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DIEPPE - BLUE BEACH
EVERY MAN REMEMBERED
The Royal Regiment of Canada
A not-for-profit research project to honour the soldiers of
The Royal Regiment of Canada
who participated in the Dieppe Raid on August 19, 1942. Please help us
find information and photos of all 554 men who landed on Blue Beach.
DIEPPE 75TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR - AUGUST 2017
Dieppe - Blue Beach - Every Man Remembered has obtained permission
to place photos of our fallen Royals on their graves in the Dieppe
Cemetery and Brookwood Cemetery/Memorial, as well as create a special
booklet for the Dieppe 75 commemorative events that will include a
photo and short write up on each of these heroes. We are working
around the clock trying to locate photos of all of these men so that every
man is remembered!
We invite you to join us as we embark on a journey like no other - following in the footsteps of the men who would find themselves fighting on the
beaches of Dieppe on August 19, 1942, in the company of present day
relatives of these men who fought there.
We will also be travelling to Vimy Ridge to mark the 100th anniversary
that will occur in April of this year. Also included will be several other
World War I sites, including the spot where “In Flanders’ Fields” was
written by Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae, MD.
Group Two has now been opened on our Every Man Remembered tour.,
so there are some spots available, but they are filling up fast. If you
would like more information or to book this once in a lifetime tour, please
contact
The
Battlefield
Tours,
on
their
website:
www.thebattlefieldtours.com/dieppe75 or call toll free: 1-877-449-4652.

Countdown to Dieppe 75
165 days
(as of March 7, 2017)
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We wish to honour the following heroes who died on Blue Beach, August 19, 1942...
Pte. JOHN MARCHELLO - B67550 - “C” Company
John was born June 25, 1916 in Pine Ridge, Manitoba. He was working as
a tannery worker when he enlisted with the Royal Regiment on April 3,
1940. After training at Camp Borden, he served in Iceland and then
trained in England before Dieppe. On August 19, 1942, John was last seen
swimming towards the shore by Pte. Haddow. Machine gun fire opened
up and Pte. Haddow dived and did not see Marcello upon coming to the
surface. John Marchello’s body was never found. He is honoured on the
Brookwood Memorial in Brookwood Military Cemetery.

Pte. WILLIAM GEORGE TUNSTEAD - B67662 - “C” Company
William was born on March 29, 1898 in Ottawa, Ontario. He was listed as an
inspector when he enlisted with The Royal Regiment on June 3, 1940. Prior
to the outbreak of war, he was in the 3rd Battalion (Toronto Regiment) for
three years, and before that, he saw action during World War I. He also saw
service in Iceland and training in England before Dieppe. William died on
Blue Beach on August 19, 1942 at 44 years of age. He left behind two sons
and a daughter. His eldest son, William Joseph was serving in the RCAF in
1943. William is buried in the Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-SurMer, Row E, Grave 22.
Pte. PETER JOSEPH KELLY - B67851 - “D” Company
Pete Kelly was born on April 15, 1910 in Tickle Cove, Bonavista Bay, Newfoundland. He was the youngest son of Bridgette and Nicolas Kelly. Peter
moved to Grand Falls, Newfoundland when his eldest brother, Jack, moved
there to work in the paper mill. The family was brought there after their
father had died. Peter went to school in Grand Falls and was a member of the
Catholic Cadet Corps. He was a handsome young man who was popular with
the girls who came to the train station to say goodbye to him. He left
Newfoundland to go off to war with another man from the town of Badger
named Pte. William Murcell. Both were firing a mortar when they were killed
by German artillery fire. The family was told that the day he died a small bird
pitched on his mother’s shoulder. Peter Kelly is buried in the Dieppe
Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-Sur-Mer, Row C Grave 34.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.
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We also wish to honour these men who became Prisoners of War on August 19, 1942….
PTE. JOHN (JACK) THOMAS ADAMS - B43105 - POW# 26474
Jack Adams was born June 24, 1923 and raised in Toronto. He had three siblings.
Jack enlisted with The Royal Regiment in 1940 when he was only 18, serving first
with the Dufferin Haldimand Rifles at Nanaimo, B.C. He went overseas in May of
1940 with The Royal Regiment to Iceland before travelling to England for more
training. He landed on Blue Beach and somehow managed to get across the beach
without being shot. However, he was taken prisoner and ended up with the other
Royals in Stalag VIIIB. After liberation he married Alberta Dragoman and had one
son, Bryan. He became a correctional officer in Toronto in 1953 where he worked
until his retirement in 1982. He died in 1991 at only 69 years of age.

PTE. JAMES THOMSON - B67260 - “D“ Company - POW# 26481
Jim Thomson was born in Toronto on July 17, 1917. After several trips back to
Scotland, the birth place of his parents, the family ultimately settled in Toronto, where
he and his three sisters attended school. On September 26, 1939, he enlisted in The
Royal Regiment of Canada. After training, they were sent to Iceland. On August 19,
1942, Jim landed on the beach at Dieppe. After reaching the top of the cliff, his
sergeant sent him back down to help others. Jim was taken prisoner and spent three
years in Stalag VIIIB. After the war ended, Jim came home and married his fiancée
Violet Green. They settled on a small farm in what is now Mississauga, ON, raising a
daughter, Linda, and a son, Eric. Several years later, they moved to Etobicoke, where
Jim worked as a sheet metal worker, working for Turnbull Elevators and de Havilland
Aircrafts. Violet passed away on August 19, 1974. Jim retired to Wasaga Beach, and
passed away on November 1, 1993 in Collingwood, after a short battle with cancer.

PTE. JOHN JOHNSTON TWADDLE - B67510 - “A“ Company - POW# 42891
John was born in Toronto on September 27, 1916. He grew up on the family farm in
Angus, Ontario. John worked as a butcher before he enlisted with The Royal
Regiment on April 1, 1940, then served in Iceland before being stationed in the
south of England. During that time, he visited Scotland on leave to meet his old
Grannie and family, met his wife and were married on February 14, 1941. When
John landed on Blue Beach, he was severely wounded and lay on the beach. A
German approached and motioned for him to take his helmet off. John thought he
was about to be shot, but when he took his helmet off there was a bullet hole right
through it. He suffered a fractured left ulna and shrapnel wounds on face, arms and
legs. He was taken prisoner and sent to Stalag IXC. During his imprisonment, he
was taken to a salt mine and forced to work. He was liberated in April of 1945. John
passed away on March 28, 1981 at home in Scotland.
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Gunner EDWIN H. (TED) SMITH, Prisoner of War, submitted by Deborah Watson
Ted Smith was a 23 year old from Orillia when he enlisted in the Canadian Army on May, 21, 1941. Born in North
Orillia Township, the second youngest of seven children, he spent his childhood in Severn Bridge. The descendant
of farmers and lumbermen, his paternal great grandparents pioneered in
Muskoka.
His older brother, Hilton, was a sergeant stationed overseas and his
younger sister, Darlene, was a naval nurse serving at HMCS Cornwallis.
From newspaper reports, Ted initially served with the Grey & Simcoe
Foresters and transferred to the 69th Light Anti Aircraft Battery. In August
1942, he was with the 3rd LAA on his way to France. He was a gunner in
the 16th Battery of the 3rd LAA. He was one of 26 men from that battery
who ended up on Blue Beach (Puys) with The Royal Regiment of Canada
during Operation Jubilee. His unit had been tasked with the job of capturing an enemy anti aircraft gun in order to investigate a new gun sight that
the Germans were using. When their craft landed, the beach was strewn
with bodies in and out of the water, and up to the seawall. It was continuously swept by machine guns as well as sniper fire, and the men that
reached the wall were targeted with hand grenades dropped from the
cliff above and with mortar fire. At approximately 1100 hours their landing craft was ordered to return. Of the unit only seven got off the beach:
Gnr Percy Fox, Gnr Hanks Rowe and Sgt. Mark Rushton were all wounded. They were all from British Columbia. Two officers and 17 other ranks
were reported missing.
Lieutenant Frank Carpenter was killed, as were A/BDR James Charters; GNR Joseph Dessureault; L/BDR Lucien
Fournier; GNR Isaac Hartlin; GNR William McMullen; A/BDR GA Northgraves; GNR Kenneth Stuart; GNR Morris
Robert Vick. Lieut. Carpenter, Gunners Dessureault, Stuart and Vick, and L/BDR Fournier are all buried in the
Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery in Hautot-Sur-Mer. Recognition of the others is noted on the panels of the
Brookwood Memorial in England.
The following were taken prisoner and spent the remainder of the war in various POW camps:
Lieut. John December McFetridge, wounded - OFLAG 07B
GNR Earl K. Davis, wounded - Stalag 357
GNR Lorne Valley Davis, wounded - Stalag 9C
GNR Jack H. France - Stalag 344
GNR Nelson E. Longeuay - Stalag Luft L6
A/BDR H.A. Slader- Stalag 344
GNR E. H. Smith, wounded - Stalag 9C
GNR E. A. Underwood, wounded - Stalag 357
GNR R. V. Waddell - Stalag 8B; Stalag Luft 1 & 6; STLG 344; Stalag 12D
GNR G. A. Williams, wounded - Stalag 9C

Continued….

In September of 1942, Ethel Smith received a personal letter from Major Ostrander the CO for the 16 th LAA
Bay, 3rd LAA Regt., RCA confirming that her son was missing in action and expressed his hope that news of
GNR Smith being a prisoner of war would be cleared up by the Red Cross in the coming months. He noted
that, “GNR Smith was a good soldier and a member of a party of a particular hazardous duty”, and, “two officers and a number of men in this party had to be left at Dieppe”, and though he was not on the beach he knew
from reports that “their action under fire was superb and they brought honour and glory to our battery and
our country.”
On September 21, 1942 his mother received a telegram indicating that Ted was a prisoner of war at Camp
Stalag 9C, prisoner of war number 39755. She was informed that he had been hospitalized with severe gunshot wounds to the upper parts of both legs. Over the next three years she received details of what could be
included in parcels, letters, etc.
Liberated on April 19, 1945, Ted left active service on July 14. He returned to Orillia and became a residential
counselor at what became the Huronia Regional Centre. His brother and sister also returned safely from their
war service. Ted married Marion Stewart of Midland. Her father was a WW1 veteran. They had three
children. Unfortunately a house fire in the late 1950s destroyed any photos or memorabilia related to his war
experience. He did mention the salt mines near his POW camp and that the Germans used them as storage
areas for artwork and other confiscated treasures. He chuckled over the TV show Hogan’s Heroes stating that
they also constantly planned escapes.
Widowed in 1980, he married Doreen Elliott Oldfield in 1981 and on April 26, 1988 passed away. He was a
wise and thoughtful man. Possessing a generous giving heart, he also demonstrated the patience of a saint.
He had a wry wit and great sense of humour. He was well respected and greatly loved by his family and
friends. This was evident in the large funeral cortege that accompanied him to his final resting place in his
beloved Muskoka .

69th
Light Anti-Aircraft
Battery, R.C.A.
Photo submitted by
Susan Smith, daughter of
Ted Smith
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DIEPPE - BLUE BEACH
EVERY MAN REMEMBERED
Meet researchers, Joyce and Jennifer Lang, a motherdaughter team from Orillia, Ontario, assisting with the
Dieppe research project. They have been spending hours
meticulously searching through the service files of our
fallen Royals, and extracting information which is then put
onto individual forms so that information can be accessed
more easily for writing the bios for our Dieppe 75 booklet.
Joyce is a retired registered nurse and Jennifer is a
graduate of Queen’s University and Humber College. They
have relatives who served in both world wars.

St. James Cathedral, Toronto Ontario - St. George’s Chapel
Dedicated To The Royal Regiment of Canada

We would like to acknowledge those people who have helped move this project forward:
Glen Moore
David Archer - Operation Picture Me
Cindy Fillman-Woods
Chris Stevens
Glenda Drew
Greg Ward
Debbie Lord - George Emarton painting

Bio and photos for Gunner Edwin H (Ted) Smith provided by Deborah
Watson and Susan Smith
Bio and photo for John Twaddle provided by Rachel Twaddle Godden
Bio and photo for Jack Adams provided by Bryan Adams
Bio and photo for James Thomson provided by Linda Romanick
Bio and photo for Peter Kelly provided by Mary Bridgette (Kelly) Simms

If you can help us find photos and stories for these heroes, or for more information, contact:
Mark Cadeau
Jayne Poolton-Turvey
www.dieppebluebeach.ca
m.cadeau@sympatico.ca
705-715-8898

gjturvey@rogers.com
705-737-5085

Like us on Facebook

