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THE ROYAL REGIMENT OF CANADA  // HOLLAND LIBERATION TOUR 2020 
Itinerary Proposal 

 
Dates: 29 April - 10 May 2020 
Meals: (B) - Breakfast [throughout], (D) - Dinner [5 included in local restaurants / lodging]) 
Number of Participants: approx 2 groups of 40 Passengers + 1 Tour Manager & 1 Driver 
Accommodation: 3***- 4**** Superior Tourist Class within Hotel City Limits / Metropolitan Area 
Transportation: Private Motor Coach 
 
Overnights: 

- Antwerp, 2 nights 
- Arnhem, 3 nights 
- Groningen, 2 nights 
- Noordwijk, 3 nights  

 
Focus: Half Battlefield Tour // Half Sight-Seeing Tour at a relaxed pace, including:  

- Ceremonies at Holten & Wageningen  
- Visits to the Scheldt, Leeuwarden & Groningen  
- Time on own to explore Amsterdam 
- Keukenhof Gardens, Windmills and other sights as suggested 

 
Revision Notes as of Jul 10, 2019 

- Enquiries with KLM, AC,and Air Transat for group air options were requested, 
KLM group air chosen as best option // land-only pricing also provided 

- Changed overnights from Bruges for a stay in Antwerp  
- Including a visit to Amersfoort Camp & Bergen-op-Zoom Cemetery 
- Ceremonies in Nijmegen - pending - 005 / Liberation Route tbd 
- Sub Haarlem overnights for Noordwijk overnights 

 
PROPOSED ITINERARY 

 
-  - Apr 29 | Departure Day  
Depart from Toronto's Lester B Pearson Airport on your overnight flight to Brussels.  
[Dinner and breakfast will be served onboard] 
 
Day 1 - Apr 30 | Arrival Day 
Upon arrival in Brussels, you will be met by your coach driver and tour manager before 
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embarking on our journey to Antwerp (~1h15min, 45km). We will arrive in time for lunch to 
enjoy a brief orientation tour before taking the rest of the day to rest and relax. Tonight, join us 
for our group "Welcome Dinner" for the opportunity to meet our fellow traveling companions. 
[Overnight - Antwerp (D)] 
 
Day 2 - May 01 | Exploring Antwerp 
After breakfast, our guide will take us on an exploration of the perfectly preserved medieval 
port city of Antwerp. Explore narrow cobbled pathways in the crammed and centuries-old 
Diamond District which houses thousands of diamond traders, cutters, and polishers. Venture 
around the grand Grote Markt, and take the afternoon to enjoy the city at your own pace. May 
we suggest a visit to the Rubens House to explore the former mansion home of the Rubens, 
or perhaps the Brewery Tour at De Koninck Brewery, the only brewery, in the centre of town. 
Tonight, enjoy dinner on your own, sampling the finest traditional delicacies Belgium can offer. 
[Overnight - Antwerp (B)] 
 
Day 3 - May 02 | Exploring the Scheldt  
After breakfast this morning, we say our farewells to Antwerp and begin our discussions of the 
Battle of the Scheldt, the longest battle on Dutch territory.  We continue to Bergen-op-Zoom 
Canadian Military Cemetery,  where over 1,280 casualties lie as a result of Operation 
Infatuate. We continue to Amersfoort for lunch, before our visit to the Amersfort Camp one of 
the three best known memorial centers in Holland. Over 35,000 political prisoners were 
detained in this transit camp, under the direct command of the SS between the years 1941-45. 
Today, the National Monument Camp stands as a memorial for reflecting on the past, in the 
hopes we pass on lessons from the past to new generations. After our visit, we head east, to 
Arnhem to enjoy our dinner and overnight.  [Overnight - Arnhem (B, D)] 
 
Day 4 -  May 03 | Exploring the Liberation Story, Nijmegen 
We begin our day with an orientation of Nijmegen (~40min, 24.3km) before heading to the 
Liberation Museum in Groesbeek for the opportunity to understand occupied Holland and 
the operations by Allied Forces in 1944/45. After paying our respects at the Canadian Military 
Cemetery of Groesbeek, we tour back through Arnhem (~40min, 24.3km) to see the John 
Frost Bridge, (A Bridge Too Far) and the British Airborne Memorial. Our day will finish with a 
visit to the Hartenstein Hotel, the HQ of the beleaguered Airborne Forces in Operation Market 
Garden - now a remarkable museum. We return to the hotel in the late afternoon to enjoy 
dinner on your own.  [Overnight - Arnhem (B)]  
 
Day 5 -  May 04 | **Ceremony Day** Holten Military Cemetery  
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After breakfast, we depart for the Commemoration Ceremonies at the Commonwealth 
Military Cemetery of Holten. (~1h 15min, 64km)  Before returning to Arnhem, we will stop at 
the Twente Kanaal where the RRC forced a crossing at Almen. Here, Jip will tell us about the 
interesting duel involving a PIAT and a Panzerfaust. Enjoy the rest of the day at your own pace 
to dine and explore.  [Overnight - Arnhem (B)] 
 
Day 6 - May 05 |  **Ceremony Day** Wageningen, transfer to Groningen 
Enjoy a relaxed start before saying your farewells to Arnhem. We travel to Wageningen today 
(~35min, 18km) for the Wageningen Parade complete with a static show with military trucks, 
basecamps and reenactments (Start time approx 3.00pm). After the ceremonies are over, we 
take the drive to Groningen (2h 15min, 187km) where we will check-in to enjoy a set dinner 
together.  [Overnight - Groningen (B, D)] 
 
Day 7 - May 06 | Leeuwarden & Groningen  
After breakfast this morning we will explore Leeuwarden (~1h 15min, 65km) and Groningen - 
both liberated by the 2nd Division in April of 1945. Both towns will be celebrating the 75th 
Anniversary Liberation of the Netherlands with local festivities and events.Tonight, enjoy dinner 
in Groningen at your own pace. [Overnight - Groningen (B)] 
 
Day 8 - May 07 | Giethoorn & Haarlem   
We say our farewells to Groningen this morning, and head to Haarlem with a stop en-route in 
Giethoorn (~1h 30min, 91km), the Venice of the Netherlands, where you will find canals 
instead of streets. It is one of the most delightful villages in the Netherlands. This afternoon, we 
continue south to the Dutch Bulb Fields with a visit to the Keukenhof gardens, (~2h 10min, 
149km), [or, choose on option to head to Delft instead, to see where the Vermeer Delft Blue 
Pottery is made]. This evening, we head into the original historic port city of Noordwijk, 
(~40min , 26km) where we will enjoy a brief orientation tour and dinner with the group.  
[Overnight - Noordwijk (B, D)] 
 
Day 9 - May 08 | Exploring in Amsterdam  
Today, we head to Amsterdam for a full day to explore the city, including a walking tour with 
your guide, plus the option of either taking a canal cruise, a visit to Anne Frank’s House, a 
tour of the Heineken Brewery Experience or perhaps even a walking tour of the Red Light 
District. After lunch, enjoy the afternoon to explore the city at your own pace. Enjoy dinner on 
your own, before meeting our guide to transfer back to our hotel, or you can take the 1h train 
ride direct from Amsterdam Central at any time (runs every 30min). [Overnight - Noordwijk 
(B)] 
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Day 10 - May 09 | Full & Free Day to Explore Amsterdam (option to head to Apeldoorn)  
Enjoy another full free day on your own exploring Amsterdam. Those who wish to attend the 
Liberation Market events in Apeldoorn, complete with a static show of military trucks, 
basecamps and reenactments, you can be escorted by our guide today. Tonight, we gather for 
our ”Farewell Dinner” in one of our favorite local restaurants in the heart of Amsterdam. 
[Overnight - Noordwijk (B, D)] 
 
Day 11 - May 10 | Departure Day  
After breakfast we will be transferred to Schiphol Amsterdam  airport for our flights back to 
Canada. [(B) Meals onboard]. 
 
TOUR END 
 
*Please note - this custom itinerary based on commemorative events and is subject to changes  
 
COST INCLUDES 

- Full-Time Tour Manager & Guide (Jip Mejer) throughout  
- Coach Transport 40+ Executive Seat & Driver’s Expenses 
- Breakfast throughout 
- (5) 3-Course Dinners (beverages not included)  
- Entrances as specified in itinerary  
- Merchant Fees, Taxes, Tolls  
- Custom Map Kit 

 
COST DOES NOT INCLUDE 

- Out of Country Medical Travel & Trip Cancellation Insurance 
- Lunches and some Dinners 
- Gratuities for driver & guide (may we suggest 4EUR per person for your tour guide, and 3EUR 

per person for your driver, per day) 
 
LAND-ONLY PRICING 
Listed Price is per person in Twin/Double Accommodation 
25-29 paying pax      $3,870.00 CAD NET 
30-34 paying pax      $3,715.00 CAD NET 
35-39 paying pax      $3,610.00 CAD NET 
40-44 paying pax      $3,520.00 CAD NET 
 
Single Supplement    $900.00 CAD NET 
 
AIR PRICING // KLM // holding 40 seats until January 10th, 2020 // $1,100 CAD per person  
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April 29, 2020 
22:45 > 11:55   TORONTO -- to -- AMSTERDAM // KLM 696  
 -- 1h 40min connection --  
13:45 > 14:35   AMSTERDAM -- to -- BRUSSELS // KL 1725  
 
May 10, 2020 
10:30 > 11:50   AMSTERDAM -- to -- PARIS CDG // AF 1341  
-- 2h connection -- 
13:50 > 16:10   PARIS CDG -- to -- TORONTO YYZ  // AF 356  
 

 
***Pricing is based on the current rate of exchange, which can be secured upon confirmation of 

security deposit*** 
 
Payment Schedule: 
 

$300 per person, non-refundable security deposit to book space 

Final balance due 90 days prior to departure 

 

Cancellation Policy: 

$300 is non-refundable at time of booking 

60-31 days prior to departure, 50% of total purchase price non-refundable 

30-0 days prior to departure, 100% of total purchase price non-refundable 

 
30 days prior to departure you will receive an online copy of your map kit & guide book (click HERE for a 

sample) 

 
Please read through our General Group Terms & Conditions carefully: 
www.connectiontours.ca/terms  
 
Please Review our Group Booking Terms and Conditions: 
Are you travelling on a tour with The Battlefield Tours of Canada? 
Please review the following information and conditions, which constitute your binding contract 
with The Battlefield Tours & Connection Custom Travel Inc. Canada.  
www.thebattlefieldtours.com/terms 
 
The payment of a reservation on a tour or customised itinerary with The Battlefield Tours shall 
constitute consent to all provisions in the terms & conditions.  
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Questions? Contact us: 

 
Your Tour Operator: The Battlefield Tours as 

operated by Connection Custom Travel  
Samantha COWAN - (Mobile) 647-746-9862 

samantha@thebattlefieldtours.com 
 

Your Travel Agency: DH TOUR  
Representative: Karen Burwood - (Office Phone) 

Tel:1-888-597-3519 or 905-639-9954  
Fax: 905-639-9120  

Email: dhtour@dhtour.ca 
 

Our Address: 
2319 Fairview Street, 

Suite 609 
Burlington, ON 

L7R 2E3 
 

Our websites:  
www.dhgrouptours.com 

www.thebattlefieldtours.com 
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