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2021 FUTURE EVENTS - REGIMENT, BAND & ASSOCIATION **
Thursday April 1st 2021 at 1930hrs - Online Speakers Program via Zoom (Guest Speaker - details via e-mail)
Thursday May 6th 2021 at 1930hrs - Virtual Association meeting via Zoom (details via e-mail)
May/June 2021 (Exact date TBC) - Sorrel Day and Change of Command (virtual - details via e-mail)
Thursday July 8th, 2021 at 1930hrs - Online Speakers Program via Zoom (Guest Speaker - details via e-mail)
Thursday August 5th, 2021 at 1930hrs - Virtual Association meeting via Zoom (details via e-mail)

Thursday September 9th, 2021 at 1930hrs - Online Speakers Program via Zoom (Guest Speaker - details via e-mail)
Thursday October 7th, 2021 at 1930hrs - Virtual Association meeting via Zoom (details via e-mail)
** Times, dates and COVID-19 impact to be confirmed
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Fellow Royals,
Since the last edition of ICH DIEN was published in October 2020, we saw
an increase in COVID-19 cases and a full “lockdown” commenced on Boxing
Day. At the time of penning this message, a slow re-start of the economy is
taking place. Businesses are starting to reopen and schools are now open
again for in-person learning. Your Regiment is no different. Your Association is no different. We’ve slowed down, but we’ve adapted to the current
reality by conducting 100% of our business online via e-mail and Zoom
meetings.
The change in pace has also given your Association executive the opportunity to reflect on what the year ahead will look like for our organization.
Keeping in line with the strategic plan for the regimental family, your Association executive has embarked on tackling the following priorities:
Finalize the by-laws update;

Norm Matheis
905-960-8648
matheisn@gmail.com

Membership and revenue;
Online and digital transformation; and
Kit Shop Renewal

Rick Towey
416-820-8838
richard.towey@yahoo.com

There are many other concurrent tasks that we will set out to accomplish
but we will need as much horsepower as we can behind us to make it happen! This is where we will turn to you – members of the Association – to
volunteer your time and help us out in areas where you feel you are best
suited. Some of the committees we need help with are:
Veterans Welfare

Events & Scholarships
Kit Shop
Online/Social Media
Regimental Journal (ICH DIEN)
Sgt-at-Arms: Roger Brown
Steward: Russell Smart
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Speaking of initiatives, our website will soon look a lot different. We’re going to modernize it to include online payment options for memberships and events. We’re going to ensure it looks appealing to those who visit the site in an
effort to get them to join our ranks.
If you haven’t done so already, please visit www.rregtc-assoc.org and ensure your dues are paid up for the 2021 calendar year. Paying your dues allows you to cast a vote at our meetings and also allows the Association to put programming in place to serve you – our members. This includes things such as memorial flowers; “get well” packages;
care packages for deployed soldiers; and of course administration costs (postage, website etc.). Our website now
accepts PayPal (for payment or you can mail a cheque to us as well if you don’t use electronic banking. Donations
are also welcome. Any donations of $100 and greater will qualify for a tax receipt.
I would like to also use this opportunity to clarify an issue that has presented itself. As I mentioned during our February 2021 Association meeting, the previous executive paused issuing new Life Memberships while the program
was under review. So that there is no misunderstanding, those who are presently Life Members will continue to be
Life Members. There are no retroactive changes being considered. The executive will discuss this topic in detail at
our next meeting and will present you the results thereafter.
This spring, the Regiment will see a change of command from Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Nonato, CD to LieutenantColonel (on promotion) Peter Martinis, CD. Major Martinis has just returned from a six-month deployment with Operation IMPACT in the Middle East. He’s now enjoying some well-deserved time at home with his family while on
post-deployment leave. The Association hopes to have Major Martinis speak about his deployment at one of our
upcoming meetings – more to follow on that.

Due to the anticipated COVID-19 restrictions in the spring, the Regiment is expecting to have to conduct a virtual
Sorrel Day and change of command ceremony, much as it did with last year’s change of regimental sergeant-major.
Accordingly, your Association will be ready to announce the 2021 scholarship recipients as part of that event.
In this edition of ICH DIEN, you will see articles that were submitted by serving members of the Regiment, designed
to give you a perspective of what the Regiment has been up to over the last few months from the grassroots.
Putting together this Journal is no easy task. Over the years, it has evolved from a mail only/hard copy newsletter to
a now primarily digital version that is distributed electronically (with some exceptions). I’d like to personally thank
the editor – Norm Matheis for his hard work and dedication to getting this edition out with some great content.

In closing, I look forward to the opportunity to be your president. I look forward to leading this amazing organization
that’s steeped with history and tradition. We have a lot of work to do! I welcome any suggestions you may have and
look forward to meeting as many of you as possible over the course of my term.

Aly Hirji CD
President
The Royal Regiment of Canada Association
rregtc.association@gmail.com

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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From the Editor
This past year 2020 was a shock to the system, in
more ways than one. I think for most of us 2021
comes as a relief. Through adversity we often grow
stronger and the Royals family has demonstrated its
strength again. We encourage all readers to let us
know if this Journal fulfills your thirst for content
related to the activities of the Regimental family.
We can do (almost) anything we want here and be
assured your advice will be taken seriously. It is our
privilege to provide coverage dedicated to all of the
groups that jointly support the Royals, along with
the serving unit members, friends of the Regiment
and affiliated Cadet Corps. Its been an interesting
couple of months for me as your Editor. The Editor
role for a publication in the form of ICH DIEN actually has turned out to combine a couple of ”jobs” in-

cluding that of ghostwriter.
Starting in this edition we've
brought back the section called “A
Good Read”, which, going back into the mists of time, I think was
originally introduced by Martha
Clarke. We are very grateful and frankly humbled,
for the support of all the contributing writers for this
issue, too many to acknowledge in this space, who
provided the broad subject matter that made this
edition hopefully interesting for you. There’s a lot of
emerging and existing talent here. We are excited to
enter a new year with ICH DIEN, with ideas to be
more creative and continue to be responsive to our
readership.
Norm Matheis

matheisn@gmail.com

RSM MENTOR AWARD

Canadian Armed Forces members deployed on Operation IMPACT are awarded the General Service Medal – EXPEDITION, presented by Brigadier-General Paul Peyton, Directorate of Strategic Communication and Director, Operation Inherent Resolve, during a medals presentation in Camp Arifjan, Kuwait on 16 January 2021. Royals’ Major
Peter Martinis at far right.
DND Photo Sailor Third Class Melissa Gonzalez

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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58th COMPANY
Corporal Joon An
Human Resources Administrator
th

th

As 58 Company (58 Coy) prepared to start the 2020/2021 training year, it
was unlike any year before. At Fort York Armoury the soldiers were spaced
out six metres apart stretched out on the parade square, patiently waiting to
go through the annual in-clearance.
COVID-19 poses new challenges, limitations and threats that heavily impact the effectiveness of training. With an
alternating schedule put in place to reduce contact, and with the help of technology, members were able to integrate themselves both virtually and physically. Regardless of all the challenges 58 th Coy was able to adapt and
overcome, staying diligent and maintaining proper sanitation protocols to minimize the spread of the virus.
58th Coy assisted in completing multiple training exercises throughout September to November. Making sure all
kit is accounted for and troops have everything they need for the exercise ahead. Soldiers refreshed on weapons
handling and fired live on base ranges to complete their Individual Battle Task Standards.

For the 102nd anniversary of Remembrance Day, 58th Coy streamed a wreath-laying ceremony to commemorate
the fallen soldiers. All members including family were able to tune in from home. Despite the chaos of the pandemic, 58th Coy was determined to honour the fallen Canadians and Allies in a different but special way.
The All Ranks Christmas Dinner and Kids Christmas Party was celebrated as a virtual event. A gift card was sent to

each member’s home to purchase their meal and attend the virtual Christmas Dinner. With video chat all soldiers
had the opportunity to come together as a unit and build comradery. Kids didn’t miss out on Santa this year as
he made an appearance on Zoom to talk and spend time with the families.
Members of 58th Coy play an important role in the main efforts of The Royal Regiment of Canada. Working hard

behind the scenes making sure meals are accounted for, vehicles are prepared, weapons and kit maintained and
most of all adjusting to the new normal.

GRENADIER COMPANY
Warrant Officer Paul Cincinnato, CD
Acting Company Sergeant Major
The 2020/2021 training year has been an interesting one. As the rest of the world sits by
their TV watching the pandemic unfold, members of The Royal Regiment of Canada have

been highly resilient, adaptive and contributing members to their communities and country.
Grenadier Company (Gren Coy) members have been on deployments domestically and abroad while concurrently finding interesting and adaptive ways to continue with training.
A number of Gren Coy soldiers and leadership deployed to Op LASER and conducted operations in the Long Term
Care Facilities (LTCF). This was a highly-politicized operation which put our members directly in the spotlight.
They worked in high-risk environments with the potential of being contaminated and exposed to COVID-19 on a
www.rregtc-assoc.org

7

daily basis and did so with resiliency. They endured the isolation of the operation, whether that was in the cycle of
work and rest in the LTCF’s, or on standby at area bases or at home in isolation, waiting to
be called. It is likely one of the most unique missions of its kind in the last 100 or so years.

We have three officers currently on various deployments overseas. As many who have deployed on past missions know, regardless of the intensity or task, they are still making the
sacrifice to leave the comforts of home, seeing their loved ones and being in contact with
friends and family. Throw in COVID and now they are in isolation in another country with a
lot of unknowns in their future.
Gren Coy is also in the process of conducting a GAP course. The course is to fill the “gap” of
weapons systems that have been removed from certain courses, and is currently training on
the M203 (grenade launcher), 84mm (Carl Gustaf recoilless rifle), M72 (LAW - Light AntiTank Weapon), and Claymore mines. The GAP course ran a range at 4 CDTC Meaford in October which provided soldiers with live ammo for M203 and 84MM https://youtu.be/
U8Zl7yzj0dA . The Coy is currently in the planning process for another range (exercise) in Petawawa in March,
which will also be using live ammo including High Explosive (HE) M203, 84mm, M72 and
Claymores.
Another unique adaptation to this training year is the use of online training. Members
have conducted a number of Individual Battle Task Standards (IBTS) through online training. It is keeping soldiers engaged and connected. Some of the training has also included
professional development (PD) sessions which brings in a guest speaker to speak on their
experiences in the CAF. Our last speaker was a recently retired Special Forces member
who was once a member of Gren Coy.
Our unit Christmas Dinner was also done online. A gift card for Swiss Chalet was sent out
to every member of the unit. They were given a timing to be online and in uniform and
the Coy had a meal together. Surprisingly the number of attendees was high, morale was
high and soldiers were engaged.
We can’t forget about 2736 The Royal Regiment of Canada Cadet Corps. Gren Coy assisted our Cadets in hosting a
joint virtual training night with a guest speaker. The Royals Cadets hosted a successful virtual event which included
multiple Cadet Corps within the GTA. Cadet Sergeant Figueiredo was able to facilitate a guest speaker, co-ordinate
with other Cadet Corps and follow through on his mission to conduct online training and engage cadets. This type
of connection and development with our Cadets Corps is key in bringing in new talent to the unit, with leadership
potential.

The final highlight to the training year thus far was the recent additions to the Warrant Officers’ and Sergeants’
mess. We promoted seven new Sergeants from Grenadier Company to our mess and we are all waiting for COVID
to be done with so they can ring the bell!!!
Gren Coy has been extremely active and this article is literally a snippet of what our soldiers continue to do. Their
resilience and ability to adapt in a constantly-changing environment is a testament to their steadfast loyalty to The
Royal Regiment of Canada and country.
Ready Aye Ready!!!!

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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BGen (retd) Garry S Thomson, CD
Most regiments and units of the Canadian Army, Regular and Reserve, have a body called the Regimental Senate, or
in our case the Council, which performs the same functions. Basically the Council is, and has always been, an advisory body to the Commanding Officer and interested in all aspects of regimental life.
The Councils or Senates are not part of the official military structure and that is a good thing. A bit of history here is
probably appropriate, focused mainly on the Militia. Most of our regiments and units had their beginnings in the
1860’s and later decades. It’s also a fact, and maybe a surprise, that the Militia was the parent of the Regular Force,
not the reverse.
It is also true that throughout its existence, while basic uniforms, weapons, transport, armouries etc. were provided,
the Militia units were never fully-funded by the government for all aspects of the activities, dress uniforms, accommodation, equipment, messes and so on which really are considered necessary in the life of a regiment or unit. Fulfilling these extra needs and their substantial costs has always put an extra burden on Commanding Officers in particular.
Along the way, regiments and units developed the idea of Senates and Councils to assist and sometimes guide the
Commanding Officer in meeting these challenges. Senates and Councils typically comprise former Commanding
Officers and distinguished former officers of that unit, although depending on the unit, others such as prominent
local citizens and politicians might be invited to serve on the Senate or Council.
It was also an important factor for many decades, up until say the 1990’s, that Militia and Reserve units were expected to develop and have ready their own candidates for command succession. The military in fact required the
‘sign off’ of the Senate or Council of the recommendations for command appointments. This, along with appointments of Honoraries, was always considered the most important of all the Council’s roles and was taken very seriously by its members, and as you can imagine, also by the unit’s officers. These appointments are now totally within
the purview of the chain of command. Nevertheless, Council does try to be familiar with the unit’s officers and
NCOs, and is regularly briefed on unit training activities, developments within the Army, etc.
Council members can be, and usually are, mentors to new COs and for instance can provide invaluable advice to
someone transitioning from the Regular Force, regarding the many differences they will find in running a Reserve
unit. That has happened.
Council members are of course members of the community at large, and can be ‘talent scouts’ when they find
promising young prospects or indeed experienced soldiers who can be introduced to the unit.
The Senates and Councils have also always been very involved in all aspects of unit traditions, regulations for dress
and ceremonial uniforms, the writing and publishing of regimental histories, relations with Colonels-in-Chief, with
allied units, etc. They can be a great source of help in planning and carrying out major unit occasions such as centennials, troopings, and Royal visits, just to name a few.
The Royal Regiment of Canada Council was formed in 1947, as the regiment was returning from wartime service and
settling back into its place in the Militia structure. It is probable that there were earlier versions, but that can’t be
verified.
(Continued on page 10)
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LOOKING BACK

Thanks CWO (retd) John Clark

COUNCIL
(Continued from page 8)

The Council was revived and re-established in 1966, and has existed continually since then. Meetings
are usually held quarterly, or at least twice a year.
Of course very little of the deliberations or activity of the Council is ever publicized or known.
Meetings and discussions are quite confidential, by design. In the end it is the Commanding Officer
who is the face of the current Senate or Council which the regimental family sees and hears. This is as
it should be. But have no doubt that the Senates and Councils contribute actively behind the scenes
to regimental life and interests.

BGen (retd) Garry S Thomson, CD is a former Commanding Officer of The Royal Regiment of Canada.

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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Dieppe - Blue Beach - Every Man Remembered
Do you have photos of Royals who participated in the Dieppe Raid on August 19, 1942? Can you help us ensure they are remembered?
Dieppe - Blue Beach - Every Man Remembered, is a not-for-profit research
project that will honour the 554 soldiers from The Royal Regiment of Canada who participated in the Dieppe Raid. The goal of the project is to
locate a photo for each Royal, to find information in order to write a short
bio and finally to create a memorial book where each Royal is remembered. Since the project’s creation in 2015, 75% of the photos and
information have been located, and over 200 families of these soldiers
have been located
across the world.
Please help us to complete this monumental task by sharing photos and information, or by connecting us with families of these men, with hopes of locating photos and stories
to make sure every man is remembered.
Contributed by Ms. Jayne Poolton-Turvey

Project Manager, Jayne Poolton
-Turvey, is the proud daughter
of Jack Poolton,
Dieppe
Veteran and Prisoner of War.
Please contact her at dieppebluebeach@gmail.com or
check out the project website:
www.dieppebluebeach.ca
or
Facebook page: Dieppe Blue
Beach Every Man Remembered.
Thank you!

ASSOCIATION JOURNAL
We need you to read your ICH DIEN on-line! Not only will you save us a significant amount of money in
distribution costs, you may save a tree or two! We realize not everyone has access to the Internet. For
those in this situation, we will continue to ensure you receive a
paper copy of our Association Journal. Just let us know you still
need a hardcopy, by sending a letter to the Association at the address at the top of page 3 or ask a computer-capable friend to
email on your behalf to rregtc.association@gmail.com
For those who do have the ability to change, please help us and
make the leap!

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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Northern Royals
3045 RCACC - Arctic Bay - Nunavut
2Lt Adrian Dzioba CIC
Arctic Bay is a small hamlet community of under 1,000 people located at the top of Baffin Island. It is Canada’s
third most northern permanent community and its coordinates are 73° 2′ 11″ N, 85° 9′ 9″ W. The majority population is Inuit. It is here that we find 3045 Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps (RCACC), Canada’s most northern
cadet corps.
This army cadet corps was established in 1992 and has been going strong ever since. It is one of the last remaining Corps in Nunavut (the others are Iqaluit, Naujaat, Rankin Inlet, and Cambridge Bay). Cadet membership fluctuates between 20 to 30 cadets on parade every year. Current adult staff includes one CIC officer, one
Army Cadet League (ACL) Representative and one civilian volunteer. Parents and Guardians of cadets provide
assistance during certain events.
The Commanding Officer (CO) is 2Lt Adrian Dzioba. He assumed command in February 2017 from the previous
CO, Lieutenant (retd) Frank May. The Corps receives its orders, instructions, and core funding from Regional
Cadet Support Unit Northwest (RCSU NW), a lodger unit at 17 Wing Winnipeg, Manitoba. The Corps also receives various forms of support from the Army Cadet League, the Hamlet of Arctic Bay and Nunavut Eastern
Arctic Shipping (NEAS).
The 3045 RCACC is affiliated with The Royal Regiment of Canada and is proud to have its cadets wear the Regiment’s cap badge on parade. Our sister Corps is 2736 RCACC from Toronto, Ontario.

The Corps operates out of the
gym of Inuujaq School, parading on Wednesday nights, and
holding activities on Saturdays
and Sundays. The weekend
activities are marksmanship,
skiing, sports and drill. In total,
training and activities keep cadets busy eight hours a week.
The Corps staff does its best to
train the cadets according to
the approved curriculum, however there are lessons and sections with content that are not
applicable to our tundra area
of Canada. The most common sections that need to be altered are Navigation, Wilderness Survival, Weekend
Field Training Exercise (FTX) and Environment. Some lessons such as using a compass cannot be fully taught,
because they do not work in the high Arctic.
Running a Cadet Corps at the top of Baffin Island does present several challenges as well as opportunities. The
(Continued on pages 15 and 16)

www.rregtc-assoc.org

TIGER HUNT

13

Rick Towey
Editor’s Note: The 501st Heavy Panzer Battalion (German "schwere Panzerabteilung 501"; abbreviated
"s PzAbt 501") was a German (Wehrmacht, not Waffen SS) heavy Panzer Abteilung (an independent
battalion-sized unit) equipped with heavy tanks. The battalion was the second unit to receive and use
the Tiger I heavy tank, changing to Tiger IIs in mid-1944. The Buffs are perpetuated today by the Princess of Wales's Royal Regiment (Queen's and Royal Hampshires).

The Tiger tank was first deployed by the German Army in August 1942 in the East in Russia. What are the chances
that a Canadian would be first to defeat a Tiger tank in the West?
Tiger tanks first deployed on a Western front in December 1942 in North Africa. On January 31, 1943 a Canadian
infantry officer commanding a British company knocked out a Tiger.
This Canadian officer was one of 298 Canadian officers and senior NCOs who were on three-month rotations with
British units in order to gain combat experience. Amongst the very first batch of Canadians sent to British 1st Army
were three infantry captains who joined the 5th Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment) on 18th January 1943. One of them
was Captain G.M. MacLachlan, a member of The Royal Regiment of Canada. MacLachlan was assigned as second-in
-command of ‘A’ Company on January 19.

In mid-January 1943, Tiger tanks participated in a counter-offensive which left the Italians in control of most of the
passes in the Eastern Dorsals, in the French sector of the Allied front in Tunisia. American counterattacks put the
Italians under pressure. A German attack on January 31 was scheduled to relieve that pressure. However, the
British had been reinforced, while the Germans had not except for a slight increase in available Tigers.
The British 36th Brigade HQ now commanded a substantial brigade group. It advanced its positions until it was defending an unusually sharp bend in the highway.
The most forward unit was the 5th Buffs, its “A” Company closest to the tight bend in the highway, atop a small,
steep hill, about 300 metres across. On 29th January, ‘A’ Company reported that the enemy had occupied the high
ground a few hundred metres to its left front. On 30th January, after dusk, 48 shells from a heavy infantry gun or
mortar landed within the A Company’s area, killing one man.
The national archives in Ottawa contain a copy of a letter MacLachlan sent to a friend (addressed only as Peter)
with the Royals in Britain. His letter to Peter reveals that he first went on patrol on a night between 19th and 28th
January. By the latter date, he had “not shaved or had a wash for days and missed my shut-eye for four days
straight.” He was then in charge of the company’s carriers, machine-guns, two-pounder (40mm anti-tank) guns and
landmines. By January 31, he was commanding the entire company after its British commander was incapacitated.
Captain MacLachlan reported that “I commanded my company through a heavy attack by German tanks supported
by infantry, aircraft, and artillery.”

Copies of ALWAYS READY our regimental history, remain available for purchase. It
will make an excellent gift, ensuring the history of our Regiment continues to be shared.
$40.00 or $100.00 for a VIP Edition. Order a copy at www.theroyalregimentofcanada.org
or contact BGen (retd) Stafford at 705 435-4141.

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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The Germans attack January 31, 1943

Captain MacLachlan’s ‘A’ Company heard tank engines around 0600 hours January 31. Amazingly, the Germans
had been maneuvering their tanks in the dark for an hour already. Over the next 90 minutes, they would navigate
many crests, depressions, bridges, and culverts that could have sheltered the British defenders. Sunrise was at
0724 hours. A few minutes later, one of the other companies reported 13 tanks south of the highway. A dozen
Panzers must have turned to face the likely Allied positions, while German engineers dismounted their half-tracks
to clear the culvert and wadis.
Tiger 21
Tiger 21 (numbered for the commander of 2nd Company, 501st Heavy Tank Battalion) crossed the culvert, followed
by two Panzer IIIs. Tiger 21 came into view of A Company at a crest. The two nearest six-pounders (57mm anti-tank
guns) opened fire - the nearest was just 500 metres away. At the same time, a six-pounder opened fire on Tiger
21’s left side 1,000 metres away. In facing these different threats, Tiger 21 ended up with hits on both sides and
the front. No shots penetrated, until Tiger 21 was closer still. Likely it turned up the track to get between A Company and the higher hill that had been occupied by German troops a couple days earlier. Likely it made the turn after
the British guns seemed to be suppressed.
However, the commander of A Company’s four six-pounders was holding fire in the hope of a side shot. Twelve
minutes after he first sighted Tiger 21, his guns put two shots in the left side of Tiger 21. The German crew reported eight hits before they bailed out of the disabled tank; the two hits were the only impacts at perpendicular angle. The range was likely less than 400 metres. The war diary confirms the time as 0740 hours.
Captain MacLachlan’s after-action report has been long lost to history but the Director of the Historical Section at
Canadian Military HQ summarized it:
Captain MacLachlan gives a long and graphic description of the enemy tank attack on 31 January 1943 during
which the force which he commanded knocked out with a 6-pounder an enemy Mk.VI (“Tiger”) tank. Captain
MacLachlan’s company had an anti-tank troop under command. This Mk.VI was the first knocked out by any
British troops on any front.
(Continued on page 32)

A Tiger of s PzAbt 501 in Tunisia, North Africa, December 1942
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(Continued from page 12)

community’s internet service was upgraded to 4G in 2018, but the speed can still slow down to a trickle at certain
times. This becomes an issue when doing online administration.

Arctic Bay

Nunavut does not have a territorial highway network
or any roads connecting to Canada’s national highway system. This means the only way to get to the
community is either by plane or boat (you could
technically drive here from the south by skidoo during the winter/spring months but you would have to
pull a lot of gas on a sled and stop by several communities along the way to refuel).

Canadian North is the only airline that flies to Arctic
Bay. It’s a vital lifeline because they deliver food,
medical supplies, mail, and other supplies. Any clothing orders made from the Logistik website takes an average of
two weeks to arrive. Also, high airline ticket prices prevent RCSU officers and The Royal Regiment of Canada representatives from frequently visiting the corps.
Travelling outside the community for cadet activities (expeditions, competitions, summer camps, etc.) is by far the
biggest challenge, logistically, physically, and emotionally for cadets, parents, guardians, Corps staff and RCSU. It is
similar to travelling to another country. This is especially true for our Green & Red Star cadets. Many have not travelled to sprawling urban centres where English and/or French are the most spoken languages, and navigated the
large airports of Ottawa, Montreal and Toronto. Travelling alone to these places leads to culture shock, fear and
possible panic. Things only get amplified if flights are delayed or cancelled due to weather or mechanical issues.
Having an escort officer, and/or an officer meet the cadets at the major airports while in transit is/are highly desirable.
Past cadets and staff of 3045 have plenty of stories of having to stay an extra day or more down south or in a Nunavut community. When this happens, RCSU NW must scramble to find overnight accommodations, meals, and
adult supervision. For the cadets of Nunavut, you always need to be prepared for a sudden detour.
Despite these challenges, the out-of-community trips are one of the major enticements to join cadets. Those who
are chosen to represent the Corps are always excited to see another corner of Canada, make new friends and come
back with stories of their experiences. These first-hand accounts influence the other cadets to follow suit. Cadets
are selected on the three A’s: Attendance, Attitude and Ability. Out-of-community travel has been suspended since
March 2020 due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.
The corps organizes two field training exercises (FTXs) every year, one in September and one in May. These FTXs
give cadets the chance to apply the skills they learned at the Corps in the field. The September FTX is geared towards Green & Red Stars while the May FTX is open to all cadets. Local Canadian Rangers provide polar bear protection. The first FTX feels more like a southern FTX in that we camp near a road and have access to large vehicles in
the case of emergencies. The primary purpose of this hike is for the Green & Red Stars to complete a 7km hike.
The May FTX really sets 3045 apart from other army cadet corps.

www.rregtc-assoc.org

16

We travel to the camp site in a convoy of skidoos and sleds. The sleds are called qamutiks. Travel time ranges between two to eight hours, depending on the chosen camp site. The convoy stops along the way for tea and bathroom breaks. The Rangers lead and guard the convoy. They were armed with Lee-Enfield No. 4 .303 rifles, but now
carry new Colt C19 (licence-built Finnish SAKO T3) dual .308 Winchester/7.62 mm bolt action rifles. It is easy to see
for many kilometres in all directions because there are no trees to block your view. However, this makes judging
distances a challenge. What you think is only a few kilometres away is actually two to three times further away.
The activities and lessons are divided into two parts, cadet program and Inuit knowledge. The cadet program are
the lessons found in the Navigation, Wilderness Survival, Weekend FTX, and Environment sections. The Inuit
knowledge activities and lessons are seal hunting, fishing, survival and recognizing the different types of ice.
The Rangers take the cadets seal hunting and if seals are caught, they demonstrate the proper harvesting techniques. The meat is a treat because the bulk of the food provided is Meals Ready to Eat (MREs). The same can be
said for Arctic char, the primary fish found in the area. Fishing requires the use of ice augers to drill through the
thick ice. The holes can be up to nine feet deep.
The May FTX is the perfect way to end the regular training year. The regular training year concludes on the first
week of June. School also concludes at
this time, enabling the cadets to enjoy
May 2019 FTX
many free days before they head to summer camp in July. Cadets who go to summer camps must be prepared to miss the
first few days of school because the school
year begins during the second week of
August.
The arrival and spread of COVID-19 was
not welcomed by cadets and staff. The
pandemic led to the closure of school and
cancellation of all in-person training in
March of 2020. This was followed by the cancellation of many out-of-town cadet activities and summer camps.
Schools were reopened in August. The corps briefly reopened in October and then was shut down again in January
of 2021. The corps resumed in-person training on February 3. Nunavut was able to avoid the pandemic until November 2020. Thankfully, the illness has not arrived in Arctic Bay and everyone in the community is hoping that will
be the case until the end of the pandemic.
Despite these setbacks, the cadets and staff of 3045 remain in good spirits, are enjoying what the cadet program
has to offer and are waiting to receive their vaccinations.

2Lt Dzioba moved to Arctic Bay in January 2013 to continue his career as a high school teacher. He is originally from
Canada’s capital, Ottawa.
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UNIT OPERATIONS AND TRAINING
Master Corporal C. White

Operations Non Commissioned Officer
Operations and Training (Ops & Trg) prepared to start the 2020/2021 training year unlike any other year before.
At Fort York Armoury, the Ops & Trg cell consists of a few officers and non-commissioned members coordinating

efforts and mitigating measures to carry on unit activities as usual.
COVID-19 poses new challenges, limitations, and threats that heavily impact the effectiveness of training. Detailed reports and returns required by 32 CBG Comd, along with minor adjustments to logistical components of
unit activities, not only approved training but emphasized Individual Battle Task Standards and training objectives

to be achieved, whether virtually or physically for members. Despite all the challenges Ops & Trg was able to
adapt and overcome, staying diligent and maintaining proper sanitation protocols to minimize the spread of the
virus.
Ops & Trg is responsible for the planning, coordination, and execution of all unit exercises or courses throughout

the fiscal year. Ensuring resources such as rations, accommodations, transport, booking ranges, ammunition,
weapons or training aids are available as required by sub-units to effectively complete training. Ops & Trg is the
link between units within brigade and division formations, communicating through their respective chain of command via what is known as the operations net. Through this net, members are nominated for career courses,

posted on various tasks, or deployed on operations when these opportunities arise.
As the training year continues, Ops & Trg is planning several months ahead to secure optimal resources in a timely manner for future training activities. With efforts focused on building internal capacity for unit courses such as
basic communications, first aid, driver wheeled and infantry supplemental training. Giving all members opportu-

nities to pursue and contribute to their peers’ professional developments.
Members within Ops & Trg played a pivotal role in the main efforts of The Royal Regiment of Canada. Along with
the rest of 58th Coy, Ops & Trg worked hard behind the scenes to ensure all other provisions are prepared for
tasks in our new operational environment.

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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Veterans Affairs Canada
For current or former members of the Canadian Armed Forces or a family member - targeted services and bene-

fits to improve your well-being are available.
Visit: https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng

Mental Health resources for serving Canadian Armed Forces members and their families
This site provides direct links to various resources available to CAF members and their families.
Visit: https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/services/benefits-military/health-support/mental
-health/programs-and-services.html

Canadian Armed Forces Transition Group
Are you a serving member looking to transition to civilian life? Visit the link below to find resources to help make

your transition easier.
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/corporate/reports-publications/transition-guide.html

Library and Archives Canada
Are you looking for copies of service records for yourself or someone else for research and historical purposes? Visit the link below to find out how you can get a copy of these records.
Link: https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/Pages/military-heritage.aspx

Royal Canadian Legion
The Royal Canadian Legion is committed to making a difference in the lives of Veterans and their families, provid-

ing essential services in communities, and remembering the men and women who sacrificed for our country. Visit
the link below for more details.
Link: https://legion.ca/

CFOne – Rewards * Discounts * Services
The CFOne Card offers rewards, discounts and services to all members of the Canadian Armed Forces Community.
It is the one card you need to access programs and services delivered by Canadian Forces Morale and Welfare

Services. Loyalty program (points) at Canex (online and CFB Borden, 8 Wing Trenton etc.).
Link: https://www.cafconnection.ca/National/Programs-Services/CFOne.aspx
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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Royals,
Since I last provided an update for ICH DIEN much has happened, yet we find ourselves back
in the same position as we were at the time of the last issue. Like most of Ontario, the Regiment has been affected by the second “stay at home order”. As with the last period of
forced stand down, the Battalion has transitioned back to online training. However, as with
my last update, we are again preparing to return to “limited” in-person training. With hope,
by the time this issue is published, we will have returned to Fort York Armoury.

I say “limited” in-person training because we continue to maximize online platforms to deliver theory training

and knowledge lessons in a safely disbursed manner. Soldiers will only congregate for training that has a mandatory physical component. This includes weapons and tactical training – which we continue to complete, within
restrictions.

But not to dwell on the repetition of our current status, let me inform you on the things that the Battalion has
been up to since my last update.

In September/October we promoted one warrant officer and nine sergeants. General Stafford remarked during
the parade where I had the honour to promote eight of the sergeants, that it was the most sergeants he had witnessed being promoted at one time in his 40 years of service. We have also added to the officer rank, the most
significant being the recent commissioning of the former regimental sergeant-major, Captain Vishnu Persaud.

In November, the Battalion marked Remembrance Day in a scaled back and virtual manner. While we were not
able to gather together in large numbers, we still marked the occasion and remembered our fallen in an appropriate manner. Different command teams laid wreaths at significant regimental monuments throughout Toronto;

the Regimental Sergeant-Major and I, along with General Stafford and Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel Meighen,
laid wreaths on behalf of the Regiment at the Cathedral Church of St. James’ cenotaph. Additionally, members of
the Battalion were selected to recite important portions of a Remembrance Day ceremony, including the act of
remembrance and reading of names from the Book of Remembrance. Finally, soldiers of the Battalion participated in a flag planting at Centennial Park to mark the Torontonians killed in the Second World War. As with our virtual Sorrel Day, the Battalion produced a video of all these events. If you have not yet reviewed, the video is
available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwVfTEXvGL8.

Continuing the trend of virtual “firsts”, the Battalion hosted the annual Soldiers’ Christmas Dinner over Zoom.
The event was very well attended, so much so that Warrant Officer Hirji had to scramble to upgrade the Zoom
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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ACTING CO’s MESSAGE continued
account to be able to host all attendees. The event began with the traditional formalities – including the promotion
of Captain Zac Jomphe from the safety of his home, with assistance from his girlfriend Bronwyn – in a large

“meeting” for all participants. After the toasts, everyone broke and joined sub-subunit breakout rooms where they
were able to socialise with their section and platoon mates.

As the year came to a close, the Battalion was named as the lead unit within 32 Canadian Brigade Group for support
to the Government’s operation to deliver the new COVID-19 vaccines to our fellow Canadians. As their mission is
nebulous, these soldiers need to remain agile and can expect to play a crucial role in keeping Canadians safe; a task
any soldier can be proud to undertake. The Brigade’s company minus is commanded by our Adjutant, Captain
Shawn Wardell, with Master Warrant Officer Mariangeles Najlis acting as the sergeant-major. Additionally, the
frontline platoon is commanded by Lieutenant Leonardelli, who will no doubt draw on his experience on Operation
LASER while he leads the platoon in this critical task.

In late January/early February, we deployed four officers – Major (Acting While So Employed) Dave Shaw and Captains Curran Egan, Zac Jomphe and Mateo Moreno – to the Middle East in support of Operation IMPACT. These
officers are individual augmentees to the Regular Force, serving in various positions from headquarters staff officers
to training indigenous forces. For most of these young men, it will be there first expeditionary operation. Nonetheless, I have every confidence that they will do the Regiment proud. These officers replace our next commanding
officer, Major Peter Martinis, who has recently returned from his deployment on Operation IMPACT.

I would also like to take a moment to highlight two individual success stories. Captain Mateo Moreno was named

the top junior officer in 32 Canadian Brigade Group. This is a great accomplishment, especially considering the number and diversity of the Brigade’s junior officers. Additionally, Sergeant Kashif Dar was awarded the 32 Canadian Brigade Group Command Team Commendation for his efforts during Operation LASER.

Notwithstanding the work we have done to try to maintain some of the key highlights and required training, things
remain anything but normal. With this in mind, contact is vital; we cannot allow our soldiers, veterans or members
of the wider regimental family to feel isolated. At every opportunity, I remind the members of the Battalion of this
fact; it is crucial that they are keeping in contact with each other and where they think something may be off, do

what they can to support their friends. The same is true for the Association. Whether with serving soldiers, veterans
or other Association members, make sure you are maintaining contact – both for their well-being and your own.

Finally, to end on a high note – we are slowly returning to normal. Soon the Battalion will return to in-person training. I imagine that I speak for most when I say I am looking forward to soldiering again. COVID-19 will also not stop
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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ACTING CO’s MESSAGE continued
the continued writing of the Regiment’s history. In the coming months, there will be a change of command, with

Lieutenant-Colonel Nonato handing over command of the Battalion to (soon to be) Lieutenant-Colonel Martinis. As
this is the last time I will address this audience as the acting commanding officer, I would like to thank LieutenantColonel Nonato for his leadership during his tenure of command, in addition to the remainder of his 15+ years with
the Regiment. I would also like to wish Major Martinis luck over the next three years – the Battalion is in good
hands.

Ich Dien

A.F.M. West
Major
Acting Commanding Officer

The Royal Regiment of Canada

A ROYAL JOINS THE CORPS
Editor’s Note: ICH DIEN recently had the pleasure of speaking by phone with Mr. Lawrence Nicoll, a former serving member of the Regiment, from his home in Parrsboro, Nova Scotia. Always on the hunt for interesting stories from your service, your Association is also very
much interested in reconnecting with former Royals. Thanks to Al Thomas for making an introduction. What follows is a bit of story about
Lawrence’s time in the Royals, and later, in the United States Marine Corps.

As a young man living in Lakeview (today a neighborhood in Mississauga, just east of Port Credit) in the early ‘60s,
Lawrence Nicoll wanted to do something important. At the mercy (in a good way) of his friend Harold Knox (who
later joined the RCAF) who was already serving with The Royal Regiment of Canada, and who had a car, Lawrence
was presented to the Royal’s recruiting NCO at the Armoury, to have a go.
Lawrence served in the Royals from 1961 to 1965 “the bush dress era”. Highlights that he remembers included
summer camps at Ipperwash, a trip to Batoche, practicing for Trooping of the Colour in 1962 and being part of the
Royals Eagles skydiving club. The trip to Batoche followed the route the 10th Royal Grenadiers took, leading up to
the battle. Lawrence recalls practicing to fall gracefully from the heat, at rehearsals leading up to presentation of
the new Colours and the Trooping. Skydiving was practiced all winter-long in the Armoury in that time, under the
steely eye of master skydiver “Mack”. Lawrence recalls “we didn’t have the fancy ‘chutes you have today.” Learning to drive too while serving in Support Company was perhaps a unique possibility for a soldier during that time in
the militia. And “guerilla group” exercises, acting in the role of guerillas for the rest of the unit.

Lawrence decided that applying for the United States Marine Corps was what he needed to do next in life and
hopped on a bus to Buffalo in 1965 and did exactly that. A phone call that followed said to come on down, and led
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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to training at Parris Island and posting to Camp Lejeune.
Looking for something interesting to do then, Lawrence volunteered to be a trainer for dogs and their handlers
which were going to go to Viet Nam to serve with the Marines there. This training was done at Fort Benning
where he did this for 12 months. German Shepherds and Huskies were two popular breeds selected for this work.
The Vietnam War was the largest deployment of military working dogs in United States military history. Estimates
suggest nearly 5,000 canines were deployed across all four branches of the US military. The Vietnam War saw an
advancement in training techniques and increased effectiveness in canine detection, scouting, sentry, and tracking capabilities.
The jungles of Vietnam created a challenging scenario for US Marines. The enemy often had an advantage because of superior knowledge of the terrain and the element of surprise. Dogs turned out to be a number one tool
to help American soldiers get the upper hand, though. Lawrence remembers too “we trained the handlers to
judge from the reactions of the dog, the likely number and position of the enemy force ahead of them.” Their superior senses of smell and hearing made canines absolutely vital in sentry and tracking duties.
During patrols, canine handler teams were often assigned to walk point, out in front of the rest of their unit.
These canine teams scouted the jungle for Vietcong ambushes, and were often able to alert the rest of the unit of
enemies before they fell into the trap set for them out in the jungle. From there, the unit could call in an airstrike
on the enemy position.
Enemy ambushes weren’t the only thing canines were looking out for in Vietnam. The jungle was also littered
with booby traps and explosives set by the Vietcong. Countless soldiers were wounded by these traps while out
on patrol. Many traps were set with a tripwire, which was almost impossible to see with the human eye. However, dogs trained to detect the smell of explosives attached to the tripwire were able to alert their handler so the
explosive could be disarmed before it hurt anyone. These canines also were used when conducting sweeps of villages to find enemy ammunition stockpiles. Semper Fi.

Lawrence
Nicoll

ROYALS EAGLES Skydiving
Club - early 60s
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CO LCol Frost During
Batoche Trip

R Regt C Support Coy At Fort York - circa 1960-1963

Lawrence Nicoll Training USMC Scout Dogs
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS or EMAIL & COMMENTS When you move, please send us your new street address, phone numbers and email address, by email to rregtc.association@gmail.com
Keep the Association up to date about how you are doing and we will continue to inform you about your
Regiment. The Editor requests your comments and corrections concerning the articles and content of
your ICH DIEN. We apologize for any errors in the spelling of names etc. We welcome any ideas or suggestions on how to improve your Journal.
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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10th ROYAL GRENADIERS & THE BOER WAR
“we’re soldiers of the Queen my lads”
When British politicians stumbled into the Boer War,
they only had 22,000 troops, less than half of whom
were regulars, dressed in ‘parade scarlet’ or ‘dress

blues’; khaki had not yet been issued in South Africa.
They had ancient single-load Lee-Enfields, only 60
artillery pieces, very few Maxim machine guns and
not enough horses. Her munition factories were in a
stand-down posture or closed and they weren’t producing maps. The Boers had more than 50,000 accomplished mounted riflemen abundantly-equipped

with the latest war equipment. Britain immediately
asked Australia, Canada and New Zealand for assistance; 25,000 from these three countries eventually
served.
The Canadian Government promptly provided a composite volunteer infantry battalion, recruited from 82 militia
regiments across Canada into eight companies – four from Ontario, two from Québec and one each from the
prairies and the Maritimes. Col W.D. Otter, a Toronto militia staff officer previously of Queen’s Own – Cut Knife

Creek fame, was appointed Commanding Officer of this Battalion, named 2nd (Special Service) Battalion, Royal
Canadian Regiment of Infantry – briefly 2 RCRI. Second-in-command was LCol L. Buchan, who had served as a
Queen’s Own staff officer with General Middleton in 1885. The Royal Canadian Regiment provided six of the other 49 officers who eventually served with the Battalion in South Africa; the sergeant major (RSM), seven of the
eight colour sergeants (CSMs) and most of the headquarters personnel.
The first Canadian contingent sailed on 30 October 1899 aboard the SS Sardinian from Québec City, with 1,155 all
ranks aboard – including 22 nurses, some press and two stowaways. The Sardinian was a slow ship of only 4,000

tons, overcrowded and poorly fitted, with accommodation on rough wooden bunks in areas previously occupied
by cattle. It is a wonder that only one died as it ploughed through heavy tropical seas. The Special Service Battalion fought in many battles from Cape Colony to Transvaal – the principal ones being Paardeberg, Driefontein and
Johannesburg. Thirteen Canadian infantry regiments carry the Battle Honour ‘South Africa 1899-1900’ for their
service, and the RCRs celebrate Paardeberg annually. Additionally, Canada sent three artillery batteries, three
www.rregtc-assoc.org

26

cavalry regiments, one field hospital and a postal unit, all of whom saw action. Nine cavalry regiments carry the
Battle Honour ‘South Africa (1899 - 1900 - 1901)’.

The 10th Royal Grenadiers had four officers, two sergeants and 22 junior ranks serve with 2 RCRI, plus two other
ranks with 1st Bn Canadian Mounted Rifles and one with C Battery RCA. The 10th Royal Grenadiers also had one
officer and nine other ranks serve in the South African Constabulary, which was organized to maintain the peace.
The 6th Bn CMR which arrived after the war was over, had one officer and 25 other ranks from the 10th Royal
Grenadiers. Our Regiment suffered one killed in action – 7371 Pte. W.T. Manion, one died of enteric (typhoid) fever – Maj. A.J. Boyd, and four wounded.
Four Canadian cavalrymen were awarded the Victoria Cross. Of the 8,000 men mobilized in Canada, 3,802 saw

active service against the Boers. Canada suffered 75 killed in action or died from wounds, and 80 died of enteric
fever, plus 236 wounded. This was a war like most wars, started by egotistical politicians from both sides, knowing
nothing of history and ‘hell-bent’ to repeat all of its past mistakes. Politicians, who systematically ravaged and neglected their regular and territorial armies to near extinction and then, from both sides, ostracized their generals
and their men, after the war was over.
The late Major W. R. Bennett CD
Regimental Historian

Editor’s Note...
Every effort is made in reproducing Bob Bennett’s vignettes to maintain his writing style, storyline and originality. Only minor editing is being done to
migrate text from the original typescript.

Royals’ graphic licence plate
For those of you operating a motor vehicle in Ontario,
licence plates with a graphic of the primary cap badge
are available (see at right).

Info can be found at: https://www.ontario.ca/page/
choose-licence-plate-graphic or go to a ServiceOntario
centre.
Sale of each Royals plate generates a royalty for the
Regiment so sales of these plates directly support the
serving members.
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GALLERY
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VULCAN 607

The dramatic account of
the last British bomber raid — the long-range attack on
Stanley airfield that opened the Falklands War.
Before dawn on May 1st, 1982, a lone RAF Vulcan B2
bomber made its way towards the runway at Port Stanley
airport. It was aiming to strike the first blow of Britain’s
campaign to retake the Falklands. The flight was the culmination of a huge military effort and was the longest-range attack in aviation history. It was also the last
time that the RAF flew heavy bombers into combat, before the old techniques
and equipment were replaced with the digital, fly-by-wire, precision-guided weaponry of modern warfare.
When war broke out, the Vulcan was already facing retirement. The aircraft had to be completely overhauled, and the story of how a seemingly endless list of problems and unexpected difficulties was overcome is a story of true British ingenuity.

A SOLDIER FIRST Canada's most popular military leader since
the Second World War tells his own story about our soldiers at war.
In the summer of 2008, General Rick Hillier resigned his command as Chief of the
Defence Staff of the Canadian Armed Forces. You could almost hear the sigh of
relief in Ottawa as Canada's most popular, and most controversial, leader since
the Second World War left a role in which he'd been as frank-speaking, as unpredictable, and as resolutely apolitical as any military leader this country has ever
seen. Not a new book, ICYMI have a read…

SIGNIFICANT INCIDENT

In Significant Incident, David Bercuson gives readers a rare inside look at the state of the Canadian Armed
Forces at the time. He draws on historical sources, leaked documents, material
submitted to the Commission of Inquiry into the Somalia Affair, and on scores of
exclusive interviews. He uses this material to describe the army, both on duty in
Bosnia, for example, and on the home front. It is against this multifaceted background that the deterioration of a proud regiment, the Canadian Airborne, and its
ill-fated mission to Somalia begins to make sense.

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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...how many Canadian VC recipients there are?
The Victoria Cross (VC) is the highest award of the United Kingdom’s and Commonwealth honours system. After exhaustive research, the Royal Canadian Legion determined that 98 Canadians have been awarded the UK VC. The research involved included defining what is a Canadian award. Colin Fraser Barron VC earned the VC while
serving with 3rd Battalion (Toronto Regiment), CEF in WW I, and served with The Royal
Regiment of Canada in WW II. Harry Garnet Bedford Miner VC and George Kerr VC
also served in units perpetuated by The Royal Regiment of Canada.
A distinct Canadian Victoria Cross (VC; French: Croix de Victoria) was created in 1993, as the highest
award within the Canadian honours system. It has not been awarded to anyone since its introduction.

Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder App
The son of an Iraq War veteran designed an app to stop his dad's PTSD nightmares
https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/13/us/son-father-ptsd-nightware-app-nightmares-trnd/index.html

Magistrate’s Court & Roy Jacques
The Canadian TV series “Magistrate’s Court” featured former Royal Roy Jacques as Judge
Jacques, presiding over a courtroom in which a group of fellow actors ad-libbed cases of
which they had been given the main details, but no written dialogue. These 'actors' were
usually members of the public, who were cast instead of professional actors to give their
problems a greater air of authenticity. The series ran from 1963 to 1970. Roy was born in
Banff, AB, March 13, 1916 and left there shortly after when his British Army father was
posted to Chitral, Vale of Kashmir, Pakistan. Roy was sent at 12 years of age to the U.K.
where he took his schooling at Rugby School for Boys. He then turned to journalism as a
Fleet Street journalist and one year later enlisted in his Father's British regiment, the
King's Dragoon Guards, and later transferred to the Canadian Army for the ill-fated expedition to Norway in 1940.
On August 19, 1942, with The Royal Regiment of Canada, he was captured at the Dieppe raid, spending three years
as a POW in Bavaria at Hohenfels, Belsen and Stargard. Roy Jacques passed away on August 22, 2009 in Delta, BC.

Hollywood North
An Assistant Director of the TV series The Good Doctor is a former Royal - Cpl Tim Whyte. Tim was born
in Toronto, Ontario. He moved to Vancouver, BC in
2008 where he studied Film Production and began
working in Film & Television. He is an assistant director, director, producer and owner/operator of Red Sky Productions. He is also known for Misfits (2017, Status Update (2017) and
www.rregtc-assoc.org
Timeless (2016).
Thanks Captain Vishnu Persaud

LAST POST
Captain (retd) John Wilfrid Gamble CLARKE 1940 - 2020 John passed away November 27,
2020 at Sun Parlor Nursing Home, Leamington, Ontario with his wife Martha (38 years) beside
him. Predeceased by parents Wilfred Francis Clarke and Myrtle Selena Clarke and brother
Denis Clarke. John was loved and admired by children Philip (David Toms) of Toronto, Alison
Katkov (Steve) of Milton, stepsons Joseph A. Lacy (Jessica) and Thomas Lacy, both of Cumming, Georgia, grandchildren Brayden Lacy, Julia Ware (Taylor), Thomas Lacy (Nicole), Savannah Lacy, Eva Mae Lacy, Abigail Lacy and Jessica Allan and great grandchildren Luke and Joshua Ware and Zachary Lacy. John’s military life was important to him. He served as Commanding Officer of three individual Cadet Corps for over 17 years and was a President of The Royal
Regiment of Canada Association, all after retiring as a Captain in The Royal Regiment of Canada.
Colonel (retd) Robert Gordon DOUGLAS, CD 1930 - 2021 Robert (Bob) Douglas passed
away peacefully on February 26, 2021. Bob married Anne (nee Booth) in 1957, and had 61
beautiful and loving years together until her passing in 2019. Bob is survived by his three
children Cameron (Debra Meilleur), Katherine, Robert Gray (Ellen O'Doherty); grandchildren, Jessica (Richard Cunha), Kasandra (Daniel Ellsmere), and Jillian, as well as four greatgrandchildren, Anthony, Caleb, Cole and Franklin. Bob grew up during the Depression Years
on Brookdale Avenue in North Toronto. Both loving parents, Robert Trobe Douglas and Dorothy May Worrall, were immigrants from the UK. Bob was predeceased by his older brother
Edward (Deanna) of Prince Edward County and a younger sister Isabel, and is survived by his
sister Dorothy (Ken Wright) of California.
Bob's interest in the military started early, and he served as the CO of the Cadet Corps at
Lawrence Park Collegiate in Toronto, and as a Master Cadet was chosen to attend the first
Special Cadet Camp in Banff, Alberta. This led to his joining the reserves as a Sapper in the
2nd Field Engineer Regiment in Toronto, where he rose to the rank of Sergeant. Bob then
joined The Royal Regiment of Canada and completed a six-month course at Camp Borden,
qualifying as a Lieutenant. Bob then headed off to join the British Army on a special twoyear contract. He travelled directly from Canada to Hong Kong to join The King's Regiment
(Liverpool) at the Bamboo Curtain in the New Territories. After completing a Selection
Course in the Brecon Beacons in Wales, and a Parachute Course in Changi, Singapore, he
joined the Special Air Service (SAS) HQ in Kuala Lumpur, Malaya. The SAS were involved in
deep jungle patrols against communist insurgents. On returning to Canada, Bob rejoined
The Royal Regiment of Canada, and after various regimental postings rose to the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel to command the Regiment.
Colonel Douglas also had the privilege of serving as both the Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel
and Honorary Colonel of The Royal Regiment of Canada, as Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel of
the Toronto Scottish Regiment, and as Honorary Colonel of the Grey and Simcoe Foresters.
He was a founder of The Royal Regiment of Canada Foundation. His final assignment with
the military was Chairman, Executive Committee of The Council of Honorary Colonels of the
Canadian Army, reporting to The Army Commander.
Colonel Douglas contributed to the welfare of the Veterans at Sunnybrook Veterans Centre.
He served on the Veterans Advisory Committee of the Sunnybrook Hospital Board where he
was responsible for many projects that were a great support and comfort to the Veterans.
He also believed in the importance of this Journal and provided financial support for its development and distribution.
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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LAST POST

Harold GELINAS 1921 - 2020 Passed away peacefully at the HDGH Emara Centre in Windsor, Ontario on Thursday, October 15, 2020. Loving husband of Thelma and the late Kathryn
(1980). Father of Barbara Miller, the late Karen Petryshyn (1980), the late Ken Gelinas
(2011) and the late Bryan Gelinas (1959). Father-in-law of Bill Petryshyn and Bernadette Gelinas. Grandpa to Bryan, Brent (2019) Christopher, Robbie, Robyn, Susan and greatgrandfather of five. Harold served with The Essex and Kent Scottish Regiment and transferred to The Royal Regiment of Canada during WWII.

Lieutenant-Colonel (retd) Timothy ORANGE, CD 1956 - 2021 Passed away on February 13,
2021. He leaves to mourn, his wife Rosemary and the two daughters he adored, Alexis and Brianna. LCol Orange was predeceased by his parents Thomas and Joycelyn (née Urquhart). Tim
has now joined them and will enjoy their company at their place of rest. Sister Virginia, brother
Tom and partner Rose Austin, sisters Cynthia and brother-in-law Joseph Fardell, sister Maryanne and brother-in-law Gary Ross, know his stories will never rest until heaven‘s end. Tim
was a proud and devoted soldier in the Canadian Army during his 42-year career. Tim served
with The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada, 2 PPCLI, 3 Cdo The Canadian Airborne
Regiment, The Royal Regiment of Canada, The Lorne Scots (as their commanding officer) and
finished his career with The Royal Canadian Regiment. PRO PATRIA

MCpl (retd) Derek Abdullah Nasir (Anthony) SALICK 1960 - 2020 Passed away on November 24, 2020. Derek's generosity and selflessness were well-known in the community. He
founded a non-profit organization, MWO international, in his desire to make the world a
better place by giving young women from varying backgrounds a place to meet, thrive and
compete through sports. Derek served as an infantry soldier with The Royal Regiment of
Canada and The Royal Canadian Regiment from 1982 to 2002. PRO PATRIA

Joseph SEGUIN 1926 - 2020 Passed away peacefully on Saturday, October 24, 2020 at Soldiers'
Memorial Hospital in Orillia, Ontario. Beloved husband of Joyce Seguin of Orillia. Predeceased
by his parents Alfred Harry and Elsie Seguin and his sister Francis (Robert “Bud”) Fitzpatrick.
Cherishing his memory his family who miss him dearly: his children, Paul Seguin, (Julia Seguin)
and Michael Seguin (grandchildren Mikey and Brittany) all of Calgary. He leaves behind his sisters Patricia Downie (Campbell) of Toronto and Marie Foley (Andrew) of Boston. Joseph joined
the Canadian Forces in April 1944 and served until January 1967. Joseph served as an officer
with The Royal Regiment of Canada and was a founder of The Royal Regiment of Canada Foundation.

AT THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN AND IN THE MORNING. WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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Tiger 21 was towed back behind the crest after nightfall, beyond hope of British capture. Indeed, it would be returned to service, having suffered no internal damage beyond the radio. Tiger 21 received 18 further hits after its
crew departed, according to sketches by German mechanics.
Captain MacLachlan left ‘A’ Company on 22nd February for attachment to the Buffs’ carrier platoon. From there he
was given some staff experience at Buffs’ HQ, before rotating to a different British unit. He started his return to
The Royal Regiment of Canada on 16th March. In 1947, he became the Commanding Officer of the Regiment.
Before the end of the campaign, 298 Canadian officers and NCOs were temporarily assigned to the British 1st Army. Twenty-five of the Canadians became casualties.
Retired Captain Rick Towey is the Curator of The Museum of The Royal Regiment of Canada and a Director of The Royal
Regiment of Canada Association. Rick can be contacted re Museum matters and donations at his coordinates on page three.

CANADIAN ARMY NEWS

NEW SEMI-AUTOMATIC PISTOL

A project to purchase pistols to replace Canada’s Second World War-era automatics may once again be underway.

The active project has been stalled since 2011 after small arms manufacturers rejected the federal government’s
procurement requirement that the handguns be built at Colt Canada in Kitchener. The potential bidders also
pulled back because of the tender requirement that they would have had to turn over their proprietary information to Colt, a competitor.
Colt Canada is the CAF “Small Arms Strategic Source and Centre of Excellence” and has been selected under the
Munitions Supply Program to provide most of the Army’s small arms in recent years, including the C6AI FLEX general purpose machine gun and Canadian Ranger C-19 .308 rifle (based on SAKO’S T3 rifle).
The federal government now has no choice but to drop those requirements and have an open competition. A Solicitation may now be issued by the end of March 2021 with 8,000 handguns to be purchased, options for 16,500,
mainly intended for the Canadian Army. DND says they hope to have a contract in place by the fall of 2021, with
initial deliveries by the summer of 2022.
The replacement? Some readers of ICH DIEN own or will have used the Glock 17. A good piece of kit and able to
have modern attachments fitted on a rail system.. The British Armed Forces just re-equipped with the Glock 17
Gen 4 to replace their WWII Brownings (at right). Also much
lighter and has a 17-round mag, instead of the 13 rounds for
the Browning. Might be the difference when nothing else is
left and your pistol is the only thing separating you from a
bad ending.
What will happen with the obsolete Browning Hi-Powers?
Most likely a handful will be donated to museums, while the
rest will be scrapped. They’re ancient, and possibly a liability
concern if they were sold for further use.
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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Alex Ferworn et al

The facts concerning the raid on Dieppe, France conducted on August 19, 1942 are both known by many in The
Royal Regiment of Canada family and are undeniably grim. Operation Jubilee was the first Canadian Army engagement in the European theatre in WWII, and resulted in a military disaster with more than 900 Canadian soldiers
killed, and thousands more wounded and taken prisoner. The Royals suffered the most. Of the 556 Royals that
landed on “Blue Beach” at Puys, 200 were killed in action and another 264 captured to suffer as prisoners of war.
The families of these soldiers continue to suffer. The “Dieppe-Blue Beach-Every Man Remembered” project, lead
by Jayne Poolton-Turvey, intends to honour every soldier from The Royals who landed at Dieppe. The project
states the “goal of the project is to create a memorial book for including a photo and a story for each soldier.” This
is both a laudable goal and a monumental task.
In various discussions held over the past year at our Association meetings, with the assistance of Rick Towey, the
curator of our Museum, discussions with Jayne and at our “Royals Breakfast Group”, an idea has formed. It should
be possible to support the Blue Beach project, provide a useful tool for our Museum and potentially help the families of those that sacrificed so much.
Given the ubiquity of computing and sensing technologies, it is possible to create digital 3D historically-accurate
models. The availability of powerful game engines can make these models interactive and accessible, even on cell
phones. The goal of the “Interactive Blue Beach” project is to digitally recreate Blue Beach as it was on August 19,
1942 and make it available to everyone.
To achieve this goal, a significant data gathering effort will be undertaken. Our plan involves a collaboration between the Southern Alberta Institute of Technology to conduct drone flights over Blue Beach (to collect the 3D data we will need to form our model) and archaeologists at the University of Calgary who plan to do the detailed
work necessary around specific buildings and other structures. The modeling, game construction and user interface
design will be undertaken by students in Ryerson University’s graduate programs in Computer Science and Digital
Media.
Conceptually, it should be possible to “visit” the interactive Blue Beach and move through it to points of interest
where it will be possible to leave digital copies of memorabilia, artifacts or messages for others to see, listen to and
experience. Since the model will be accurate to the existing ground as it is today, a visitor to Puys could access the
interactive Blue Beach on their cell phone and use their camera to create augmented reality scenes with digital artifacts overlaid onto the view of Puys on their screen.
Rick Towey, Peter Boyle and I meet regularly and are going through the initial stages of applying for a research
grant with the assistance of the Faculty of Science at Ryerson. One of my graduate students, Albert Yuou Liu, has
constructed a simple prototype of Blue Beach in Minecraft and will be creating a short, demonstration video shortly. I hope to have more to report as our plans progress. Additional thanks go to John Clarke, Al Joyce, Al Thomas,
Len Janke and Tom Foulds for contributing ideas. More are welcome.
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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Cliffs at Puys (Dieppe)

Interactive Blue Beach Project
Images from Blue Beach in Minecraft (work in progress)

VETERAN’S WELFARE
We will be grateful to hear of serving or former members of the Regiment who are ill,
injured, in hospital or recently moved to a care facility or other seniors’ residence. We
may wish to provide moral or some other support. Please also let the Association
know if you hear of the passing of a former Royal. We just may not know otherwise.
Please call or e-mail an Association Officer or Director listed at the front of the Journal if
you hear about a Royal who might need some help.
www.rregtc-assoc.org
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Remembrance Day 2020 banner honoring a
Royal in the City of Orillia, Ontario

www.rregtc-assoc.org
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PERPETUATED BATTALIONS

3rd, 58th, 123rd, 124th, 170th and 204th Bns CEF

ANTECEDENT UNITS
The Royal Grenadiers

3rd Battalion (Toronto Regiment), CEF

ALLIANCES
United Kingdom – The Duke of Lancaster's Regiment (King's, Lancashire
and Border)
Australia – The Royal Victoria Regiment

ONCE A ROYAL, ALWAYS A ROYAL
www.rregtc-assoc.org

