
The Every Man Remembered Team hope all of our Dieppe Royals’ families and friends have been well and 
safe during this pandemic.  We have been working really hard, trying to get caught up with all of the      
research information and photos that we have been collecting for the past five years.  Work on the                 
commemorative book is underway, but we still need your help in locating photos and information.  If you 
have not yet sent us scans of your father/grandfather/uncle, please do so asap, so that he will not be                    
forgotten.  Don’t forget that we are also searching for soldiers from the Black Watch, 3rd LAA Regiment, 
4th Field Regiment and any others who landed with The Royals on Blue Beach.   

D I E P P E  -  B L U E  B E A C H  
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Summer  2020 Issue Fifteen 

A not-for-profit research project  to honour the soldiers of                                                                   
The Royal Regiment of Canada                                                                                                            

who participated in the Dieppe Raid on August 19, 1942.                                                                  
Please help us find information and photos of all 554 men who landed on Blue Beach. 

We are proud to announce that we have recently located another four photos of our fallen Royals.  However, we 
still have fourteen photos to locate (names listed below).  Please have a look through the boxes of photos that you 
have stored away, for group or individual pictures of your relative and/or any other Royals, especially if names are 
listed on the back. Although we are extremely pleased that we have been able to locate photos for 476 of our 554 
Royals who participated in the Dieppe Raid, there are still 78 others that we have not been able to locate.  We are 
also looking for photos that were taken in Iceland in 1940 and England from 1940 - 1942, as well as PoW Camp 
photos.  PLEASE HELP US REMEMBER EVERY MAN!   

ARMSTRONG, Arden 

EVANS, Louis 

FUJA, Carl 

GREEN, Simon 

HIGGINS, David 

JONES, Nelson 

LAMB, James 

McIVOR, Thomas 

MURCELL, William 

PATTON, John 

PETHERBRIDGE, Frederick 

POST, Wesley 

ROWAN, Larry 

SAWYER, Sydney 

In 2017 a tour was organized in partnership with                        

The Battlefield Tours, to travel to Dieppe for the 75th                               

Anniversary of the Raid.  Two busloads of descendants of 

our Dieppe Heroes travelled to various sites to honour 

these men.  It was a life-changing event, and for those of 

us on that tour, something we would never forget.  Since 

that time, I have had several people ask if we would be 

putting a tour together for the 80th Anniversary of the Dieppe Raid, which would take place in August of 2022.  I 

have spoken to the amazing people at The Battlefield Tours, Samantha and Ian Cowan, about the possibility of 

putting together a tour for us.  Obviously we are hoping that travel will be back to normal by then,  and we will be 

monitoring the situation as the world opens back up again. But in order to get an idea if there is interest to                      

organize a tour, could you please email me at dieppebluebeach@gmail.com to let me know that you are interested.  

There is no obligation at this time, we just want to see if there is interest.   
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We wish to honour the following heroes who died on Blue Beach August 19, 1942. 

Norman was born on March 25, 1923 in St. John, New Brunswick.  He was 5’6” tall 

with light hair and blue eyes.  Prior to enlistment, he had been employed as a cook 

and a driver.  His father, Arthur, had been a soldier in the First World War and his 

brothers, Lloyd, Arthur and Roland also served during the Second World War.            

Norman trained at Camp Borden during the summer of 1940 and then proceeded 

overseas as a reinforcement in February of 1941.  He landed at Puys with                      

“Battalion Headquarters” Company where he was killed in action.  Norman                      

Buchanan is buried in the Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-Sur-Mer, Row E, 

Grave E-9 

L/Cpl. ROBERT GILLILAND - B66781-   “C” Company  

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we will remember them. 

Pte. NORMAN LESLIE BUCHANAN- B67860 - “BN HQ” Company  

Pte. TYLER LEVITA ASTLE- B68124 - “C” Company  

Robert was born on March 28, 1911 in Standtown, Belfast, Ireland.  He was 5’8’’ 

with dark brown hair and brown eyes.  Prior to enlistment on September 10, 

1939, he worked as a rollermaker.  He also had been a member of the Militia 

unit from March of 1930.  He served with “Z” Force in Iceland between June 

and October of 1940.  Robert landed on Blue Beach with “C” Company and was 

killed in action during the Raid. Surviving were his wife and two sons, Robert 

and Lawrence, his mother, Mrs. Margaret Gilliland, three brothers and four  

sisters.  He is buried in the Dieppe Canadian War Cemetery, Hautot-Sur-Mer, 

Row C, Grave C-33. 

Tyler was born on July 7, 1911, in Newcastle, New Brunswick.  When he turned 

20 years old, he moved to Ontario and worked in various places, including           

Timmins as a lumberjack and blacksmith helper. His goal was to become a                 

mechanic.  He was 5’9” tall and had blue eyes and brown hair.  He enlisted with 

The Royal Regiment of Canada on April 10, 1941 as a reinforcement.  Tyler land-

ed on Blue Beach with “C” Company and was badly wounded.  He was taken to 

Rouen for medical attention, where he died from wounds received.  He is                

buried in the St. Sever Cemetery Extension in Rouen, France, Block “S”, Plot 4. 

Row R. Grave 17.   
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We also wish to honour these men who became Prisoners of War on August 19, 1942…. 

PTE. GERALD GUY “JERRY” FIELDS - B67018 -  “A“ Company - PoW#  26546 

Officially listed as missing, then later discovered to have survived the Dieppe 

Raid, David and Roy Fields, served together in the same Company. They were   

only four years apart in age, owing to David Roy being the youngest of 10                    

children, and grew up together in Sandwich East, Windsor.  Gerald was also              

captured, but ended up in Stalag VIIIB (Lamsdorf). 

Both men were reunited at the end of the war, had families and lived long lives. 

David Roy lived to 82, had one son, 5 grandchildren and 5 great-grandchildren.  

Gerald lived to the age of 90, had 6 children, 14 grandchildren and 6 great-

grandchildren. 

PTE. DAVID ROY FIELDS - B67017 -  “A“ Company - PoW#  43061 

At the start of the war, David Roy and Gerald Guy (uncle and nephew from 

Windsor, Ontario) were determined to sign up together, however Gerald was a 

year too young. To avoid being recognized, they hitchhiked to Toronto to sign 

up with The Royal Regiment and so set their course for Blue Beach, instead of 

with their friends in the Essex Kent Scottish, on Red Beach.   David was wounded 

on landing, taking eight machine gun rounds and mortar shrapnel, before he 

found refuge in a capsized landing craft.  He tried to swim toward a British Navy 

Craft, but he was not able to pull himself aboard and was left for dead.    He  was 

taken prisoner after being washed ashore.  David was a PoW at Stalag IXC 

(Molsdorf), taking every opportunity to try and escape and perform acts of            

sabotage while out on working parties. 

PTE. GEORGE HENRY FLINT - B67323 - “H.Q.” Company - PoW# 26956 

Pte George H. Flint enlisted on Sept. 10, 1939. He served in Iceland, in 1940, then 

spent nearly two years in England training for the Raid.  During that time, he met 

May Bell from Doncaster, Yorkshire. They were married on May 31, 1941 and a 

son, John Henry Flint was born on July 29, 1942, three weeks before the Raid. 

George saw John briefly before leaving for Dieppe. George was severely wound-

ed on Blue Beach and spent several weeks in a hospital in Rouen before being 

transported to Stalag VIIIB. Because of George’s wounds he could not dig in the 

escape tunnels, but he did manage to help with the escape efforts by ‘procuring’ 

needed equipment and papers . He survived the Long March and was returned 

to England where he was reunited with his wife, May and son, John. George was                    

repatriated to Canada on the S.S. Letitia, with May and John following later, on 

board the Queen Mary. Daughter, Frances was born in 1949.   
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Not only was Steve Michell (who was captured on Blue Beach with The Royal                  

Regiment of Canada) an accomplished musician and composer, he also was an author.  

He wrote two books about his war-time experiences.  “They Were Invincible”, is a cut 

down version of “Profile on Twelve Platoon”, beginning with Operation Rutter,  the 

original planned raid on Dieppe that was supposed to take place in early July, but was                  

cancelled.  It is 244 pages in length and printed in a generous font.  It can be pur-

chased through Amazon, $3.99 USF for an e-book or $14.99 USF for paperback 

(shipping is extra). 

“Profile on Twelve Platoon” begins with a poem “of War”, written from the heart, by     

Stephen.  The first five chapters detail initial training at Fort York and Base Borden.  

Then comes the months of 

isolation in Iceland.  Finally 

nearly two years of training and waiting in England.  Included is 

descriptions of the mischief the soldiers resorted to out of 

boredom, after which the two books essentially dovetail.  This 

book is 282 pages in length and printed in a generous font.  It 

also can be purchased through Amazon, $5.99 USF for an e-

book or $19.99 USF for paperback (shipping is extra). 

The books cover the carnage on the beaches, the capture and 

the parading of the prisoners around Europe as a prize. The 

next phase was incarceration at Stalag 9C, Molsdorf Prison 

Camp, his welcome into the 'Britanniques' Kreigie band and 

their hand in the escape at Molsdorf.  Finally they were transferred to the “escape proof” camp at Kassel Brauerei 

(Castle Brewery), Muhlhausen. The books finish up describing the final forced march to stay out of the hands of Patton's 

liberating 3rd Army, the condition of Germany at the wars end and some of the atrocities they saw along the route.  

There is a third book under his name. It is not a war story but a comedy entitled 'Hi Jinks'. Also a good read.  

S T E P H E N  M I C H E L L  -  P R I S O N E R  O F  W A R  -  S T A L A G  I X C  
 

The military march, composed by Stephen Michell called “Men of Dieppe”, had the distinction of having 

been adopted as the official march of the Dieppe Veterans and Prisoners of War Association.  In one of 

the Association’s newsletters, it stated “Steve Michell as most of you know, is some kind of “Diepper”.  

Steve fought at Dieppe with “The Royals” and spent his PoW time in 9C where he continued his music 

work to keep up morale.  It appears that he did a fine job.” 

Many Dieppe PoWs who were badly wounded were taken to Stalag IXC (Molsdorf) and not to Stalag VIIIB, 

(Lamsdorf) where most of the Dieppe PoWs were held.  We have found some discrepancies, however, as 

there were  many “walking wounded” who ended up in Stalag VIIIB.  So far, we have been able to confirm 

31 PoWs from The Royal Regiment of Canada were in IXC, along with at least three from the 3rd LAA.  For 

those of you looking for information about Stalag IXC, Stephen Michell’s books may possibly provide some 

information.  Another book about IXC, is “Ticket To Hell Via Dieppe”, by A. Robert Prouse, who served with 

the No. 2 Canadian Provost Corps, and who was captured on main beach.    



 

“The next day we marched to a train (Envermeu) which took us to Verneulles, 30 kms. from Paris. There in an 
old prison camp, all the prisoners were being collected, the total count reaching (approx.) 1200 O.R.’s (ordinary 
recruits), 90 officers, and the 3 M.O.’s (Medical Officers) from the 4th Brigade. There were more than 250 so- 
called walking wounded, a misnomer as some of these men were in our camp hospital for 6 months, one 
officer died before reaching the Oflag. “ 

A U G U S T  2 0 ,  1 9 4 2  A T  6 : 0 0  A M — T H E  P O W S  L E A V E  F O R  
V E R N E U L L E S  ( C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  W I N T E R  2 0 2 0  N E W S L E T T E R )  

According to several books written by former PoWs, 

as well as interviews with these men, the freight cars 

(cattle trucks) were meant for 40 men, but there were 

at least 50 men to a car.  There was little room to lay 

down, so most of them crouched down when they 

were tired of standing.  They were in the train cars for 

five days until they arrived at the train platform near 

Lamsdorf (Stalag VIIIB) on September 1, 1942.   

“On Aug. 27 (1942 we were all moved; the officers with Capt. Joe Walmsley (med's /39, Toronto) were sent 
to an officer's camp (Oflag) while the O.R. (ordinary recruits) with Charlie Robertson and myself, were put in 
freight cars, (40 men or 8 horses). Our car had 21 stretcher cases, 4 orderlies, 2 M.O.'s, (medical officers) a 
box of black bread, some tins of meat, a milk can of water and a pail for sanitation. As we traveled eastward 
there were occasional stops, the men were kept in their cars but Robbie or myself were allowed to check the 
acutely ill, always with a guard. These were similar to our Home guard; it was a surprise to have one tell me, 
in English, that he had belonged to a German club in Toronto. The cars all had chalked messages, "Churchill's 
Second Front Kaput" .”                                                                 (Wartime diary of Capt. D.W. Clare, M.C. R.C.M.C.) 

A cattle truck, similar to one in which the PoWs                                           

would have travelled , beside the Lamsdorf train siding. 



 

T H E  M A J O R I T Y  O F  T H E  P R I S O N E R S  O F  W A R  T R A V E L  I N  C A T T L E  
T R U C K S ( T R A I N  C A R S )  T O  S T A L A G  V I I I B  I N  L A M S D O R F ,  G E R M A N Y  

Jack Poolton Jr, son of PoW, Jack Poolton Sr, standing 
beside train siding at Sowin, where the Dieppe PoWs 
arrived on September 1, 1942.  

“The men were formed into columns for the mile-long march to the prison camp.  They marched down a 

road lined with cherry trees.  Although the men were weak with hunger, they had been warned by the 

guards that they would be shot for picking any of the cherries.”  Destined To Survive by Jack A. Poolton 

The Dieppe PoWs marching toward Stalag VIIIB, September 1, 1942.   
Family members of PoWs walking                       

down the same road 68 years later.   

Lamsdorf is now 

called Lambinowice. 
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“Further down the road they passed 

a cemetery filled with small dirty 

black crosses stretching as far as the 

eye could see.  As the men neared 

the crosses, they discovered that 

these were not German graves, but 

were the resting places of Allied 

prisoners from the First World War 

who had died during their incarcera-

tion by the Germans.” 

                   Destined To Survive, Jack Poolton 

“They advanced through the main gate 
singing “The Yanks are coming” to the huge 
delight of the British troops behind the 
wire.  The guards were puzzled and appre-
hensive. Beaten armies do not                  
usually march into prison camps with 
proud bearing and with arms swinging, as 
though on parade.  The hot sun beat down 
on the Canadians as their captors counted 
and recounted them monotonously.“ 

                        Forgotten Heroes by John Mellor 

“We were stopped outside the gates for 
searches, registration and counting.  We 
were then photographed, fingerprinted 
and issued a disk with our Kriegsgefange-
ner (PoW) number.”  

                  Destined to Survive by Jack Poolton 

R to L - Pauline Braaksma, daughter of Dieppe Royal and PoW, Michael 
Ewanyshyn, Jayne Poolton- Turvey, Jack Poolton Jr., Nicole Turvey,            

family of Jack Poolton, Dieppe Royal and PoW.  

Photo from the Stalag VIIIB Museum, Lambinowice. 
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V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  C A N A D A  A D D S                             

B R I T I S H  H O M E  C H I L D R E N  T O  I T S  W E B S I T E  

After six years of lobbying for the military service of British Home Children to be formally recognized by Veterans 
Affairs Canada, it has officially happened!  VAC is recognizing the importance of contributions to Canada’s military 
history by British Home Children.  Along with a page describing British Home Children, the website offers pages 
about British Home Children in the First and Second World Wars, along with stories of soldiers awarded the Victoria 
Cross and additional information on the legacy of British Home Children in Canada.  Many of our Dieppe Royals were 
British Home Children, including Robert Gittins, George Painter, Edward Adams, Percy Williams, Frederick Benford, 
who were killed in action, and William Winter and Victor Sparrow  (RCE) who were POWs.  We are researching               
several others who we think might also be Home Children.  Between 1869 and 1948, over 100,000 children came to 
Canada from Great Britain as part of the British Child Emigration Movement.  Congratulations to Lori Oschefski and 
the British Home Children Advocacy and Research Association for all the time and effort spent to ensure that the 
BHC were recognized!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
From VAC’s Website,  “https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/people-and-stories/british-home-children”.   The Second World 
War broke out in September 1939. Britain and Canada again found themselves taking up arms in a new struggle for peace and 
freedom. While few new British Home Children were now coming to Canada, tens of thousands who had immigrated here in 
previous years were now of military age.  More than one million Canadians served in the Second World War and, in an echo of 
the First World War, an estimated 20,000 former British Home Children would join the Canadian military. What motivated them 
to volunteer? Some felt a sense of loyalty to King and country. Others signed up in hopes of returning to their home country and 
reconnecting with family members they had been forced to leave behind. Many former British Home Children who were                         
Veterans of the First World War would again volunteer for service in the new conflict. For some of those who chose to re-enlist, 
it was a comfort to return to the familiar structure of 
the military. It was also a break from the hungry days 
of the Great Depression that had ravaged the              
Canadian economy for most of the 1930s. Undoubt-
edly, some of the new recruits would also be the sons 
of former British Home Children who had served in 
the First World War, so it was a continuation of a 
family tradition of service. 
Whatever their motivations were, British Home                
Children served bravely during the war and fought in 
every major campaign in which Canada took part. 
Their service came at a great price, however, with 
many losing their lives to help the Allies to victory. 

Our Every Man Remembered display at the                                                               
British Home Children’s 150th Anniversary Event last year.   

1937 Hiving Off Photo  - George, Robert and Percy were all killed in action. 

Robert   
Gittins 

Percy 
Williams 

George 
Painter 

https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/people-and-stories/british-home-children?fbclid=IwAR3BQTe58Np1kzqb4YDhpO3u6HBkQ13LBUelFA2oa73JIcnbzG_INcruCRY
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/wars-and-conflicts/second-world-war/
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/wars-and-conflicts/second-world-war/
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R O Y A L S  I N  E N G L A N D  B E F O R E  T H E  D I E P P E  R A I D                                
D O  Y O U  R E C O G N I Z E  A N Y O N E  I N  T H E  T H E S E  P H O T O S ?  

 

Inspection of Royals,                       

prior to Dieppe. 

From the collection of the 

Museum of The                                   

Royal Regiment of Canada, 

courtesy Mihail Murgoci.   

Members of “D” Company in     

England before the Dieppe Raid.   

From the collection of the Museum 

of The Royal Regiment of Canada, 

courtesy Mihail Murgoci.                                
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S T A L A G  V I I I B  P H O T O S  

 
D O  Y O U  R E C O G N I Z E  A N Y O N E ?  

 

Photo courtesy Tim Deremo                                                          
from the Lyall Deremo Collection (top row third from right) 

This photo was labelled by an author as “Escape Committee”.  Can anyone help confirm that this is correct?                                

Fred Evans, front row on left, sitting on ground. 
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The year 2020 marks the 75th Anniversary of the Liberation of our Prisoners of War.  Plans were being 

made to put a spectacular event together to honour and commemorate the freedom of these heroes.  

Sadly, COVID put a stop to the planning.  Depending on whether things will be somewhat “back to             

normal” by next spring, we may look at organizing this event in 2021.   

The goal was to invite associations and museums from all the regiments that participated in the Dieppe 

Raid.  Special guests would be in attendance, with presentations and displays, and family members could 

get together and connect with other “Dieppe Kids”.  There are so many incredible stories we are                       

discovering of our PoWs that need to be told.  Let’s hope an event like this can happen!  Once we have 

further information, we will definitely  post it on our social media, and in the newsletter.    

From the very beginning of this project,  Joyce and                   

Jennifer Lang have understood the importance of                 

honouring our Dieppe Royals, even though they did not 

have a personal connection to the Regiment.   Over the 

past five years, this Mother - Daughter team have 

worked tirelessly to assist with research, tracking down 

and contacting people, ordering files from Library and 

Archives Canada, and visiting LAC to do research.                   

Jennifer took over as our Webmaster and has made some 

positive changes to the site.  They both help out at all of 

the events where we have displays and presentations, 

and are able to share their extensive knowledge of our individual Dieppe Royals and of this project.  Without 

their help, we would not be where we are today!                                                                                                                      

  Thank you so much Joyce and Jennifer!  Your support is very much appreciated! 

E V E N T  T O  C O M M E M O R A T E  7 5  Y E A R S  O F                                    

T H E  L I B E R A T I O N  O F  O U R  D I E P P E  P R I S O N E R S  O F  W A R  P O S T P O N E D  

Photos from the Dieppe Raid 76th Anniversary event at Fort York Armoury, hosted by The Royal Regiment of Canada.  Displays 

by Dieppe Blue Beach Every Man Remembered and Rick Towey, Curator of the Museum of The Royal Regiment of Canada. 

W E  W O U L D  L I K E  T O  A C K N O W L E D G E  J O Y C E  A N D  J E N N I F E R  L A N G                      

F O R  T H E I R  S U P P O R T  A N D  H O U R S  O F  W O R K  S P E N T                                           

T O  E N S U R E  E V E R Y  M A N  I S  R E M E M B E R E D !  
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A very special                    
thank you to those 

who have helped us  
with monetary                       

donations to help with                                 
project expenses.                                                  

It is very much                              
appreciated! 

    If you can help us find photos and stories for these heroes,                                         

or for more information contact:   

 

 

 

 

Every Man Remembered Research Team: 

   

          

    

    

                                    

   

                    

     Jayne Poolton-Turvey    

dieppebluebeach@gmail.com 

             705-737-5085 

Mark Cadeau 

 m.cadeau@sympatico.ca 

705-715-8898 

 www.dieppebluebeach.ca  
 

dieppebluebeach@gmail.com 
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