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Special greetings to all of our “Dieppe Royals” families and friends!  Since our last 
newsletter, we have been busy meeting with families, researching and travelling.  
We are finding new information and amazing photos weekly.  It is almost like putting together a huge “75 
year-old puzzle”!  In many cases, families are also been trying to piece together their family member’s    
stories, as these stories were not easily shared. With what we have learned so far, and as we continue to 
find new information, we are able to share photos and information with families to help answer questions.   
Another wonderful thing that has been happening is that families are going through old boxes, sometimes 
for the first time, finding photos and information that they have been sharing with us.  Many have said that 
these items might have ended up in the landfill had they not found our project.  We are grateful to all 
those who have shared items with us, who have met with us and have supported us along the way.  Our 
goal to honour all 554 Royals who landed on Blue Beach is a huge task, but it has become a labour of love 
with passion and purpose! 

These are some of the events that the Dieppe - Blue Beach - Every Man Remembered Team will be                         
attending in the upcoming months….more to come!  Stop by our booth, meet us and view the amazing 
photos, artifacts and memorabilia about our Dieppe Royals!  Help us identify your family member in               
Company,  Platoon and POW photos!  And bring along your photos and info for us to see and scan! 

 
Saturday June 16, 2018 - 10:00 am - 4:00 pm  Orillia Public Library’s Family History Festival 
 
Saturday June 23, 2018 -  10:00 am - 3:00 pm Georgina Military Museum 10th Annual Military Day. 

       26061 Woodbine Avenue, Keswick ON    
 
Sunday August 19, 2018 - time tba Dieppe 76th Anniversary Ceremony & Every Man Remembered Display. 
     Fort York Armoury, 660 Fleet Street, Toronto ON   M5V 1A9 

  
We need your help! 

There are still many families we have been in contact with who have not 
yet shared scanned photos or information with us.  Things are moving 
quickly towards the creation of our commemorative book, so please                    
forward your scans to us as soon as possible, so that your Dieppe Royal                          
is honoured along with his comrades.   
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We wish to honour the following heroes who died on Blue Beach, August 19, 1942... 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

    Pte. CHARLES HAGGERTY- B67483  - “B” Company - 10 Platoon 

“Ernie” was born on April 15, 1916, in Toronto, Ontario.  He was 5’9” 

tall with black hair and hazel eyes. Prior to enlistment on September 

15, 1939, he worked as a farmer.  He was also a member of the               

Canadian Corps of Signals Militia unit, starting in 1934.  He served in 

Iceland as a member of “Z” Force between June and October of 1940.  

Ernie landed at Blue Beach as a member of “C” Company, 14 Platoon 

where he was killed in action during the raid.  He is buried in the                  

Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-Sur-Mer, Row G,                  

Grave 7. 

 

Pte. DENNIS G. AMBREY - B67708 - “H.Q.” Company  

Charles was born on December 16, 1920, in Havelock, Ontario.  He was 

5’8” tall with brown eyes and brown hair. Prior to enlistment he 

worked as a truck driver.  His brother, John, also served with The Royal 

Regiment of Canada. Charles served with “Z” Force in Iceland, between 

June and October of 1940 before proceeding to England for further 

training.  He was a member of “B” Company and landed on Blue Beach 

where he was killed in action during the raid.  Charles is buried in the 

Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-Sur-Mer, Row E, Grave 41. 

Dennis was born on May 3, 1915, in Risca, Wales.  He immigrated to 

Canada from Wales on June 12, 1925 and worked as a grocer in Toronto 

prior to the war.  He served with the Canadian Corps of Signals from 

1935-1937. Dennis married Grace Lillian in Toronto on November 26, 

1936.  His brother, Leonard, was also a member of The Royal Regiment 

of Canada.  Dennis was in “HQ” Company and was reported missing in 

action following the Dieppe Raid and subsequently listed as killed in    

action.  He is buried in the Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-    

Sur-Mer, Row J, Grave 56  

Pte. ERNEST A. GOODE - B67154 -   “C” Company - 14 Platoon  
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We also wish to honour these men who became Prisoners of War on August 19, 1942…. 

PTE. PHILIP ARTHUR CHARLTON -  B67182 - ”H.Q.” Company - POW #26485 

Philip was born on April 2, 1914 in Milton, Ontario. He was educated in the public 
and high school there.  His father was a member of the Imperial forces for nearly 16 
years.  Before the war, Philip was employed by the Oakville Nurseries for a short 
time.  He enlisted on September 16, 1939 with The Royal Regiment of Canada, and  
served in Iceland with “Z” Force, before training in England for the Dieppe Raid.  
Landing on Blue Beach, he was captured and spent nearly three years in Stalag 
VIIIB, with his wrists bound with ropes and then shackled for a total of 410 days. He 
met Vera Olive Allsopp while he was stationed in England, and they were married 
before the Dieppe Raid. They had three children.  Philip Charlton died on January 
26, 1967 at the young age of 53.  

PTE. STEPHEN HENRY MICHELL  - B67155 -  “B” Company - 12 Platoon - POW# 43076 
“Mich” was born in Toronto on June 6, 1917.  From the time he was a young man he 
was involved with music and shared his talents in many bands and writing music.  He 
was captured at Dieppe and spent the rest of the war in Stalag IXC where he also 
played in a band.  After the war, he married his childhood sweetheart, Doreen          
Cambridge and returned to Toronto where he worked for Canada Post.  One of his 
most special achievements was composing the military march, “Men of Dieppe”.  The 
Band of The Royal Regiment of Canada still performs this stirring march.  The Dieppe 
Veterans “stood a little taller”, when they heard it performed.  They were very proud 
of this piece of music.  Steve wrote a memoir about his experiences called “They 
Were Invincible” and recently another manuscript has been discovered by his son, 
John, with more of his story...stay tuned! 

PTE. ROBERT GEORGE FICKLING - B66723 -  “B.H.Q.” Company - POW# 26525 
“Bob” was born on October 17, 1920 in Toronto, Ontario.  He enlisted with The 
Royal Regiment of Canada in September of 1939.  He served in Iceland and then 
trained in England for the Dieppe Raid.  Bob was captured on Blue Beach and spent 
the rest of the war in Stalag VIIIB.  He met Donald Knight from the Essex Scottish 
Regiment in the POW Camp, who was also a Dieppe prisoner.  They became really 
good friends.  After liberation, back in England, Donald introduced Bob to his                
second cousin, Joyce Pike, and they were married in June of 1945.  Bob and Joyce 
had three children.   He worked at General Electric in Peterborough until the time 
of his death on December 16, 1974 at only 54 years of age.  He enjoyed bowling 
and fishing throughout his life.   
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Sister Agnès-Marie and Jayne’s Aunt Isabel on Blue Beach 

at the 65th Anniversary of the Dieppe Raid. (2007) 

We wish to honour the “Angel of Dieppe”, Sister Agnès-Marie Valois. 

“On April 19, at the age of 103, we lost the “Angel of 

Dieppe”.  Sister Agnès-Marie Valois, a French nurse, 

first began nursing at the age of 20, at the Hôtel-

Dieu in Rouen, France.  During the Second World 

War, in occupied France, she cared for the wounded 

who were taken as prisoners of war and held in       

Rouen.  She worked tirelessly, despite the ongoing 

risk of reprisal from the German authorities, who 

posed a threat to her and nursing colleagues.  For 

many Canadians taken prisoner during the Dieppe 

Raid of 1942, Sister Agnès was seen as a true angel 

of mercy.  Young, hurt and frightened, they were 

touched by the tender caring that she gave with 

grace, humanity and compassion.  On several        

occasions, she courageously confronted the enemy 

to ensure that the wounded received the medical 

attention they needed.  In May 1998, she was 

awarded the Meritorious Service Medal by then 

Governor General, the Right Honourable, Roméo 

LeBlanc.  Sister Agnès was a pillar of strength who 

will always have a special place in the hearts of              

Veterans and other Canadians. “   

         Canada Remembers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Her funeral mass took place in the Dieppe Canadian 

Cemetery Hautot-sur-Mer, where “her Canadians” 

are buried.  It was widely known that the Canadians 

loved her and she loved them.   Thank you Sister 

Agnès for taking care of our “boys”.   
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On August 16th, we spent time in Portsmouth, the port where the Royals had embarked on the troop     
carriers, the Queen Emma and the Princess Astrid, headed for Dieppe. The ferry to Dieppe leaves from 
Newhaven, so we travelled there to begin our ferry ride across the English Channel.  It was a beautiful 
afternoon/evening and the Channel was as calm as a mill pond, exactly how it was when our relatives were 
travelling across the Channel, 75 years ago.  We stood together as family members, reflecting on what 
these soldiers must have been thinking as they left the mother ship and boarded ALCs for the approach to 
Dieppe.   Emotions began to show as we sailed closer and closer toward the cliffs. 
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“It was a beautiful and peaceful night.  The channel was as calm as a mill pond.  We had mine sweepers ahead as the 

channel was heavily mined. When the time finally came to transfer to the landing craft, we went in single file 

through the dark in silence, holding onto the bayonet scabbard of the man ahead.  We were helped across a three-

foot space by two naval ratings (sailors) into the ALCs.  They were then lowered into the sea and we bade farewell to 

the mother ship and headed for the coast of France.  We were told that we could write a letter home and note at 

the top “to be mailed only if I fail to return”.  The letters would go back to England with the mother ship.                                          

         From Destined to Survive by Jack A. Poolton 

 Here is one of those letters from Pte. Dennis Ambrey (honoured on page 2) , who failed to return home…… 

Dear Mother, Dad and family:  Hi Folks; how’s things? At last the time has come and I’m feeling pretty good.  

We are on our way to Dieppe in France to do a spot of damage.  This will be my last letter to you folks, but 

please don’t worry.  Our time has to come sooner or later and its for a good cause.  I have not got much time, 

Mother and Dad, in about two hours we’ll be there.  Think well of me.  I’ve done my best.  Goodbye Mother, 

Dad, Dorothy and everybody.  Love to you all from Deny. 
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Early in the morning on August 17, 2017, a few members of our Every Man             

Remembered Team went to the Dieppe Cemetery to place photos and Canada 

flags on the graves of our Royals who had been killed in action or who had died 

from wounds. We wanted the photos to be on the graves before the official  

ceremonies began, so that visitors would be able to see their faces. There are 

150 of the 227 fallen Royals who are buried in this cemetery.  We were able to 

find 134 photos of the 150 before we left Canada. We vowed to continue 

searching for the remainder, so that Every Man Is Remembered! 

This is the grave of Harvey Phillips who was                    

featured in our June 2016 newsletter.  His nephew, 

Paul Ryan, wrote a song for Harvey called                              

“I Was a Soldier”.  Paul performed this song at our 

Dieppe 74th anniversary event in 2016.  We took 

the song with us on an ipod and through a speaker,  

played it at Harvey’s grave.  It was a very special, but 

emotional moment for all of us to honour                

Harvey in this way, bringing this song from back 

home. 

 

D I E P P E  C E M E T E R Y  
H A U T O T - S U R - M U R  

Poppies lining the road 

leading to the                                 

Dieppe Cemetery. 

We also had the honour of travelling with Ronald Charles Murray Jr. and his 

wife Hélène.  Ron’s father, Sergeant Ronald Charles Murray Sr. was killed in 

the Dieppe Raid.  Ron Jr. never met his Dad.  His Dad left London, Ontario 

with the 7th Field Company of the Royal Canadian Engineers a few months                  

before Ron was born. Sergeant Murray’s name is on a monument honouring 

the Engineers who died at Dieppe, in Newhaven.  His grave is in the Dieppe 

Cemetery, and Ron and his wife came with us that early morning so that 

they could pay their respects at his grave privately.  We had created a photo 

for them to place on his grave as well as a Canada Flag.  
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O U R  T R I P  T O  T H E  J U B I L E E  A S S O C I A T I O N   
D I E P P E - M É M O R I A L  d u  1 9  a o û t  1 9 4 2 -  M U S E U M  

 Jayne Poolton-Turvey presents a copy of her                 

father’s book, Destined To Survive, plus copies of 

the Every Man Remembered cemetery books to 

Daniel Jaspart at the museum. 

 We were welcomed with open arms at 
this wonderful museum.  The Jubilee                 
Association is an active group whose man-
date is to ensure that the sacrifices made 
by the soldiers who were involved in the 
Dieppe Raid on August 19, 1942, will                
never be forgotten.  This museum, located 
within a beautiful old theatre, tells the 
story with a 42 minute film, artifacts,  
photos and other documents.  We were 
all very moved by the love and respect 
that the volunteers showed to us, but  
especially the respect shown to our family 
members who fought in the Raid.  Many 
thanks to Daniel Jaspart, who met us and 
took us through the museum.  Daniel 
deals with visiting tours, as well as school 
groups.  He is very knowledgeable and 
was willing to answer questions to help us 
understand what really happened that 
day.  Daniel also accompanied us to Blue 
Beach and helped 
us to visualize the            
action on the 
beach, including 
the location where 
L/Col. Catto was 
able to scale the 
cliffs and get off 
the beach under 
intense fire.   
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It was a very                    

emotional day for 

all of us, especially 

those who had              

never before  

stepped onto the 

beach and into the 

rocks. 

By chipping at one of the larger stones on the beach, 

Project Manager, Mark Cadeau discovered that not 

only did the stones on the beach become shrapnel 

when hit by mortar fire, but that many of these rocks 

are actually flint, the same stone used for arrow-

heads.  Many of our Royals were injured by these 

stone fragments. The stones are also incredibly hard 

to walk or run on, as your feet sink deeply into the 

stones, almost like quicksand. 

P a g e  8  D i e p p e  -  B l u e  B e a c h  



P a g e  9  
D i e p p e  -  B l u e  B e a c h  

 BLUE BEACH (PUYS, FRANCE) Miraculously Dad made it                 

unharmed across the beach, through the line of fire to the 

base of the cliffs. Dad took wire cutters (taken despite                        

reconnaissance advising there was no wire), and with the aid 

of Private C.G. Pelletier, they cut a gap in 18 feet of wire allow-

ing a group of his men to reach the top of the cliffs, clear two 

enemy held houses and discover an 88mm battery position.  By 

reason of their small numbers and strong German fighting, 

they were unable to proceed in any direction. They held out 

until 16:20 hours. Dad’s extreme coolness and courage as well 

as high qualities of leadership and determination was                         

recognized as enabling the only penetration of the enemy lines 

on that beach to be made. He would spend the remainder of 

the war in Eichstatt, Germany in a POW camp for officers, 

Oflag VIIb.  To quote Capt. Graham MacLachllan in a letter to 

my mother in the days following the raid, “if the C.O. paid the 

full price, he did so at the head of a gallant battalion of heroes 

who without hesitation followed him into the assault of                   

positions, held by an overwhelming force of the enemy and 

their sacrifice was not in vain”.  In addition, my Dad at age 17, 

enlisted with the consent of his parents to fight for his country 

in the artillery in W.W.I. He understood the horrors of war. 

Written by Don Catto, son of L/Col Douglas Catto who travelled with us on 

the Every Man Remembered Tour along with his wife Debbie. 

L / C O L .  D O U G L A S  E .  C A T T O  D S O ,  E D  
C o m m a n d i n g  O ffi c e r  o f                                    

T h e  R o y a l  R e g i m e n t  o f  C a n a d a                          
i n  t h e  D i e p p e  R a i d .  

SPRING 1942 Col. Hedley Basher (left) 
passes the chain of command to L/Col. 
Douglas E. Catto (right) in preparation for 
what became the Dieppe Raid on                          
Aug 19th, 1942.                                                                                          

Don Catto, standing at approximately the same 

place where his father successfully managed to 

make it off the beach and reached the top of the 

cliffs.  What an honour it was to have Don and 

Debbie Catto on this tour with us. 
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This amazing poem, written by Lynda Prouse, was recited in the Brookwood Military Cemetery 
during our commemorative ceremony last August, 2017 on the  Dieppe 75th anniversary tour. 

 

 

 



 

D i e p p e  -  B l u e  B e a c h  P a g e  1 1  
 

 

 

 

D O  Y O U  R E C O G N I Z E  A N Y O N E ?  
 

L E T  U S  K N O W ! !  

M E E T  S O M E  O F  O U R  D I E P P E  R O Y A L S  
F A M I L Y  M E M B E R S …  

On March 12th, Jayne Poolton-Turvey met with Lorene Pelling, wife of 
Ronald Pelling who was a prisoner of war.   Ron was held in Oflag VIIB, a 
camp for officers, although his rank was a Private.  In trying to put his story 
together, we were curious as to why he was held in this camp.  In his war-
time memorabilia, we found a letter that he had written after the war to  
Veterans Affairs, stating that he had escaped from the train that was taking 
the Dieppe prisoners to Germany.  When he was recaptured, he was put 
into Oflag VIIB and eventually moved to Stalag VIIIB with the rest of the        
Dieppe Raid prisoners of war. This one piece of information answered our 
question and helped us to put his story together.   We had a wonderful 
afternoon talking about Ron.  Special thanks to Lorene Pelling and to Bill        
Hillman, Lorene’s nephew for arranging our meeting. 

 In September, 1939, three young men from just outside Richmond 

Hill, Ontario, enlisted with The Royal Regiment of Canada.  They 

were best buddies. They were Charles Hill and George and Bill                   

Adams, (who were brothers).  After serving in Iceland and training in 

England, they took part in the Dieppe Raid.  Charles and George 

were killed and Bill was captured and was a prisoner of war in Stalag 

VIIIB.  75 years later, the Hills and Adams families came together 

once again! Barbara Stanworth and Judy Cowan, nieces of Charles 

Hill were very happy to meet Bill Adams Jr. and find out that Bill        

Adams Sr. had survived Dieppe, as the Hills family had always 

thought all three men had been killed that day.   Although the three 

had never met, it was as if they had known each other for years.   

 

Charles Hill 

KIA 

George Adams 

KIA 

Bill Adams 

POW 

From l to r:  Barbara Stanworth, Bill Adams Jr.,  Judy Cowan 

Ron Pelling’s POW 

“mug shot”. 

 Royals relaxing on board the Empress of Australia 
bound for Iceland.  From the Ted Giles Collection. 

 Royals in Iceland, 1940, courtesy of Donna Neale, 
from the Alan Neale collection.                                                  

(Alan Neale in front) 



   

 

 

    If you can help us find photos and stories for 

these heroes, or for more information, contact:   
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We would like to acknowledge some of the people who have helped move this project forward since our last newsletter: 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
                                               
 

 

 

Bio and photo for Dennis Ambrey provided by Bryan Drake 

Photo for Charles Haggerty provided by Glen Ellis 

Photo of Ernest Goode provided by Rick Towey/The Royal Regiment of 
Canada Museum 

Bio and photo for Philip Charlton provided by Jennifer Charlton 

Bio for Stephen Michell provided by John Michell 

Bio and photo for Robert Fickling provided by the Fickling Family 

     Jayne Poolton-Turvey    

       gjturvey@rogers.com 

             705-737-5085 

Mark Cadeau 

 m.cadeau@sympatico.ca 

705-715-8898 

www.dieppebluebeach.ca  

dieppebluebeach@gmail.com 

 

Every Man Remembered Research Team: 

Joyce Lang  Nicole Turvey 

         Jennifer Lang           Douglas Olver 

         Danielle Turvey           Doug Surphlis 

         Jack Poolton Jr.           Doug Tunney 

The Royal Regiment of Canada: 

Lt.-Col. Joseph Nonato 

Major Adam Saunders 

Captain Christopher Milosh 

Captain Rick Towey 

 

Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

 

The Battlefield Tours: 

Samantha & Ian Cowan 

Glenn Edmonds 

 

 

 

 

Carol Price 

Ron Price 

Ross Toms 

Ken McLaughlin 

Cindy Cassels 

Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 34  

Daniel Jaspart 

Dieppe Museum 

Richard Thistle 

Jeff Burke 

David Neaj 

Donna Neale                
Matthew  Williams   

Gino Falconi 

Catherine MacDonald 

Marcel Rousseau 

Kathy Hunt 

Betty Sears 

John & Karen McIntyre 

Professor David O’Keefe                                              

Bill Adams                                                         

John Cannings 

Don & Debbie Catto 

Brian, Jennifer & Warren Charlton 

Dan Jacques 

Jean-Guy Nadeau 

Jean Racicot 

Lorene Pelling 

Joe Watt 

Anthony Edwards 

Charles Frappier 

Bill Hillman 

Don North 

Barbara Stanworth 

Judy Cowan 

Sid Giddings 

Georgina Military Museum 

John Michell 

 

 

This is the new regimental history of The Royal 

Regiment of Canada.  It recounts the Royals’               

story from 1861 to Afghanistan, with a lot  of      

information about the Dieppe Raid.  This hard 

cover book, with over 500 pages, 700                  

photographs and illustrations, is a salute to this 

proud and famous regiment.  It is highly                           

recommended.  The cost is only $40 (shipping 

extra).   Available by emailing: 

                  alwaysreadybook@gmail.com   
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W I L L  B E  F E A T U R E D  I N  T H E  N E X T  

N E W S L E T T E R   
 


