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Spring 2019

DIEPPE - BLUE BEACH
EVERY MAN REMEMBERED
Hello to all of our Dieppe Royals families and friends! It’s hard to believe that a year has gone by since our
last newsletter! We have been extremely busy researching, locating family members, scanning photos,
viewing newspaper archives, and books. There have been research trips to Calgary to the Military
Museums Archives (twice) to the Archives of Ontario, the Timmins Library and Library and Archives Canada.
We have also been organizing exhibits and events to tell the Dieppe story and to bring people together to
honour our Royals. A lot has been accomplished to date….but there is still so much work to do! We can’t
complete the job without your help. Please dig out those boxes of photos that are stored away in basements, attics and with other family members. Check the photos, even if they are tiny ones, of our Royals
when they were training in Canada, serving in Iceland and England and even in the prison camps. If there
are photos of other Royals indicating who they are with names written on the backs of the photos, please
scan them at high resolution (if possible) and forward them to us. It might save us months of work and get
our commemorative book completed sooner. We sincerely appreciate your efforts to assist us!
The three frames you see in this photo,
contain individual pictures of our Royals who
were killed in action, died of wounds, died as
PoWs, or died soon after being repatriated.
After extensive research, tracking down
families and sheer luck, we have found 200 of
the 229! We still have 20 to find. There are
264 Prisoners of War, and we have located
approximately 200 photos so far. We are
also searching for photos of the Royals who
were evacuated to England. Help us to reach
our goal so that every man is remembered!

Another Dieppe Hero,
Ron Beal, has left us.
Ron’s story is on
Page 2.

A not-for-profit research project to honour the soldiers of The Royal Regiment of
Canada who participated in the Dieppe Raid on August 19, 1942.
Please help us find information and photos of all 554 men who landed on Blue Beach.
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Ron Beal was born on April 5, 1921 in Toronto. He was the last surviving member of the Royal Grenadiers,
which later became The Royal Regiment of Canada. He served in Iceland with the Regiment and trained on
the Isle of Wight, preparing for the Dieppe Raid. Ron was also trained as a stretcher-bearer, and administered to many wounded on the beach. He was taken prisoner and was incarcerated in Germany for 33
months, 410 days of that time with his wrists bound or shackled. In an interview Ron gave, he spoke of how
he could never wear his watch on his wrist, as it reminded him of the shackles. Instead, he carried a watch
in his pocket. After the war, Ron got married, had a family, and began his career working for the Federal
Government. After retiring in 1977, he devoted his energy to advocating for Veterans and former POWs. As
president of the Dieppe Veterans and Prisoners of War Association for 20 years, he gave many talks and
media interviews about his war-time experience. He supported fellow veterans and POWs to navigate the
newly-established process to apply for pensions for their psychological distress. His daughter, Dr. Lynne
Beal, did a research study on the Dieppe veterans and prisoners of war (more on this study in our next
newsletter). Following the completion of these studies, Lynne testified at the Senate Subcommittee on
Veterans Affairs hearings on veterans and pensions. Changes were made to the Canada Pension Act which
recognized post-traumatic stress disorder in veterans as a
pensionable disorder. Ron, along with other members of the
Dieppe Veterans and Prisoners of War Association, also took on
the fight for the right for Dieppe Veterans to wear the military
service medal “the France and Germany Star”.

Although

permission was never given to these Veterans, a “Dieppe Bar”
was struck to be worn on the Canadian Volunteer Service
Medal. Mark Cadeau and Jayne Poolton-Turvey visited Ron in
April of 2017, not to interview him, but to tell him of the goal to
honour all 554 Royals who landed at Dieppe, to tell him that we
had organized a tour for the 75th anniversary and to assure him
that these heroes would not be forgotten.

Ron died on October 25, 2018. He was 97 years old.

He will be forever be remembered…...
COME BY AND VISIT OUR EVERY MAN REMEMBERED BOOTH AND LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR DIEPPE HEROES.
Saturday June 22, 2019 - 10:00 am - 3:00 pm - Georgina Military Museum,
11th Annual Military Day, 206061 Woodbine Avenue, Keswick, ON
Saturday August 10, 2019 - 10:00 am - 4:00 pm - British Home Child 150th Anniversary Event
Orillia Public Library, 36 Mississaga Street West, Orillia, ON
Saturday October 26, 2019 - Time tba - Barrie Public Library, Genealogy Fair
60 Worsley Street, Barrie, ON
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We wish to honour the following heroes who died on Blue Beach, August 19, 1942...
PTE. Robert E. BOYES - B66709 - “D” Company
Robert Ernest Boyes was born on October 2, 1910 in Tuxford,
Saskatchewan, although he put 1911 on his attestation papers. He was
working in a restaurant and as a truck driver when he enlisted on
September 8, 1939. He served in Iceland with the Regiment and trained
in England for the Dieppe Raid. He was severely wounded on Blue
Beach in the trachea and voice-box, but was somehow evacuated to
England and was admitted to the 15th General Hospital at Bramshot
where he died on October 1, 1942. He is buried in the Brookwood
Military Cemetery, Woking, Surrey. Grave 1, Row B, Plot 33.

PTE. Michael H. FIEST - B67844 - “A” Company
Michael was born on January 4, 1920, in Marienthal, Saskatchewan. He
was 5’9” tall with dark brown hair and light brown eyes. Prior to enlistment, he worked in farming and coal mining as a caterpillar operator.
He enlisted on July 9, 1940, which was too late to travel to Iceland with
the Royals, so in February 1941, Michael proceeded directly overseas
with the Regiment. His mother, Anna Fiest, was listed as next of kin.
Michael landed as part of “A” Company, 8th Platoon, and was killed in
action during the Raid.

PTE. Francis FORGET - B68121 - “B” Company
Francis was born on October 31, 1920 in Penetanguishene, Ontario. He
was 5’4 3/4” tall with dark brown hair and brown eyes. Prior to enlistment, he worked as a truck driver and taxi driver. He also worked as a
sailor for three summers and had two years of mixed farming
experience. His ambition was to become a mechanic. He proceeded
overseas in October of 1941, as a reinforcement. Francis landed on
Blue Beach as a member of “B” Company and was killed in action during
the Raid.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them.
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We also wish to honour these men who became Prisoners of War on August 19, 1942….

PTE. Alfred G. BRADSHAW - B67456 - D Company - 16 Platoon - POW #26914
Alfred was born on January 15, 1908 in Northern Ireland. He married his wife, Amy
while in Ireland, in 1929. Work was hard to find in Ireland, so the family decided to
move to Canada, where he was still having trouble finding a job that could support his
growing family. He enlisted with The Royal Regiment of Canada on March 28, 1940
and went to Iceland with the Regiment. He landed with “D” Company on Blue Beach,
and was wounded in the ankle. After spending some time in hospital in Rouen, he
was sent to Stalag VIIIB. Towards the end of the war, Alfred was sent to a hospital in
Switzerland due to his bad ankle and tuberculosis, and as a result, did not have to
endure the Death March. He was repatriated on April 15, 1945. Alfred passed away
on February 29, 1992.

PTE. Roy JACQUES - “HQ“ Company - 5 Platoon - POW# 43065
Roy “Jax” Jacques, was born in Banff, Alberta on March 13, 1916. The family then
travelled to India where his father was posted, as he was in the British Army. At 12
years old, he was sent to England for schooling and later became a journalist. He
enlisted with the King’s Dragoon Guards and survived the ill-fated expedition to
Norway in 1940. He transferred to The Royal Regiment of Canada in 1942, landed at
Puys and became a prisoner of war. After the war he became a journalist and radio
personality, and later he played the role of Judge in the TV series, “Magistrates
Court”. He was the author of “Mountains, Mozart, Manacles, Moose and Martinis,
where he wrote a few stories about his time as a prisoner of war. Roy died on
August 22, 2009.

L/Cpl Joseph Melville PARKER - “B“ Company - 12 Platoon - POW# 31309
“Mel” joined the Canadian army in 1939 and became a Lance Corporal in "B"
Company of The Royal Regiment of Canada. During the Dieppe Raid, he and three
other soldiers made it across the beach to the top of a stone wall. One of the
soldiers looked for the enemy. Not seeing anyone, he waved to the other three to
come up and they were all gunned down. Mel was shot through the cheek and the
bullet came out through his upper lip. He survived only because his blood
congealed. The other three weren't so lucky. He was taken to a hospital in Paris
where a German doctor operated on his face a number of times over a span of two
years. When he was well enough, they sent him to Stalag VIIIB where he was later
freed by the Russians when the war ended. Joseph Melville Parker passed away on
April 9, 1984.
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DIEPPE 75TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR
AUGUST 2017 - PART THREE

Early in the morning of August 19, 2017, approximately 75 years to the time when our brave Royals left
their landing crafts and hit the beaches at Puys, families and friends of these soldiers stood shoulder to
shoulder and read each man’s name. Also included were the names of the 3rd Canadian Light Anti-Aircraft
Regiment, the 4th Field Regiment, the Black Watch and several others who were attached to the Royals.
There were approximately 600 soldiers’ names read that morning. The weather was nasty, with rain and
strong winds coming across the beach, making it difficult to hear those who were reading and to keep the
pages still. Luckily our tour guides, Samantha Cowan and Glenn Edmonds had provided us with a microphone and earphones so we were able to hear the names of our heroes. It was incredibly special and extremely moving for all of us. We also read a few of the last letters sent home right before the Raid, and
toasted our heroes ending with the motto of The Royal Regiment of Canada, “Ready Aye Ready!”.

Donald Catto reading a list of names, including the name
of his Father, Lt.-Col. Douglas Catto, who was the
Commanding Officer of the Royals at Dieppe, and was
taken prisoner.

Jack Poolton Jr. reading the names of Prisoners of War,
including the name of his Father, Jack Poolton Sr.

When
the
reading
of
names
was
complete, a rainbow appeared over the English
Channel.

Greg Ward, reading the names of Royals who had been killed
in action, including the name of his Great-Uncle, Roland Ward.
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VISIT TO THE ALEXANDRE DUMAS
HOUSE ON THE CLIFF AT PUYS
COURTESY OF THE BONNET FAMILY
Several members of our group viewed gun placements before climbing the stairs to the top of the cliff and
the Alexandre Dumas house, to see inside the German bunkers and take-in the view the Germans had, as
the Royals were landing on the beach. We posed for a photo with the owners of the house, and thanked
them for this incredible opportunity, before climbing back down the stairs, thinking of those men and the
opposition they faced on August 19, 1942. Merci beaucoup, Monsieur and Madame Bonnet, and your son,
Philippe who arranged our visit!. We are extremely grateful for your hospitality!
The Bonnet
family fly a
Canadian Flag
at their home.

The Germans were firing at our Royals
from these bunkers. Behind concrete, it
was nearly impossible to fire back and be
successful.

Family members with
Monsieur Bonnet.
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Hundreds of
local people
turned out for
the ceremony.
They have not
forgotten the
sacrifices of
these heroes.
Children
brought
flowers to lay
at The Royal
Regiment of
Canada
Memorial.

At the end of
the ceremony,
75 doves were
released,
signifying 75
years since the
Dieppe Raid.

Many wreaths were laid in remembrance of our fallen.
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AFTER THE RAID, THE ROYALS WHO HAD BEEN TAKEN
PRISONER, WERE HELD IN THE COURTYARD OF THE
SCHOOL,”ECOLES PAUL BERT”.
“The prisoners were herded into columns and marched into Puys
where we were temporarily held in a school courtyard. A German
stood guard on top of the high stone wall. Seconds later an allied aircraft flying at rooftop level and not knowing that the men inside were
Canadian, flew over with guns blazing. He circled back and did it
again. He managed to hit the German, but also hit several Canadians.
I watched as the blood of five comrades ran into one large pool in the
middle of the cement floor. What surprised me was that the blood
was five different shades of red. “
From “Destined To Survive” by Jack A. Poolton

We were welcomed by the Head Master of
the Ecole Paul Bert, Neuville Les Dieppe, and
were able to tell him the story of what had
actually happened at the school, later in the
day of August 19, 1942. He was aware that
the PoWs had been kept in the courtyard,
however, was not aware of the aircraft
firing at them. Photos of the Royals in the
courtyard, taken on August 19, 1942, were
on display for us to see.
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Cpl. George GRAVES
wounded in courtyard
“The Canadians able to walk were mustered in a
large school courtyard surrounded by high
walls. Their guards were not unkind, but they
all seemed to mouth the same phrase over and
over, “Fur euch ist der Kreig zu Ende”. “For you
the war is over!” A few minutes later, the war
returned to them in all its violence. A British
Spitfire zoomed down at housetop level and
systematically strafed the prisoners, killing
some and wounding a great many more. Cpl
George Graves had survived the bloody action
on the beach without suffering a scratch. Now
he found himself lying on the ground with a bad
leg wound - shot by his own side! The seriously
wounded were loaded onto trucks and taken to
hospital at Rouen, while all those able to walk
were marched along the road to Dieppe, one
wounded leg or arm was no deterrent.”
From “Forgotten Heroes” by John Mellor

Some of our soldiers seem to be running. Are they
possibly running from the aircraft?
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO SOME MEMBERS OF OUR TEAM!
Don’t know what we would do without these three amazing
people! Mother-Daughter team, Joyce and Jennifer Lang, have
been assisting the Every Man Remembered project for the past
few years, with everything from researching, to website
updating to viewing hundreds of pages of online newspapers,
tracking down family contacts, greeting people and answering
questions at events, and so much more! Douglas Olver, son of
Pte. William Olver, who was a PoW, has been helping ease our
workload by contacting families all over Ontario, hoping to
locate photos and stories of our Royals, and following up with
people as well. He is a constant support of this work, always
helping out with his vast knowledge of the Royals and the
Dieppe Raid, and providing information and cheering us on
when it is very much needed! Thank you, thank you, thank
you!!
FAMILY OF CPL. ALBERT FROST - RIDING FROM DIEPPE TO
NORMANDY TO RAISE MONEY FOR WOUNDED WARRIORS
On August 19, 1942, Cpl Albert George Frost, B66879, was killed in action with “A” Company of The Royal
Regiment of Canada, during the Dieppe Raid. In 2017, our Every Man Remembered group was honoured to
place his photo on his grave, along with a Canadian flag and to read his name on Blue Beach at
approximately the same time as when The Royals had landed on that beach 75 years before. When this
project began, I found an article written by Albert’s brother, who was 12 years old in 1942, telling the story
of how the family found out that his brother would not return. His brother mentioned the last letter from
Albert arriving at the house. When the Royals were on the mother-ship before climbing down into the
landing crafts, they were told they could write a letter home to their families that would only be mailed if
they failed to return. Albert began his letter with “Dear Mom and Dad…this is goodbye…”. In February, I
received a message on our website from the wife of Albert Frost’s grandson, looking for a photo of Albert.
The Frost family, Vicki, Randy and Bailey, will be participating in the Wounded Warriors Canada Battlefield
Bike Ride 2019, which starts with the group riding into Dieppe. They finish their ride at Juno Beach on the
75th Anniversary of D-Day. It is a fundraiser for Wounded Warriors, but has special meaning to the family, as
they will see for the first time, Blue Beach where Albert gave his life for our freedom, and to visit his grave.
Each rider has to raise funds for Wounded Warriors Canada, . If anyone wants to help them out, please visit https://bbr19.ca and look for “Team Frostbite”, Randy Frost or Bailey Frost. I have attached a photo of the
jerseys they will be wearing, with The Royal Regiment of Canada badge, the last photo of the Royals before
Dieppe, and the Dieppe Cemetery. Please share this also with friends and family who might want to help
them out. Wounded
Warriors Canada is a
national mental health
charity whose mission is to honour and
support our country’s ill and injured
Canadian Armed Forces members, Veterans,
First Responders and their families. Funds
raised from the Battlefield Bike Ride
supports the delivery of our wide range of
Special biking
jerseys made
mental health programs and services for
to honour
individual members and families affected by
Cpl. Albert Frost
Operational Stress Injuries such as Post& The Royal
Traumatic Stress Disorder. “Honour the
Regiment of
Canada.
Fallen, Help the Living”.
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ROLAND DEWAR BRYAN KILLED IN ACTION HONOURED BY WOMAN IN DIEPPE FOR OVER 20 YEARS

Last year, we received an email from France, inquiring as to whether we had a photo,
information and a possible family contact for Pte. Roland Bryan, who had been killed in
action at Dieppe. The email mentioned a woman named Evelyne who had been placing
flowers on the grave of Pte. Bryan for more than twenty years. I forwarded the only photo
we have found so far, and his story. Sadly, we have not been able to find a contact. A few
months ago, we received a letter sent in care of The Royal Regiment of Canada at Fort York
Armoury. Inside the envelope were some photos, a letter, and a copy of a card, written by
Evelyne that was placed on Pte. Bryan’s grave on August 19, 2018. This package, sent by
David Devigne, who had sent the email last year, explained that Evelyne had started
placing the flowers after reading the epitaph on Pte. Bryan’s headstone.
Pte. Roland Dewar Bryan
Ronald Bryan - B67274
Pte.Pte.Bryan
had been married shortly before the
Dieppe Raid, so these heartfelt words may have been
written by his wife, or by his parents. Evelyne became
that kind hand, and ensured that each August 19th,
flowers would be placed on his grave. However, last
August 19th, she was unable to carry out this duty. A
request was sent to Daniel David, at the Canadian Embassy in Paris to bring the flowers to Dieppe with the card
written by Evelyne. In a moving ceremony, Daniel placed the flowers, the card, with the photo we had sent last year
on Pte. Bryan’s grave on behalf of Evelyne. This is what Evelyne wrote:

“For years, I have come to flower his grave, I put down some roses or I plant a small rosebush, as moved by
your epitaph I promised to come every year…. Today, I can see your face and I am deeply moved. I therefore
share your beautiful face with those will look at it. You 22 years, you died to free my country, this I cannot forget.
You are married, and in 1943 she joined you….I adopted you, even if I have not known you, you could have been
my Canadian Grandfather. You that have stopped to look at the portrait of Roland Dewar Bryan, think of him on
that fateful day of August 19…..I will never forget.“ Evelyne K.P.
David also mentioned in his letter, that Evelyne received the
Meritorious Service Medal, the Legion of Honor from the
French Government and the Palmes Academiques from the
French Educational Board. David Devigne is also a M.S. M. recipient for his tireless work in commemorating the Canadian
Forestry Corps during World War I.
On behalf of the Dieppe - Blue Beach - Every Man
Remembered project, we salute you, Evelyne and thank you
from the bottom of our hearts for what you have done to
honour Pte. Bryan. Also thank you David for sharing this story, L to R - Isabelle Hudon, Canadian Ambassador to France, David
Devigne, M.S.M. , Captain F. Caron, CD, Evelyne K.P.,M.S.M.
and also for what you do to honour our Canadian soldiers!
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Photo from the Cpl Frost collection.

Photos from the Ted Giles collection.
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LET US KNOW!!
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Can you help us
identify the Royals in
this photo? This is
“D” Company, 21
Platoon.

Donald George North, born on May 19, 1938 in Ladner, British Columbia,
passed away at age 80 on January 7, 2019. Donald was the loving
husband of Deanna North. For forty years, Don North has combined the
skills of journalist, film and video producer, cameraman, spokesperson,
writer, and trainer in a wide variety of international forums. He began his
career in Hong Kong, soon gravitating to the war in Vietnam where he
assumed the roles of photojournalist and radio reporter. In 1968 he
reported on the attack of the US Embassy by Viet Cong guerrillas during
the Tet Offensive. He has been embedded in fifteen wars including
reporting from Bosnia, Sarajevo, Afghanistan, and Iraq. He recently
returned from Nigeria where he witnessed the atrocities of the Boko
Haram. Don was the director of Northstar Productions, Inc. in Fairfax,
Virginia. He has a degree in advanced international reporting from
Columbia University, New York. He wrote regularly for Vietnam Magazine
and Consortiumnews.com. North was Vice President of Military Reporters and Editors and a member of the National Press Club and National
Association of Press Photographers. Constantly reinventing himself, he
self-published the book Inappropriate Conduct: Mystery of a Disgraced
War Correspondent and was working on a screenplay of the same name.

Don North and Jayne Poolton-Turvey at
Fort York Armoury August 19, 2018.

Don attended our Dieppe 76th event last August at Fort York Armoury. He brought along an edited version of
an interview he had done with Royal, Joe Ryan, as he had accompanied Joe on one of his last trips to
Dieppe. He also was good friends with another one of our Royals, Roy Jacques, and was able to give me a
DVD of an interview he did with Roy, to help us to tell Roy's story. Don knew the importance of saving these
histories and was very supportive of the goals of our Every Man Remembered project. He will be missed.
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We would like to acknowledge
some of the people who have
helped move this project forward
since our last newsletter:
The Royal Regiment of Canada:
Lt.-Col. Joseph Nonato
Adam Saunders
Rick Towey
Mihail Murgoci
Peter Boyle
David Archer
Jason Nisenson
Donald & Debbie Catto
Bill Adams
Barbara Stanworth
Judy Cowan
Sid Giddings
John Michell
Ross Toms
Don North
The Battlefield Tours:
Samantha & Ian Cowan
Glenn Edmonds
Jean Bonnet
Phillippe Bonnet
Carol Price
Ron Price
Don Parker
Frost Family

Mark Cadeau, dressed in the
battledress uniform of The
Royals at Dieppe, in front of one
of
our
Dieppe
displays,
November, 2018. In our next
newsletter, more on our
Remembrance Event, and the
Provincial Award we won!

The new regimental history of The
Royal Regiment of Canada, recounts the
Royals’ story from 1861 to Afghanistan,
with a lot of information about the
Dieppe Raid. This hard cover book, with
over 500 pages, is a salute to this proud
and famous regiment. Only $40
(shipping extra). Available by emailing:
alwaysreadybook@gmail.com

If you can help us find photos and stories for
these heroes, or for more information, contact:
Jayne Poolton-Turvey
gjturvey@rogers.com

DIEPPE 75TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR
AUGUST 2017 - PART FOUR
WILL BE FEATURED IN THE NEXT
NEWSLETTER

705-737-5085

Mark Cadeau
m.cadeau@sympatico.ca
705-715-8898

www.dieppebluebeach.ca
dieppebluebeach@gmail.com

Every Man Remembered Research Team:
Joyce Lang

Nicole Turvey

Jennifer Lang

Danielle Turvey

Doug Olver

Doug Surphlis

Jack Poolton Jr.

Doug Tunney

