly recognition of this event “ Sorrel Day” is the commemoration of the victory won by the
III Battalion CEF, The Toronto Regiment, in the Ypres Salient in 1916 at Mount Sorrel. This occasion was
first observed by the Regiment in France in 1917 by the wearing of a sprig of wood-sorrel. This tradition
has been perpetuated by The Royal Regiment of Canada as an annual memorial service in which the
Battalion and the Association participate.
In recognition of the 100th Anniversary, The Royal Regiment of Canada will reaffirm our Freedom Of The
City as originally bestowed in 1968. The ceremony will take place at New City Hall where Major John Tory will reaffirm our right to march through the city with drums beating, bayonets fixed and Colours unfurled. The Regiment will then march back through the streets of Toronto to Fort York Armoury where
the traditional Sorrel Day ceremonies will take place. This will be followed by our traditional Family Day
activities.
The affirmation of the Freedom of the City will take place at 1200 hrs on the 15th of May 2016. Guests
are asked to be seated by 1145 hrs.
Following the ceremony at New City Hall, the Regiment will march back to FYA. The Regiment will conduct a March Past in front of the Armoury. Guests who wish to witness the Regiment’s return and march
past are asked to be present in front of the armoury NLT 1330 hrs.
Sorrel Day will take place at 1400 hrs at Fort York Armoury 15th May 2016. Guests are asked to be seated by 1345hrs. Mailed invitations will also be sent to our VIPs.
The Commanding Officer LCol Tom Payne CD has expressed his desire to invite all Regimental Family
Members to be present at both events. Accordingly, buses will be provided to transport those interested
in witnessing both events.
An on line invitation will be extended with the opportunity to self identify as to your interest in being
bused to from FYA to New City to witness the event. Following the parade at New City Hall , you will be
returned to FYA to take part in Sorrel Day.

Please NOTE that if you wish to be transported to New City Hall, you will need to be at FYA no later
than .1045 hrs. Please allow for extra travel time as the Gardiner Expressway will be closed on May 15th
weekend.
DID YOU MARCH IN THE ORIGINAL FREEDOM OF THE CITY PARADE?
We are looking for members who took part in the Freedom of the City in 1962. Those who can attend
will be invited to the VIP reception. Please contact our association secretary Leo Afonso at
Leo.afonso@gmail.com

Motto
Honi soit qui mal y pense (Shame to he who
thinks evil of it)
Ready Aye Ready
Nec Aspera Terrent (Difficulties be Damned)
Ich Dien (I Serve)
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Dear Regimental Fami-

ly,

Our fund raising for our Regimental Chapel at Saint
James Cathedral Church continues. Saint George
Chapel offers a place of serenity and sanctuary for our
members and our former Regimental Colours.
Our Regimental Family has embraced the opportunity
to memorialize a beloved family member or surname
in the St. George chapel. Of the original thirty chairs,
only ten chairs remain to which a name plate will be
affixed in permanent recognition of a family name or
loved one.
Should you be interested in supporting our Chapel and
the production of our Regimental History, a donation
in the sum of $1000 to The Royal Regiment of Canada
Foundation will enshrine your plate in the chapel for perpetuity. Proceeds go directly to the Regiment
and support the cost of our chapel and our new Regimental History. A tax receipt will be issued. Orders
can be made through Gary Stafford.
Please contact Gary Stafford at 705 435 4141 with questions or to indicate your interest. The Royal Regiment of Canada Foundation and I are honored to extend this invitation to you. Thank you for your consideration and support.

Sincerely,
Gary Stafford BGen (ret’d) OMM CD
Honorary Lieutenant Colonel
H 705 435 4141

C 705 890 2425
Stafford_5369@yahoo.ca

I would like to thank the following members
and families who have made donations in
support of this initiative:
LCol (ret’d) Adrian PRAYSNER
Ms Elizabeth MASON
LCol (ret’d) Kenn VOSS
LCol (ret’d) Robert DOUGLAS
LCol (ret’d) Vijay SHARMA
Col (ret’d) ALLEY
BGen (ret’d) Gary STAFFORD
Mrs Nancy COOK
Mrs Hennie MAXTED
Mrs Adriana McGEE
Mr Bruce ANDREWS
Mr Donald CATTO
Mrs Verginia GOTTER
Capt (ret’d) Jim DOMINE
Capt Adam WEST
MGen (ret’d) R. Lewis
Regimental Association
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WARRIORS DAY PARADE 2015

Your Association took the First Place
Trophy & Plaque for Winners of The
Canon Scott Trophy for Veteran
Marching Units of 15 or less members. Glen Moore (left) and Ross Atkinson (right)

Polish up those boots for 2016

BATOCHE DINNER 2016 Last years dinner was a great success and held at the
RCMI. Mayor John Tory was present and issued a challenge to the Commanding
Officer to reaffirm our Freedom of the City on the 15th of May 2016. This year’s dinner will again be conducted at the RCMI on 6th May 2016. Our guest speaker will be
the Canadian Army Commander Lieutenant General Marquis HAINSE CMM, MSC, CD
We look forward to your participation.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AUDREY!
103 YEARS YOUNG
Audrey Turner celebrated her 103rd birthday this
year. Audrey continues to support the Regiment
and is a regular participant at Regimental events.
WELL DONE AUDREY!

FUTURE LEADERS
SEVEN NEWLY PROMOTED CORPORALS PROUDLY
DISPLAY THEIR RANK
CONGRATULATIONS!
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Your Newsletters will look back in time and present you with a brief historic review of a battle in which
The Royal Regiment of Canada took part. These historic reviews will be based on the vignettes written by
the late Major W.R. (Bob) Bennett CD. Bob was an intelligence sergeant with The Royal Regiment of Canada during WWII.

The Royal Regiment’s Advance Party of Maj. J.C.H. Anderson MC, Lt. J.C.G. Plante B68358 L/Cpl. D.A.
May, arrived in Normandy 28 June 1944. The Regiment followed with 17 Officers and 335 ORs on 5 July
and 18 Officers and 467 ORs on 6 July, all landing at Courseulles-sur-Mer. On 10 July The Regiment was
moved to Bretteville-1 ‘Orgueilleuse, 2 miles west of la Villoneuve and Rots and then proceeded on foot
easterly on the N13 road to the Caen suburb of St. Germain-la-Blanche-Herbe, where we were positioned
in abandoned buildings and slit trenches about the grounds, relieving the Regina Rifles. From St. Germain
we could see, hear and smell the battle in the distance; but later, we came under attack from enemy AirBurst 88mm fire and Night Bombers.
Tue 11 July 1944 after dusk, The Regiment moved down the N175 road to Verson, where we suffered our
first fatal casualty, B55520 Pte. T.G. Thompson. As we turned southward to relieve the Glasgow Highlanders at Eterville, we were subjected to continuous enemy mortar fire – and two enemy Fighting Patrols, within our lines, had to be fought off. The change-over of troops on foot and vehicles in two-way
traffic, in the black-of-night, under heavy fire, was alarmingly confusing. The Highlanders withdrew in
anxious haste. For the next five days, continuous shell and mortar fire was broken only for the enemy
reloading periods of 5-10 min., and their “by-the-book” noon half-hour dinner stand-down.
Dawn Wed 12 July 1944 brought the stark realization of our untenable position. The Regiment found itself in a building salient, jutting into enemy territory, still occupied by small enemy standing patrols within our positions; and about 50 unburied British and German dead scattered in buildings, on the grounds
and in some of the too-few open trenches. The stench of the dead rotting in the hot July sun was breathtaking. At first light, heavy mortar fire concentrated on our Bn. TAC HQ, causing casualties to men and
vehicles. During one of these “Moaning Minnie” attacks on our HQ, our Doctor, Capt. I.P. Weingarten MD
was killed.
13, 14, 15 July 1944 Every night the Germans would lay-down heavy smoke on our flanks and penetrate
the Canadian line to encircle our rear. Each morning we’d find The Regiment surrounded, till we were
able to force the Tiger Tanks to withdraw. Every night the enemy also sent Fighting Infantry Patrols deeply into our positions, particularly the Chateau “B” Coy area and our Bn. TAC HQ, until they were driven off
in the morning, and then would leave Snipers behind everywhere (see map). Each morning Royals had to
spray all the trees with machine-gun fire to rout them out. Enemy aircraft continued sporadic night
bombing with 2-lb anti-personnel bombs. On the 15th, B70313 Pte. J.A.. Smith, a stretcher-bearer, after
attending to dead and wounded in no-mans-land, returned to our lines with German prisoners in tow
(and was later awarded the MM). Again, on the 15th, we captured a German Officer with wireless set,
directing artillery firing orders for registered and observed targets, stationed in our rear (see map). Also
on the 15th, Lt. Col. A.M. Young our CO, went back to “B” Echelon and Maj. J.C. Anderson MC assumed
command of the Regiment.
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Eterville continued from page 6
Sun 16 July 1944 The Essex Scottish took over our positions during the night of 16-17 amid flares and
bombing by German Aircraft on Verson and Eterville, inflicting more casualties.
This vicious baptism of fire upon green troops feed with uncooked compo-box rations, little drinking
water (none for washing or shaving), with sleep impossible and ravaged by ground-lice; in a tactically
unstable position was a shocking initiation to war. Our Tanks were no match for the Tiger, our rifles
were inferior to their MM 88mm was legendary, and we had nothing to match his Nebelwerfer sixbarrelled mortar that sequentially fired six 150mm 70-lb bombs nearly four miles. (75% of all Infantry
Casualties were attributed to mortar fire in WWII). During these five days, with little activity from our
prepared positions, The Royals had 1 Officer and 29 ORs killed and 3 Officers and 71 ORs wounded,
mostly from direct hits.
Major W.R. (Bob) Bennett CD.

LOOKING BACK - DO YOU KNOW WHEN OR WHERE THESE PICTURES WERE TAKEN? CAN YOU NAME
THOSE IN THE PHOTOS?
In keeping with our responsibility to maintain records of our Regimental past, we are now seeking and archiving photos of our members in their early years of service. To accomplish this, we are requesting members to send in an early picture of themselves in uniform. The date, location and the names of any other
members in the photo would be appreciated. If mailed in, your picture will be returned at the earliest opportunity.

We believe this group photo was taken in the early 70’s . We have identified many individuals however
there still remain a few yet identified. Are you one of this band of brothers? How many do you
know? Please share your memories and knowledge with the Editor. Hopefully, all the names will be
reviled in the September newsletter.
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ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE ( AWOL)
Cpl Stephen Galbraith and Cpl A.D. Meitz
In 1974 Cpl Stephen Galbraith apparently served in Egypt on UN duty. In 1977, Cpl A.D. Meitz apparently
completed his second tour of duty in Egypt. We are seeking your support in confirming this information or
providing contact information for these members. Unfortunately, they are not listed as members of the
Association. Pls Contact Capt (ret’d) Mihail Murgoci mailto:scrollmeister@nexicom.net
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SCHOLARSHIPS

Your Executive Committee in conjunction with the Commanding Officer have reviewed the requirements for our cadets and regimental members to qualify for scholarships. While the
number of scholarships awarded has decreased, the amount of the scholarships have increased in keeping the with high cost of education today. See Ross Atkinson’s message.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank those members of the Association whose generous donations made the 2015 scholarships possible. Your donations provide recognition and support to students serving in the Regiment and Cadets. They also provide an opportunity for Association families
and friends to honor the memory of those who have served their Regiment and Canada. Please send in
your donations for this year’s scholarship awards.
The following members made these Scholarships possible through their generous donations to the
Association in 2015.
Norman J Baker, Mary Lee Bell, Raymond Bird, P. Boyle, Joseph Buozis, Ronald Carter, Donald Catto,
Nancy Cook, Wayne Cotgreave, Julie Crawford, Gino Falconi, Harold Harkes, George Hill, K. Hope,
George Hope, Gordon Johnson, B. Lacosse, Reg Lewis, Alan Nanders, Ron Olgivie, J. Preece, C.A. Robertson, Fred Scott, Audrey Turner.
The Employee Mentoring Program (EMP) continues to do great work under the direction of Capt (ret’d)
Tom Quigley. Tom ensures that volunteers from within
the Toronto business community continue to mentor
reservist who are seeking new employment or to transition back into the business world. The program has
been very successful, with members from other regiments now seeking our assistance. Well done and
thank you to all those who volunteer their time in this
important endeavor!

SUPPORTING OUR TROOPS Our Association Members continue to provided coffee and donuts
for members of our Regiment returning from
weekend training. After a challenging weekend of training, our hospitality is well received. If you are interested in taking part in
this activity, please check “Yes” on the registration form and mail it to us.
Glen Moore, Fred Scott, and Roger Brown. Not
in the picture but present is Len Janke and
Ross Atkinson. Troops have just returned
from Exercise Royal Sceptre where they were
participating in 1 of 2 annual winter warfare
training exercises.

“DON’T BE A DRAIN ON THE RATION STRENGTH!”
PAY YOUR 2016 DUES ! The Association relies on your
DUES to ensure the continued support to our members and the production and mailing of your newsletter. Unfortunately many of our members
(life members excluded) do not pay their dues .
Please take the time to mail in your DUES of $15.00 for 2015. You may
also wish to consider becoming a Life Member for the one time donation
of $150.00. Benefits include reducing the amount of administration by
the Executive in tracking membership dues and your not having to remember to pay them. If you have not already paid your dues, please complete the dues section on the Registration & Order Form and return it with
your cheque in the enclosed self-addressed return envelope. We will send
you an attractive membership card in a plastic wallet with a Royal Regiment crest. If you are a Life Member and do not have a current Membership card please request one and we will mail it to you.
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NEW REGIMENTAL HISTORY TO BE PUBLISHED IN 2016 Progress continues on
our new Regimental History . Mr. Don Graves hard work and his continued support by
Capt (ret’d) Mihail Murgoci promises to result in an excellent product we can all be very
proud of. Unfortunately, and in keeping with the military tradition of “ Hurry up and
wait” the release is not expected until the fall of this year.

VETERANS’ WELFARE

Important! If you know of any former members of the Regiment who need
our support, please let us know. We may be able to help or find someone who can. Call one of the Officers
listed, or send an e-mail or note using the Registration Form enclosed.
VETERANS’ CONCERNS COMMITTEE (VCC)
Alan Nanders, Chair ,
I can be contacted at 519-741-0005 at home or at alan.nanders@utoronto.cc

Hello Association Colleagues:
CF ONE CARD I just received news (see above subject line) that no
new or replacement NDI 75 (Record of Service Cards) will be issued by
DND as of 01 Feb 2016. The new CF One Card will take its place. I recently got my new CF One Card, which is grey instead of blue. It bears
my name, membership number and the word "Veteran." This word
"Veteran" on the card will apparently ensure that extra luggage can be
checked by the Veteran only on flights by Air Canada (3 pieces total) and
WestJet (4 pieces total.) That extra luggage privilege will not extend to
my wife, who has no CF service, but has also applied for the new CF One
card. Her card will say "Family of Veteran." - Only the actual Veteran flying can check the extra luggage.
There is a bit of a positive change for the 25% discount off the lowest
ticket price that ViaRail offers to serving CF members and to Veterans.
CF1 personnel on the phone assured me today that this discount is now
PLAQUES
open CFOne card holders who have EITHER "Veteran" or "Family of VetAVAILABLE!
eran" cards. - That would allow my wife being able to take our grandson
to Halifax by rail, and get a 25% military discount. But there would be no
$115.00 each, name plate
need for me (the actual Veteran) to travel with them, as was the rule belettering is $0.30 per letter.
fore!
In any case, the CF1 Card is a discount card, and not any kind of valid ID
This includes all taxes and
shipping costs. Choice
card. As such, it must be presented with valid photo ID, such as a driver's
of
black marble or mahogalicence. This is an important "must" now. - If you do have the old NDI 75
ny finish.
card (which does have your picture on it) I would suggest taking it along
with your new CF One card, if you want preferred treatment on your
Contact Russel Smart at
smatruss@hotmail.com
flight or on ViaRail. All of the above CF1 Card info should be more readily
available on-line soon at www.cf1fc.ca. Or call CFOne toll-free at 1-855or 705 325 -2167
245-0330. (Or call me at 519-573-2829) "Ich Dien"
Alan Nanders
for additional information
Chair
Wa
rrio
Veterans' Concern Committee

DO YOU KNOW THE MEMBERS IN THIS PHOTO? CONTACT US AND KEEP OUR HISTORY ACCURATE!
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IN MEMORIUM
Fellow Members,

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of Mrs. Joy Housser (nee Ferguson) 1922-2015
Joy died peacefully on October 21, 2015. She was a life long supporter of our Regiment and Association. It
was seldom that Joy was not present at a Regimental
event or parade. She was the beloved wife of the
late Brig. Gen. John G. Housser M.C., E.D. (Royal Regiment of Canada), sister to the late The Honourable
George P. Ferguson Q.C. (the late Diana), sister-inlaw of Jane Housser Aird, (the late The Honourable
John B. Aird CC, O. Ont. Q.C.). Proud mother of Anne
(David McAllister), John (Linda) and Harry (Sharon)
Housser. Grandmother to Nathaniel, John and Richard Housser, and Alison, Michael (Meredith), Alan
(Marisol) and Sarah (Erik Ulbricht), and to Harry’s
Bob Douglas Joy Housser Howard Flood step-daughters, Lysia Medeiros and Emily Mudde.
Great-grandmother to Henry, Liam, Margaret, Sydney, Cameron, Anne McAllister and Simon Ulbricht.
Joy had a full life travelling between Toronto, Ontario and Nassau, Bahamas. Joy will be missed by all.
Our thoughts also go out to Capt (ret’d) Bruce
Barbeau CD and his family over the recent passing of his mother, Georgina “Marie” Barbeau.
We would also like to recognize the passing of
CWO (RSM) Scott Frederick “Paddy” Patterson
CD.
Although not a Royal, Scott was a steadfast supporter and friend of our Regiment. Scott passed
away on February 10, 2016. Scott was currently
serving at the Brigade Battle School and a proud
member of the Queen’s Own Rifles of Canada. His
kindness, generosity and good humor will be
missed. Left to right—Jesse Jones, Dave Newton,
Gary Stafford and Scott (Paddy) Patterson.

IN MEMORIUM
St. George Chapel at Saint James Cathedral Church

Joy Housser

CWO Scott Patterson

Georgina Barbeau

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE
SUN AND IN THE MORNING,
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
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Our third in a series of short stories provided by veterans of WWII, Korea, Bosnia, Afghanistan and other NATO or Peace Keeping Missions. If you would like to share your story ,
please send it to the Editor.

“A SOLDIER’S STORY”

“Just Once” LCol (ret’d) Harold J. HARKES MC
I was mobilized in Mar 1941 while serving with the Lorne Scots. Following basic training, I was sent to
England and served there from June 1941 to Aug 1944. I served in various NCO ranks, and at one point,
I was posted to Headquarters, 2 Canadian Corp.
On August 24, 1944 I was commissioned, having graduated from the British Royal Military College. I
was then posted to The Royal Regiment of Canada and joined the regiment as it returned to Dieppe and
was assigned to Bravo (B) Company 10PD. I stayed with B Coy fighting thru France, Belgium, Holland &
Germany, until wounded on the 19 February 1945. After convalescence, I returned to B Coy in March
1945 and served until the end of the war. I was awarded the Military Cross and mentioned in dispatches.
After the conclusion of conflict in Europe, I volunteered for the Pacific Force and arrived in Kingston and
served with the 48th Highlanders until the Japanese surrender. In late 1945, I joined the Royal Canadian Regiment and was offered a permanent Commission. I accepted and was posted back to Germany in
December 1945 where I served with the North Shore Regiment as part of the occupational force.
Upon my return to Canada, I was posted to the Joint Air School in Shilo and then to the Canadian Joint
Air Training Centre at Rivers Man. While there I completed the Parachute Course and remained at Rivers Manitoba until promoted Captain in 1950. Promotion took me to Sydney, Nova Scotia where I
joined the Cape Breton Highlanders on Administration and training duties. In 1951 I was posted to the
Training Staff in Halifax Nova Scotia.
In 1953 upon the outbreak of the hostilities in Korea, I completed a tour with the 2nd Battalion Black
Watch (2 RHR) and was promoted to the rank of Major in 1954. I returned to Camp Aldershot with 2
RHR in late 1954. In 1957, I was posted to the Canadian Army Staff College in Kingston, Ontario and in
1958 I was appointed Military Assistant to the Quartermaster General, Army Headquarters, Ottawa.
In 1962 I was posted to Germany as the Deputy Commander 2 RHR .
In 1964 I completed the US Marine Command & Staff Course in Quantico, Virginia and upon completion, I was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel and appointed Commanding Officer of 2 RHR in Cyprus in
1966. In 1968 I was posted to the Pentagon as a Liaison Officer and in 1971 I was posted as the Senior
Canadian Officer on United Nations duties.
In 1972 I was appointed as Base Administrator in Gagetown, New Brunswick, and in April 1975 I retired
from the Canadian Forces after 35 years service.
CITATION FOR LIEUTENANT HAROLD JAMES HARKES
HARKES, Harold James, Lieutenant – Military Cross – Infantry (The Royal Regiment of Canada) – awarded as per Canada Gazette dated 10 November 1945 and CAROV/6193 dated 12 November 1945.
From the middle of October until 8 June 1945, Lieutenant Harkes served with a rifle company as platoon
commander. His conduct and devotion to duty have been of the highest order at all times. The men
under his command have been continually inspired by his resourcefulness and courage under fire. An
example of Lieutenant Harkes’ outstanding leadership and courage occurred on 19 February 1945 when
The Royal Regiment of Canada was given the task of cutting the Goch-Calcar road . “B” Company was
advancing deployed over a wide front when the forward elements came under extremely heavy shelling
and intense machine-gun fire, making the advance very hazardous, and slowing the progress of the
attack. Lieutenant Harkes who was commanding the leading platoon realized that unless the machine
gun post ahead was silenced, the flanks of the attack would be exposed to deadly cross fire that might
well result in the failure of the operation. Continued on page 12,

Pte.
Gun-

Bennett G.L. Bren
ner
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A “SOLDIERS STORY” CONTINUED
“Just Once” LCol (ret’d) Harold J. HARKES MC
CITATION FOR LIEUTENANT HAROLD JAMES HARKES , continued from page 11
Although painfully wounded in the back he courageously pushed forward to a position 300 yards
from the enemy. From here he was able to inflict some casualties, but the deadly hail of machine gun
fire forced his platoon to ground. Ignoring the pain of his wound and having absolutely no regard for
his personal safety he ran from section to section, shouting encouragement and reorganizing the platoon. As soon as the reorganization was completed, Lieutenant Harkes dashed forward leading his
platoon across the open bullet-swept ground onto the enemy position, and succeeded in driving the
enemy out, killing many and taking four prisoners. This splendid example of daring and determination bolstered up the whole attack and all companies were soon on their objectives. Only after the
positions were consolidated and his platoon reorganized, did Lieutenant Harkes allow himself to be
evacuated to the Regimental Aid Post. His courage and determination to overcome all obstacles, and
his exemplary leadership was largely responsible for the success of this and many other operations.
We would like to thank LCol Harkes for his support in ensuring the experiences of our former and
serving members are not lost to history. When LCol (ret’d) Harkes sent in his story, he apologized for
it being so boring… In fact it is quiet the opposite! An outstanding and distinguished career!

SMALL ARMS TRAINER (SAT) Through the continued support of LCol Payne, our members can participate on the Small Arms Trainer (SAT). Using computer technology and working replicas of the C7 Rifle,
the SAT system realistically provides members an opportunity to practise and improve their shooting and
weapons handling skills. The SAT provides a great
opportunity for us to experience current weapon
training systems and we welcome all Association
members to partake. May the best BUTT win!

BUTT, I’M SURE I HIT THE TARGET!

CHANGE OF ADDRESS Notification of a change
of address is important to keep your name on the Association’s mailing list. When you move, please
send us your new address using the Registration and Order Form. Keep the Association up to date
about how you are doing and we will continue to inform you about your Regiment.

2016 - FUTURE EVENTS - REGIMENT, BAND & ASSOCIATION
Thurs 03 Mar 2000 hrs
Sat 05 Mar 1900 hrs
Sat 12 Mar 1900 hrs*
Sat 02 Apr 1900 hrs
Thurs 07 Apr 2000 hrs
Thurs 03 May 2000 hrs
Sun 15 May 1200 hrs
Thurs 02 Jun 1900 hrs
Thurs 02 Sept 2000hrs
Thurs 22 Sept 2000hrs**
Thurs 06 Oct 2000 hrs
Thurs 03 Nov 2000 hrs

Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Regimental Birthday Day, Officer’s Mess, FYA
Regimental Birthday Day, WOs’& Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Toronto Garrison Ball
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Freedom of City & Sorrel Day, City Hall / FYA
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Dieppe Parade, FYA, TBD
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA
Association meeting, WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, FYA

** Dates to be confirmed. All dates and times are subject to change.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR - Your Editor welcomes your comments or feedback concerning
the articles and content of the Newsletter. We apologies for any errors in the spelling of
names etc. We welcome any ideas or suggestions on how to improve your Newsletter .
We look forward to hearing from you.
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ASSOCIATION FORMS
Part One
Registration and Change of Address
Part Three Donations for Scholarships or Education Fund
Part Five
Birthday Ball Tickets

PART ONE – REGISTRATION

Part Two
Part Four
Part Six

Payment of Association Dues
Delivery of Newsletter
Order Forms

If new address please check box

Name___________________________ _ Service/Regimental #_________________________________
Apt/Unit # _____________ Street # _______Address_________________________________________
City______________________________ Prov______________ Postal Code ______________________
Tel # ______________________________Email Address ______________________________________
Service History (optional)- Short outline of your service. Years, locations, Company etc… Please include overseas tours. _______________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________If you need more space, use back of form.

PART TWO – ASSOCIATION DUES FOR 2015
Your dues are extremely important to the continued success of our Association.
Please enclose a cheque and indicate your payment of YEARLY DUES $15.00 or
LIFE MEMBERSHIP of $150.00
If your are already a life member or have paid your dues by other means, please indicate below
Already Life Member

Already paid yearly dues

PART THREE – DONATIONS – SCHOLARSHIP OR EDUCATION AND VETERANS’ FUND
Name of Donor _______________________________________________________________________
Scholarship supported ___________________________ Amount _______________________________
Do you prefer a separate certificate Yes

No

If you have a special request concerning your donation, please contact us, or list below ____________
____________________________________________________________________________________
Donation to Education & Veterans’ Fund

Amount

______________________________
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PART FOUR - DELIVERY OF YOUR NEWSLETTER
We are trying to reduce our mailing costs and our impact on the environment. Please indicate if you would like your Newsletter delivered by mail or email.
BY MAIL

Address ---_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

BY EMAIL

Email

_______________________________________________________

PART FIVE – BIRTHDAY BALL - MARCH 2017 — CURRENTLY NOT FOR SALE—SEE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Please send me

tickets @ $ ____________each

for a total of $ _____________________

Tickets in name of
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

PART SIX – ORDER FORM (Prices for kit includes taxes, packaging and postage)
Indicate in box the number required
BROOCH, Ladies, gold and silver coloured metal ( new design)

$15

BLAZER BUTTONS, Set of 10 (4 on front of jacket & 6 small for sleeve)

$15

BLAZER CREST, gold wire ( new lower price)

$25

CUMMERBUNDS, Pattern for Mess Kit & Tuxedo
ROYALS’ CREST (mount inside or outside of car window)
T-SHIRT, red or blue with gold

Regimental Crest,

$40
(3 for $5)
Size

$5
Red

Blue

$15

REGIMENTAL TIE

$20

REGIMENTAL BOW TIE, pre tied or regular

$15

PLASTIC WALLET with gold crest

$5

(3for $5)

TOTAL----------------

DO NOT SEND CASH VIA MAIL. PLEASE SEND CHEQUE PAYABLE TO R REGT C ASSOCIATION
A RECEIPT FOR INCOME TAX PURPOSES WILL BE PROVIDED FOR ALL DONATIONS
PRIVACY - THE ASSOCIATION PROTECTS YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION AND ADHERES TO ALL
LEGISLATIVE REQUIREMENTS.
SELF ADDRESSED ENVELOPE ENCLOSED
ASSOCIATION MAILING ADDRESS:
R REGT C ASSOCIATION
c/o Dan Joyce
1388 Grand Blvd, Oakville, ON
L6H 3E5
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